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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.3u)
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-GOVERNMENT EMPLOY-
MENT AND A.W.U.

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL asked the
Minister for Works: 1, Has hi attention
been drawn] to the following paragraph
which appeared in Wednesday's "Daily
News" :-"Mlr. E. Devine, the officer in
charge of the construction of the railway'
to connect the gap between Norsman and
Salmon Gumns, on the Esperanee line, has
engaged 40 men to proceed to Norseman by
train early to-morrow. Addressing an as-
semblage of 60 applicants outside the Post
Ollice, Dr Ievine made it clearly under-
stood that it was anl A.W.1J. job, and any
man not joined up with that union would
be required to take out his ticket when he
coirirneneed work. Mr. Devine invited mem-
bers of the union to step forwanrd, and a
ready ra.sjuone "-as foitheoning. Several
naini were handed in. .% move wns then
nmlev to an office in the Governmeul build-
ingos, zcad thre names of the various appli-
cants wvere taken. Mr. J1. J. Lawler, secre-
tary of thle Eastern Goldfietds District Coun-
cil of thle AJS.P., informed a Press repre-
sentative that a Lull cornplenment of men
would have been willing to go if work had
been available for them"? 2, Does the Min-
ister approve tb4 conditions of employment
set out in the paragraph?

The MIfNISTER FOR WORKSC replied:
l, 'No, hot my attention has since been
drawn to an unqualified denial of the report
by 'Mr. Devine appearing in the issue of the
"Kalgoorlie Miner" of the morning upon
r~hieh the hon. member gave notice of his
question. Tn reply to the Engineer in
Chief's inquiry Mir. Devine states he did
riot address mcii or speak to them onl condi-

tions of employment. It is apparent that, so
far as it relates to officers of the Public,
Works Department, the report is pure in-
vention. 2, Answer ed by No. 1.

PRI VILEQB-"1HANSARD" COPIES
REMOVED.

Extension of Time.

On motion by Mr. Corboy, the time for
bringing up the committee's report was ex-
tended by one week.

BILLS (2)-THIRD LEADING.

1., Dairy Cattle Compensation.
Transmitted to the Council.

2, Navigation Act Amendment.
Passed.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1926-27.

In Committee of Suppy.

Resumed from the 25th November; Mr.

Lutey in the Chair.

Vote-Doper! mental, £E140,034-.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
themn) 14.388]: One approaches the discus-
sion of Loan Estimates alwjays with a good
deal of satisfaction, not because one neecs-
sarily agrees with all that appears on them,
but because this is a time of the session
when we cana discuss the real work to be done
in thec country. The ordinary Estimates of
Rmeenie and Espendituie econsist largely of
salary items, whihi aire lised. quite apart
from the House; but in the Loan Estimates
we have something which we must consider,
inld with regard to which ii is jus~t FIs neces-
sflrvV to be careful a., withiregard to revenue
exi .enditure. There are some people who
think the State lives by the expenditure of
loan money. hut that is not the case at a.
So far as, we create assets with the money
that we bor]row, we are living by work. If
we expend on a work more than is reason-
able or right, then to the extent to which
the expenditure is-excessire, but to that ex-
tent only, do we live on borrowed money
We must be careful in our borrowing andl
in our spending. On that point we are all
agreedi. In framing Loan Estimates our aim

shautdl be the creation of wealth-wealth
ercntinz work, and wealth creating enter-
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prise. Such development is needed in this
znew country. Without money we cannot
have work. For the most par t wc have to
delve into 'the soil to get the wealth that
provides work, that provides opportunities
of taxation and, indeed, really everything
we have. We possess a territory, and terui-
tory of all things in the -world seems to be
the most valuable possession to-day Our
territory is growing more important day by
-day as the world's population grows, and it
is growing rapidly. We should keep before
us always the fact that the changeC in this
regard completely alters the outlook for
this State of ours. Our public debt is very
econsiderable-nbout 70 millions staring, less
some 10 millions of sinking fund, leaving-
a net indebtedness of about 60 millions. We
have wonderful assets, for the most part
interest-earning assets, assets created for
the development of our State. I doubt if
any State has been more careful in the ag-
gregate than this State in the expenditure
of loan moneys. We bear mar-h to the con-
trary from time to time, but taking our loan
e xpenditure of 70 millions and looking over
all that has happened owing to that expen-
diture we, see that, as- a result, we now have
not only works but people. Production is
going on adjacent to the works created Wv
the loan expenditure. That, of course, is the
right thing. We have, it is said, in a loan
indebtedness of 60 millions, enough for
3741,000 people to carry. We should have,
an enormous debt if the money were not
inves;ted in interest-earning ventures, it
370.000 people cant carry a debt of 60 mil-
lions sterling, on the same basis, and jiudgz-
incr bw the past. the expeniditure o!'
S4 800.000 Proposed by thes e Loan Esti -
mates should provide orportunities for the
settlement of another 30,000 people here,
though not of course straight away. As thn
loan expenditure bears fruit, so should we
add to our population to that extent; and I
believe that we will do so. Naturally, it
takes some time after a railway has been
constructed for the land served by it to be
brought into full production, for towns to
spring up, and for trade to grow; but those
things have come in the past, and surely will
come in the future. There are 30.00
pecirle needed to keep the per capita
debt at its present level, by reason of this
proposed expenditure of C4.800,000. 1
wish to make it clear that T do not expect
.0.(01 people to he adde~d to our number3
straight away. hat if the money is wisely

expended that additional population must
in timae result from the expenditure. Our
energies in the provision of developmentai
works have been largely devoted to ereatin-,
transport facilities, harbour facilities, rail-
ways, and marketing facilities, and to thu
pmoviding of money for developmental loans
to individuals. If it were not for these
loans we shauld not be justified in building
railways. As everyone knows, long-term
loans are not easily obtained from ordinary
financial institutions, and certainly not by
the men we are able to secure to settle on
our lands. Therefore. it becomes a matter
for the Government to provide funds for
our banking- institution to dio this work.
When the work is done, we shall be able to
absorb tar more people. For instance, take
that railway of 90 miles frow Dowarin to
Merredin, consider the farmers settled along
the route and the eight small townships,
and take all the people in Perth engageu
in supplying the wants of those people up
there; I wonder how many of our popula-
tion would be represented by that 90 miles of
line. And so, too, wvith other railways that
have been built; wealth has been created,
work provided and life flows in the shap:
of trade throughout our land. So when wu
face this question we must face it having
in mind just what has happened as the,
result of work of that kind. We have
the land. In the South.-West there are
IOUAJOOUOU acres,' of which we have sold
30,000,000 acres. So we have 70,000,000
acres left. 'Not all of it is good land; but
neither is all the land in any part of the
world. It is estimated that not more than
40 per tent. of the world's surface can be
cultivated. The land can be used only when
it can be profitably used. If only wool
prices are maintained, a great deal of land
not now cultivated will be used; and so
long as wheat prices keep up. opportunities
in this State will be unlimited. I believe
that after a few years these prices will be
even firmer than they are at present. At
any rate, we have a long- way to go to meet
the food requirements of our own people.
We shall discuss later the development of
the South-West. I do not propose to d)
more here than point out that -we are im-
porting about £E2,000,000 worth of food-
stuffs, the piroduction of which would keep
a great many of our people busy. Why
should we import food? Our aim should
be to produce enough for ourselves, and for
exporting in ever-increasing quantity when
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we once emlbark on the export trade in dairy
produce. That. T think,. should be our aim.
Then, too: we should manufacture to meet
our rowing demand. I am glad to see that
Messrs. McKay. the Sunshine people, are
establishing- themzvle.r here. A very big
industry should follow. Take the increased
area under eultivation in this State as com-
pared with that in the other States. In
view of our increased. area, the opportuni-
ties in this State for machinery manufac-
turing firmA sho-tld he very rosy. The de-
mand for agricultural machinery is cer-
tainly great in this State. and I hope Mc-
Kay's will establish their firm here and
make for us most of the agricultural imple-
ments they now send from the Eastern States.
Then, of course, there are other manufac-
turing firms already established here, and
others that will have to come here if they
wish to retain our trade. I do not know
why we have bought so much heavy ma-
chinery that costs, a great deal in freight
when sent from lice Eastern States, since it
could well be manufactured here. The de-
mand here is quite suflicient to keep manu-
facturers going. It has always beenl said
that production on a large scale is much
cheaper than manufacturingl ill small fac-
tories. But if thant was so somec years ago,
it is not so now. These firms canl manufac-
lure agricultural inmplemnts here to a con-
siderable extent, Ind I hope they wilt do
so. In respet of this dev~lopmentul work,
this provision of tr-ansport facilities, this
making possible thie establishment of see-
ondary induistries by developing- our back
country, all this work shouild be kept -well
before the l)0ople, and it should he pointed
out to them that there will lie a market for
their food products, certainly wheat and
wool and dairy produce,. This should be
made clear to lhin and kept constantly be-
fore them. Oar aimi should hie well under-
stood by the people. If' it -were, we should
not hear so much criticicmi of horrowinty
for genuine developmental uork. When it
comes to adding to our population, it i-
difficult to --raft o1n a coniderable number
of newcomers to a small population. That
of course is easily undlerstood. A larg.;
Population, naturally, has very many more
industries and qo much wore to do that it
can absorb easily a greater number than
can a smaller popub-tion. The only
difference, of course- is that ,we have an
enormous area of Crown land that can
still be utilised and ought to he settled,

and when settled, wrill make this country.
The p~roposal. contained in the Loan Esti-
mate'; are certainly very large, probably the
larg'esvt that have been presented to the
House, namely, £4,832,347. I am disap-
pcointed l l I that nothing has been prt&
v-ided tar workers' homes. The board are
,without fandq. They cannot approve of the
applications, made to them. I know that,
hee-ansi' [ have been written to by one or
two people in my electorate who have beent
told by* the board that they would have to
wait some months before their applications
could he approved. I anm sorry it has not
been found possible to provide from this
large' amount of money a moderate amount
for workers' homes. New railways are to
a tbsorb only C354,400, if we exclude certain
small items totallinr £3.9,000, Included i
the main items are the Albanly-Denmark ex-
tension, which is really an extension from
Denmark to Nornalup. for the line already'
exists between Albany and Denmark. Then
there is the Dwarda-Enstward railway to be
completed, and the Norseman- Salmon Gums
line. For rails and. fastenings £65,000 is;
provided, for survey of new lines £13,000,
and for water supply £C30,000, making, with
the cost of the three railways, the total of
£354,400. Only two of thbe railway itets.
referred to are really new. Amongst the
smaller items there is £C5,000 each for the
Hrooktou-lDale rail way, the Boyup-Cran-
brook, the Ejanding 'Northwards, the Kal-
kalling-lBullfineh, and the Lake Grace-Kal-
garin. Then there are £4,000 for the Lake
(Irnec-'Newdegate line, £:5,000 for the Man-
jiiuupt1lt. Barker, and £5,000 for the Yarni-
runny EmAwards railway. I notice there is
oin the Estimates +;100,000 for the develop-
mient of m-iningy. T understand that there is
a water rebate of 945,000 inc7luded in tha
amiount. The Premier will agree that since
we shall have paid off the loan in .Januar *v
next wre -4ha1llint hl- justified after that date
in e~r~ugthat relbate of' £45,000 to loani.
I know it originated in my" time. When the,
-reatee part of the interest on the capital
cost of' the work is rebated because the r(-
payment of the loan has been provided for,
I think the scheme itself should bear this
reduction. Since we are discussing the Kal-
goorlie water supply. I may be permitted
to say that in January we shall pay off a
loan of £2500,00 from- sinking fund. I
hope Australia from one end to the
other will be made to realise that the West-
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emn Awstralian sinking fund is a real thing,
invested in the hands of trustees inl Londi-n.
They will ind a solid ten imilions oft money
in the Western Australian sinking fund ill
the hands of trustees in London, kept
away fromt the control of the State
Treasurer, Inl good times and bad we
have kept up our payments to the
sinking- fund, with the r-esult that in
Janunary we shall from that sinking fund
repay a loan of £2,500,000. The Premier
said the other day that no Australian Gov-
ernment had ever repaid from savings a loan
of an%, considerable magniitude when it he-
-came due.

The Premier: We have another loan fall-
ing due in nine years, and there is alreadly
sufficient to meet it. We shall require ani
amendment of the Act to enable us to fore.
go further payments to that particular sink-
ing fund.

Hon. Sir JAMNES MITCHELL; 'We have
not only added to our sinking- fund the
interest on debentures that we have paid,
but we have bought debentures at less than
their face value. go probably we are pay-
ing interest on £C100 debentures bought at
£.0. By this means the sinking fund bas been
built up. Well over a mil lion pounds, I think,
was made in the purchase of delienturee
three years ago, as -represented by the dif-
feree between the price paid and the face
value, nd the security. When we rfmeut-
her that wve are paving into the -i,,lirza
fund interest on that million pounds, it will
be seen that we have kept faith. There is
nothing we have not done to maintain that
sinking fluid as it "-as intended to be main-
tained. We know now that when arrang-
ing amounts to be paid as sinking fund it
is imposible to say just what we are goinL,
to g-et for our money when we invest it.
So this .3 per cent. sinking fund in respect
of the goldfields xwater supply proved to Ia'
far more than was necessary; for when that
moniey was borrowed, the investments. wri-e
very much higher and we were able, to buy
at les than face value. So our sinkin g fowlt;
has proved to be veryi useful. We can con-

gatulate ourselves; that thep money to meevt
the loan of £2,50,000 is~ already in t1e
hands of trusteeq. I bore the Premier will
see that when this payment is imade in *laim.
arv, the fact is made known iii the Eastern
Staties. *I have bad some little experience of
financial conferences, in the East, and thow-Jh
the%, may be totally different now, a frew

years aro, we were regarded as very smiall
potatoes indeed. Ali amount of £250,000 is
seL aside as working capital for the Agri-
cultural Bank. The 'Minister told us the
other day that a .4uiu of £C1,200,000 had been
repaid to the bank lasqt year. Portion of
thosie repayments is due to the fact that
other 'bank-s have taken over clients' aceountd
and paid oil the indebtedness due to the
Agricultural 11ank. That is a happy state
of affairs for the Government.

The M1inister for Lands: I think that
£12000was repaid to the Industries As-

sistance Board.
lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-

ister said it iras repaid to the bank,
The M1inister for Lands: I meant the Inl-

dustries Assistance Board.
Hon., Sir JAMES -MITCHELL: If the

Minister made a nistake, I hope he will
correct it. A good deal of money has been
repaid to the Agricultural Bank, and I
doubt whether the bank will need working-
caipitail in future, because the repayments of
cniiial are re-invested. The Loan Estimates
contain a considerable suma for agricultural
development, the amiount being £2,10,000,
incluidin~ £SO,000O for the purchase of wire
netting. I hope that the latter amount will
lbe repaid to us; by the Commonwealth. The

omn f C2.1OROOD i. a cons:iderable ono.
esii;'iriallyv when we remember that Agricul-
tural P1ail: '-a-lilal i, being repaid in in-

ill :-il)21V !mwi nu'it,. OF tliv total
£C1,200,000 is provided for group settlement.
With that T -,hall deal a little later. The
Premier -xpflained that new roads -will ab--
sorb £181,000 this year. That amouint in
itself is not sufficient to cover the full Fed-
eral grant but, as the Premier explained,
the unexpended balance will he availal~bc
next year. As the State, under the Federal
aid roads grant has to provide 15s. to every
20N. providedl by, the Comnmonwealth, the
ClS1,000 should be sufficient. I hope the MIin-
ister will see that the roads to he constructed
are made stron_- enough to carry the
traffic. T u& not on.iite know blow lie
will zet suifficient inoney, to do that,
hut it is a fact that we have spend hun-
fired- of thousands of pounds in the
last few years, and that our ra hpve never
bleen so bad -tis they- were last winter. That
is; dule to the fact that there is insufficient
strength in the rad,; to carry theL heavy
traffic. Unless we build roads that are able
to carry the heavy traffic, they must he
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broken up and destroyed, and the money
will be lost. I hope the Main Roads Board
will he able to devise means, not, only to
build durable roads, but to protect the roads
when the are constructed. Naturally roads
are meant to be used, but when they
are subjected to the heavy sleeper
carting in the South-West, they are
bound to cut up. I suppose that
for the most part sleepoi- canting over
long distances will soon he a thing of the

past. If we spend £181,000 this year, we

must see that wve have something left at the

end of a few years. Only by building sub-

Stantial roads can we make sure of' having

something to show for the expendi~'ire. The

whole of the State's contribution to road

making is to be provided out of loat' funds.
I think the Federal Government ilipulated
that some money should be provided out of
revenue. Of course,' roads arTe constructed

for the future and there is no reason why the

money should not come out of loan funds. I
believe the loan is to carry a sinking fund
of 3 per cent., SO it will be sufficiently pro-

tected. if the roads are sufficiently wvell

made, they should last long enough to enable
us to pay off the debt. The Main Rload-

Board was appointed towards the end of

the financial year. I 5hould like to point Out

to the Minister that, according to these Esti-

mates, the expenditure on the Alain. Roads

Board last year was £5,155. In tihat year,

however, there was no board and ino wvork
was done. There must be somethine- wrong.

The figures may have been included for the

purposes of comparison, but it is not right

to charge up the salaries of the nmnbers of

the hoard for last year because the hoard
were not then in existence. The Minis4ter will
see that the expenditure by- way of Salaries

for the chairnnan and the second and third
members of the board are shown, and I can

only conelade that expenditure to that ex-
tent mn4 have been saved last year. The

public will realise the many advantages that
we have enjoyed this year as a result of the

Federal road grant. After all, £384 000 is a
eo-siderabte sum for moad expenditure,
and that of course is given to us

on condition that we add 75 per
cent, to the amount and spend the
total on certain roads. That expenditure
is a decided advantnmee to the S~atc, and will

provide a great deal of work. Thea we have

enjoyed very cheap migration money, and
we shall get some more. That money is for

rohin settlement.

The Minister for Laends: It all depends
how they work it.

lion. Sir JAAES MITCHELL: Whom do
you mean by "they"]

The Minister for Lands: The people that
provide the money.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We have
had a good deal of it.

The Mini-ter for Leads: You said we
would get some more.

Hion. Sir JAMES -MITCHELL: That is
SO.

The Minister for Leads: It all depends
bow they Work it.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We must
see that we keep our end up, and get the
money for which arrangements -were made
under the migration agreement. Tha money
is for group settlement aud for ciitain de-
velopment work, such as railways ara water
Supp~lies. Many water supplies in the agri-
cultural areas will come under this heading
and so will railways, apart from the lines to
be constructed in the group areas. We are
paying 1 per cent, interest on £2,200,000,
which is £22,000 a year. If we were paying
51/ per cent, interest for that money, the in-
terest bill each year would be £115,500. Thuis
we are sav ing £93,500 on the money we are
gtting at 1 per cent, instead of 51/4 per

cent. That is a decided advantage, because
it Saves the revenue to the extent of £93,500,
wvhich is a substsatial amiouut. Thcre will
be 1 p~er cent, to pay, on this year's expendi-
ture under the agreement. On an expendi-
ture nf C1l0,000,000 under the agreement our
payment for five years at 1 per cent, would
be E100,U00 pier annum. For a further five

Years the State is to pay one-third of the
interest r-ate, which will mean £175,000 per
annum. The British and Federal Glovern-
meats between them will pay in the first five
year, C425.000 pei annum, and in the Second
five years £350,000 per annum. Thus the
State's interest on the £C10,000,000 during the
ten years will be £C1,375,000, and the total
to be paid hr the British and Federal flov-
eraments will be £3,875,000. The latter
amount represents the Saving to the State.
I hope we shall get this money and use it. A
sum of £3,875,000 represents a big s.aving in
interest on an expenditure of £10,000,000.
Up to the present, except for soldier settle-
ment, we have had to find the whole of the
interest on the money for all our develop-
ment work, and even then it has paid us
handsomely. The State could not have kept
afloat biit for the expenditure of loan moneys,
particularly on development works and on
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agricultural development, it is from agricul-
tural development that we draw the money
that keeps us going. I hope the public will
realise that the new migration agreement re-
presents a saving to the State of £3,875,000
on the expenditure of £E10,000,000, and if
they do so they will appreciate the fact that
if a loss is incurred on group settlement, the
whole of it can be covered by that amount.
I hope they will realise also that in any case
we would have to build those railways and,
but for the assistance of the British and
Federal Governments, would have to pay the
whole of the interest ourselves. We as a
State cannot stand still; we must go ahead.
The water supplies that are to be constructed
with money at one per cent. woule have to
be constructed in any ease. This is the first
time in our history when we have been
helped in the work of developing this coun-
try, and assistance comes now only because
there are many people in the Old Land who
are anxious that some of the surplus popula-
tion should be transferred to the dominions
and particularly to Australia. Those people
are keen also to create trade, which follows
the settlement of British people in I.ustra-
hia.

Mr. Teesdale: We are anxious to get
their surplus, too, are we not?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. We
cannot do without them, and England can-
not manage with all of them. England has
always had population to spare. It is because
of that position that we are getting this
money. The agreement that I was able to
make with the British Government, I thought
was very favourable. The present agreement
is at least twice as favourable and probably
rather more in the matter of rebate of in-
terest.

Hon. G. Taylor: Yours was a very suc-
cessful agreement at the time.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, but
the present agreement is much better, and
possibly we shall get a still better one later
on. At any rate we set the ball rolling and
suggested the idea that led to tha favour-
able agreement under which we aire now
working.

Hon. G. Taylor: It is very easy to im-
prove upon existing machinery.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We ean
thank the Federal Government for doing
more themselves and for getting the British
Government to do more for us. I1 do not
care where the money comes from so long as
we get it and so long as development follows
its expenditure. During the last two years

of my term of office, we expended £7,325,000
of loan money, and of that amount £4,572,000
was devoted to agricultural dlevelopment-
equal to about 62 per cent. Loan expendi-
ture apart from land development in the
same period amounted to £2,7.53,000. The
total loan expenditure during the last two
years has been £8,177,00, of which
£4,256,000 has been devoted to land devel-
opmlent, or only £316,000 less than during
the last two years of my Government. The
loan expenditure of the present Government,
apart from land development, has been
£83,921,000, or £1I,168,000 more than during
my last two years of office. I do not knew
where that money has gone, but it has been
expended. I do not know why it has not
produced more employment; we certainly
have experienced a considerable amount of
unemployment.

The Mlinister for Lands: Unemployment
he blowed! Only last week we wanted a
number of men and could not get them.

R~on. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sup-
rose the farmers have now taken all the
unemployed we had. The Minister is so
touchy. We have had unemployment.

The Minister for Lands: It makes one
touchy to read a paragraph in the paper
saying there is unemployment, and to know
we cannot get the men we want.

The Premier: They announced in their
resolutions that it was not work they wanted,
but Government employment.

H-on. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That may
be so. We have had unemployed in the
country as wvell as in Perth. Good men
have lbeen out of work.

The Minister for Lands: We always have
that position at certain times of the year.

Hon. Sir JAMES AITCHELL: We have
had it all the time.

The Premier: The two years you quoted
as those in which your percentage of loan
funds on land development was spent, in-
cluded the periods when the expenditure was
made on the purchase of land for returned
soldiers.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course.
The Premier: That is not really expand-

ing agricultural development. You buy out
one man and put in another. It does not
necessarily follow that you are increasing
agricultural development.

Hon. Sir JAMES 3ITCHELL: There
was not so much of that expenditure between
1922 and 1924. It was borrowed money flint
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was invested in land settlement and develop-
ment.

The Premier: Itt does not indicate in-
creased agricultural development to spend
a lot of money in buying out one itan and
putting in another.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Oh yes!
The Premier: No!
Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There is

an amount set down for soldier settlement
this year. The expenditure on the purchase
of land for soldier settlement took place
largely between 1919 and 1021, and did not
occur so much between 1922 and 1924. The
expenditure on group settlement to June,
1924, was £1.,227,030, and for the last two
years it was £2,167,150, so that £900,000 less
was spent by us up to June, 1924. But for
soldier settlement we should probably not
have bad anything like the wheat crop we
have to-day.

The Premier: A great number of returnedi
soldiers merely took the place of others, who
would have grown wheat just the same.

Hon. Sir. JAMES MITCHELL: They
would not. The returned soldiers cleared
enormous additional areas of their holdings.

The Premier: It is fair to assume that
the other settlers would have done likewise
if they had continued in possession.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No pro.
vision was made for the returned soldiers,
and they had to he settled on the land. In
1919 thousands of soldiers were coming
back, and thousands of people were out of
work. I ann sorry to say that the men who
went out of their holdings did so for less
than they should have received, although the
bargains were good ones for the soldiers.

The Minister for Lands: In some in-
stances.

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In most
cases. The estimate for group settlement this
year is £1,200,000. I was at Pemberton the
other day with people frotn New Zealand,
who understand that class of country. One
man said to me he would advise people to
settle there rather than in New Zealand.
We have the land and the climate. We have
sufficient evidence of pastures to justy Us
in saying that we can grow pastures eual
to anything in Australia. We have the
crops too, and the evidence of what the land
will do. All that is needed is that at great
deal more should be done. We- know whet
dairying means to the country This can
only be done in a fairly large way. We
have for years imported butter end bacon

costing hundreds of tbouisauds of pound.
We ought to get to wvork as speedily as pos-
sible and develop this par. ot our territory.
In Victoria 760,000 cows arc- being milked.
The dairy production of that State was
worth inh 1923-24 £10,376,000, nearly as
much as the value of the wheat crop,
which was ;C11,00,000, In Victoria within
the period 368,000 pigs were slaughtered,
their value being £1,588,000. The dairy
production, including pigs, in Victoria wa-s
worth nearly £12,000,000. In addition,
494,000 head of cattle were slaughtered an'1
sold. Most of the cattle were grown '11y
smiall holders. We thus see the value to
Victoria of the class of country we are
developing in the South-West. Victoria ba.4;
a little over a million and a half head of
cattle, and can slaughter 83 per cent. be-
cause the cattle are bred on sniall holdings,
and are produced every year. That is ai
lesson we ought not to forget. A vast oppor-
tunity is offered to the people of Western
Australia. If we take the expenditure of
loan mioney over the last three yeairs, we
find it amounts, for the two years just enadd
and the estimate for this year, to
£13,009,000. The whole of the estimate1
amount for 1926-27 is not likely to he cx-
peiided. If it were, we would find the qx-
penditure was £3,230,000 more than it was
during the last three years of my Govern-
ment. In 1011 the invested money earnc4t
interest on account of the public debt. It
nearly did so in 1925, but fell considerably
short in 1926. As far as possible we ought
to see that the invested money does earn
interest on the total public debt. We fell
short of doing this in 1,926 due to the loss
on the railways,. It is hard to know why
we lose money on the railways.

The Minister for Railways:. Why did we
have a bad harvest?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We did
not. For the last two years the railways
carried 284,000 tons of wheat more than we
had to carry in 1923 and 1924.

The Minister for Railways: In one year
we had 4,000,000 bushels less than in thea
previous year.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The rail-
way proft in 1924 was £C142,000, in 19425 it
was £190,000, and in 1926 the loss was
£31,982. The gross earnings in 1926 were
only £22,000 less than they were in 1925.

The Minister for Railways: We did not
put the rates up as you did when the wages
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were increased, or we would have made a
profit.

Hlon. Sir JAMES ITCHELL: The Min-
isiter did not increase the wages as we did.

The Minister for Railways: We increased
the wages, hut not the rates.

Hon. Sir JAMES MiTCHELL: The
Minister dlid not put down the rates. We
increased freights to meet the increase in
wages. We increased the wages by A£58 and
the Minister increased them only by £15.
We had not anything like the traffic that is
now running over the railways, which are
carrying 284,000 tons of wheat more than
wve carried.

The Minister for Railways: You know we
make very little profit out of wheat.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
railways have the wheat, they make the
profit. The Minister now says he made nL
loss because be did not get the wheat. He
cannot have it both ways. If he make-s a
loss on wheat, why does he want to carry
it?) That is no excuse for the loss. Wheat
brings railway traffic. There is not oniy the
freight on the wheat, but the freight on all
the stnff which goes into the districts that
grow the wheat. A great ideal of trafe
passes through Northam. All the down
traffic is very beavy- There has never heen
so munch traffic going into the country as is
going now. That is because farmers, ate
growing and selling wheat.

Ron. G. Taylor: And the Minister says
that is the reason for the reduction in rail-
wray earnings.

Hon. Sir JAMES IJTCHELL: He say-
that wheat does not pay. The Minister
shoul tell us why' he wrent back £22,000 last
year in gross cnrninpes. There is no excuse
for the loss.

The Minister for Railways: We reduced
railwvay freights by £45,000. The railways
-1o not get anything of that.

Hon. Sir JA-MRS MITCHELL: That was-
ant to be expected. The Minister should ' 2-
L'hat money out of the Treasurer. T feel
inclined to move that we order the Tren".
irer to pay that money over in s9overeiens
.o the Commissioner of Railways.

The Premier: That would make ak differ-
mee to the railway finances but not to the
Preasuirv.

Hfon. Sir JAMES Mi1TCHELL: It should
ie handed over. T svinpathise with the Min-
ster.

The Minister for Railways: You blamed
mie just now.

Hion. G. Taylor: Rightly so.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: hie

should bare the money. He ought to be
able to justify this wonderful loss on the
year's opetations. There is no excuse for
a loss of £31,000. I sympathise with himn
because the Treasurer has stuck to the tax.

The Minister for Railways: Wages have
been increased, but there has been no in-
crease in freights.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Minister will move that the Treasurer hand
the money over to him, I will support him.
The rail ways are our great earning depart-
ment, They are well run. Everybody con-
nected with the management and operation
of the railways is doing his best all the
time.

Ron. G. Taylor: It must be the Minister
who is wrong.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I believe
the latest recruit is just as much concerned.
in the success of the railways as is every
other officer up to the Commnissioner. They
are doing their best to make them pay in
a way that must please everyone. I doubt
if there is any service where the people
concerned are working so loyally in it.

The 3linister for Railways: There is a
wonderful spirit of co-operation iii the rail-
way service now.

H-on. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yer4.
All our financial troubfes over a num-
ber of years were due to the fact
that trade was not here. The railways
could not earn, for there was nothing for
themi to do. Almost the whole of the deficit
was due to the loss on the invested money
as -a result of the war, and the tremendouq4
loan expenditure which was not followedl
by the settlement of people and tl'ei
development of the land. This resulted
in loss% on the railways and on eve~ry
public utility. If we do not pick up
some of the losqs this year, it will
lie a serious matter for the Treasurer.
notwithistanding, any -dvantages that may
be experienced by the Treasury on account
of cheap money or in any othier direction.
It is our duty to see that the public utilitiec
are carefully managled and properly run.
We mustt see that nothing_ is done to jeo-
pardise the work.

The Minister for Railways: And T sup-
pose you want it done in what you regard
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as the proper way, b3 raising freights and
fares.

Ron. Sir JAMES M1ITCHIELL: When
the Minister does as we did, and pays the
men over £:58 a year extra in wvages, be will
do as we did; he will increase fares and
freights.

The M1inister for Railways: We won't do
that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister should not have done what he did.
I was sorry when I ktarrut that he had gone
to the men about it. No 'Minister has any
right to go to a State employee and say, "I
am paying yon more, and you should vote
for me." The men rereived what was their
right, and what they were entitled to be
paid. Increased cost of livingt makes every-
thing dearer in connection with the rail-
ways, or anything else. If costs go up, it
is necessary to take action to meet the diffi-
culty. It cannot be expected that employees
on wages can live on thc same scale as form-
erly when the cost of living, was not so
high; it cannot be done. T do not wi'h to
he unpleasant with the Minister, but I would
advise him to remember that, in the instance
he referred to, the wages went tip because
of the decision of the proper tribunal, an.1
that is the correct way for srch increases to
be obtained. The triunal that gave the in-
creased wages camne to that determination
upon inquiry, because it was4 just. There-
fore no Minister should go to Government
employees and say, 'Look vhat we hav'e
done for you; you should vote for us." We,
are all only too pleased to know that our
employees are well paid, and no country
can be great where employees are not wvell
paid.

The Minister for Railways: If the Gov-
ernment had not passed legislation dealing
with the basic wage, the men would not have
got it, so that the Government were really
responsible.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL :The
'Minister said that tl~e Government had ap-
pointed the court, and he had no right to
say SO.

The Minister for Railways: I did not;
I said Parliament di(I.

Hon. Sir JAMES MIT~TC LL: The
Minister did, and he had no right to say so.
If the House passed the neees~ary legisla-
tion, that wo,,ld he oute all right.

The Minister for Ppilways* That is what
I said. Parliament did so, on the initiation
of the Government.

Hon. Sir JAMES M1ITCHELL: Ani
there is no reason why Parliament shoull
not deal with that subje',t. Certainly the
provision regarding the baskc wage should
simplify arbitration. We had discussed
that (juestion often, and attempts were
made to deal with the basic wage before.
It was dillicult for the court to deal
with and, in fact, it could not be
done. While the provision of the basic
wage legis'ation should simplify the
work of the Arbitration Court, it does
not seen, to have hadl that effect. There
should be less trouble and less delay in
consequlence of it.

The Minister for Railwa 'vt: We have had
no strikes or industrial troubles as the re-
sult of it.

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Every
day wve see a long list of industrial troubles.

The Minister for Th-ilwav.: That relates
to matters tinder the jurisdiction of th,-
Federal Arbitration Court.

Hon. Sir JAL0IES MITCHELL : Thu,
Government intend to go on with public
works mid ivill build snore r."ilways. These
troubles will add to the cost uf those under-
takings. Ministers will desire to get the
produce of the State away from the dis-
tricts where it is growing. I do not wish
to argue with the Minister for Railways,
but to give him a little sound advice. I
hope lie will not err agiin, as he has don3
once or twice lately. I hope he will not
again say that because there was a little
l ess wheat to be railed, the loss of £200,000
in connection with thi- railways was justi-
fled; it was not. We are also responsible
for tramnways, water supplies and the sup-
ply of electricity. We have to meet the
reovireinents of the people under those
headings, and wce have to live up to our re-
sponsibilities. I wish with all my heart that
the people of the metropolis would take
over those activitie% and the responsibilities
attaching to them. As it is we have to do
the work for them, and include the total
cost of the undertakings in our indebtedness.
The incluioin of the capital cost of those
,,ndertakinzq makes9 our public indebtednes
far more than it would he if those workst
were dealt with as in Victoria, where the
capital involved1 is not a charge against the
public debt of the State. I am glad that the
Minitcr in chiarge of water supplies is
present. I well remember the trouble ex-
periveed by and the criticism and abuse
levelled at the bead of the er-Miinister for
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'Works, when he was in Charge of the metro-
politan water supply underlakiag. He was
criticised because of the quantity and qual-
ity of water supplied. I had hoped that
the expenditure of large sums of money
would have improved the position. Some
time ago the Minister, I think, announced
that the position had been improved by the
use of water from thu. hills, yet to-day the
criticism is as strong us ever.

Hon. G. Taylor: There are more com-
plaints now, although I do not know why
there should be.

Hon. Sir JAMNES ?IATTCHELL : -I
know there are complaints against the Gov-
ernment of the day, whereas in the past they
,were against the Govetinent with which I
was9 associated. I truist the Government will
be able to provide the people with a better
supply of wvater from the hills very soon.
These works I have mcntioned cast a good
deal of money, and will cost a great deal
more. The local authorities should be able
to handle the undertakings as well as we
can. I notice that £C6,000 has been provided
for migration. The cost of that activity is
largely borne by the Federal Government
in these days. I trus3t that, with the ex-
penditure of such large sums of loan
moneys, we shall not tail to bring in a con-
siderable number of people for land settle-
ment and development generally. It is no
use bring ing them in for the towns because
already we have too many people there. We
cannot have migrntion when there is a con-
siderable degree of unemployment, huit if
the migrants arc placeil in the country areas
they will make more wo)rk fu;r the people in
the towns. I du not know what the member
for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdlale) will say
when he notices that £C11,900 only is pro-
vided on the Estimates for the North-West,
if we except the amount provided for cattle
stations.

Mr. Teesdale: We are used to that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Under
the heading of Roads and Bridges, there is
an item relating to the purchase of the
Avon Valley cattle station, for which £6,500
is provided. I presume that item is included
under the wrong beading. I take it the re-
ference is to the purchase of a new cattle
station for the natives. We have beard of
the purchase only recently. For State trad-
ing concerns £259,500 is provided on the
Loan Estimates, that amount including
£170,000 for State ships, largely used for

the service to the North. 1 am sorry nothing
is included in the Estimates for workers'
homes, and also that the Premier has not
been able to provide more money for hospi-
tals. Well equipped hospitaf4 in the larger
centres. are just as important to the people
of the districts served as is the Perth hos-
pital to the metropolitan area.

The Mfinister for Lands: No one knows
better than you do that we could easily pro-
vide for £9,000,000 or £:10,000,000 in the
Loan Estimates!

Hion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: With the
permi1ssion of the Minister for Lands, while
apologisiug to him for doing so, I expres
my regret that so little has been provided
for the hospitals. The Minister for Lands is
getting unruly.

The Minister for Lands: Not at all; I ant
just pointing out the position to you.

Flon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Cannot
the Minister understand that it is merely
right and just for me to say that I regret
that, out of the large sum of £E4,832,347, only
£23,000 is provided for hospitals. We have
large centres throughout the State, such as
Albany, Geraldton, Bunbury, Northam and
Aferredin.

The Premier: There is no Centre going
short regarding hospital accommodation.

Hon. Sir JAMES -MITCHELL: Yes,.
there is.

The Premier: No. We have spent a large
sum of money on hospitals, and I am finding
£5,000 for the hospital at Northamn.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: is that
to Come out of this vote?

The Premier: Yes.

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: floes the
Premier want the people to find that money9

These hospitals should be supplied by the
Government. There was a time when the
position was different, but Mr. Colebatch in-
stituted a system under which the pound for
pound subsidy was provided for country hos-
pitals. I am not sure that it is a good sys-
tem because the Government arc inclined to
push it too far. The Geraldton hospital
serves centres as far away as Mullewa. And
Pindar.

Hon. S, W. Munsie: What is wrong with
the Geraldton hospital?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It must
he provided for.

Hon 0,. W. Munsie: So it has been.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
know whether there is sufficient hospital
accommodation there.

Hon. S. IV. Mlunsie: Yes, there i ..
The Mlinister for Railways: We spent

£2,000 there last year.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: On A
pound for pound basis?

Hon. S. W. Munsie: No. Over £8,000
was spent on the hospital at Northam and
the people there did not pay a bob of that
inount.

Hlon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
know that they should.

M1r. Lindsay: Why should the people in
other districts have to find money on the
pound for pound basisI

Hon. S. W1. Munsie: Northamn will have to
find money on that basis if any moure is
wanted.

Hon. Sir JAMES Mfl'CHELL. It should
not be expected that the people from thl.
country districts should come to Perth every
time they want to see a doctor. In the more
closely settled districts there should be hos-
pitals such as those at Northam end Gerald-
ton to which the people go for operations.
They will be able to go to such hospitals at
Mlerredin, Katanning and other centres in
future years. The Government should pro-
vide such hospitals.

Hon. S. W. MIunsie: We have provided
wholly and solely the buildings for hospitals.
You cannot name one to which people from
outside districts do not go.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHLL: They go
where there are two doctors and -where the
equipment is better, so that operations cau
he performed. Those hospitals should lie
provided for the people. I notice that
£98,000 is included in the Loan Estimates
for public buildings. The Minister has
erected a newv building next to the old Pab-
lie Works Department. I do not know why
that was not mientioned in the House. Every-
one knows that for yeArs the question of
removing the old buildings has been undtr
discussion. I am old:fasbioned and hope
that the old buildings will not go. However,
a great many people consider that the Bae-
racks will have to go. When the Minister
decided to erect the -new wing, be should
1bare informed the House. I do not know
when it will be finished; it has been
under construction for a long time.
There is a good deal in the Loan Estimates

that wilt provide useful work. It will be
possible to carry' out much work wvith the
aid of cheap money. Up to the end of last
ytar the Treasury, in this respect, saved no
less a sun than £93,000. We can afford
to do work when we can get money at ;i
low rate of interest, but we must see to it.
that we carry out revenue producing under-
takings. We increase the population of thia
State by uising the cheap money and we in-
crease prodnction. This year it will takte
only a portion of our wheat to pay our it,-
terest bill. It is not so long since it took
the whole of our wheat production to pay
our interest bill, and the change that hos
come ovcr the scene, therefore, is Of con1-
siderable importance. We meet our obli-
gations with the aid of our produce and we
mutt see that the money wve spend bring,
about increased production which will make
It possible for us to export our surplus and
so meet our interest and sinking fund obli-
gatioks. I am sorry that so little has been
provided for railway construction, andf
r-epeat that I ani sorry provision has not
been made for the erection of additional
workers' homes. It would be possible to
criticise a gPood deal more seriouslyv than we
actually do, but we have to remember that
the policy being1 followed is the policy thatL
has heen in operation in this State for m'u-v
ye-ars. It is a policy that has been approved,
n6t only heie, hut at the other end of the
world, a policy that led to the country being:
better known than was the case hefore. At
the present time no State in the Common-
wealth has, a better reputation thah -has
Western Australia. We meet our obliga-
tions promptly and we do more than that,
we provide interest and sinking fund for thh
repaymtnt of our loans. Tt should he
a~knowledged that we have spent outr niov
wxisely and that those from whom we seiek
loan uMonev can with confidence cofltinne to
advance us money, knori'ing that we shall
send then] something they want, something
that has resulted from the expenditure of
their money. I hope the Committee will
discuss, the Estimates very carefully and
freely, particularly the members for Perth,
who, I am -_sure, -will have something
to say to the Minister for Works about the
water supply. the Minister is deserving,
of some criticism in respect for not hav-
ing provided a water supply that he pro-
mised so wholc-heartedly and without reser-
vation just before the last general elections-.
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MR. THOMSON (Katanuing) [4.49)]:
When we are asked to pass Loan Estimates
amounting to £4,832,347, it, make us -won-
der. We sincerely hope that the expenditure
of this amount will give an adequate return
to the State. It is serious to coiitemplate
that the debt per head of the population
has increased from £143 to £C158, and we
are tempted to ask -whether we hax-e been
geting value for the expenditure. I reg-mt
that I have not had very much time to stnoy
the Auditor Oieneraf's report, but I intend
to ask the Premier, when hie is replying, to
'give uis somne information particularly in
regard to several item-s that appear in thet
Auditor General's; report. We find that last
)ear the Treasury regulations were again
departed from. The Auditor General draws
attention to that and states that instances
have been noted where collections during the
first ten days of July have been included.
That is probably very good for the Treas-
urer. It is a custom that has been brought
in lately.

The Premier: Nothing of the kind: it has
been done ever since I have been in Par-
liament.

H1on. 0. Taylor: It was done as far back
as 26 years ago when I first came into Par-
liament.

Mr. THOMSON: It is strange, if it has
lmecen the practice for so long, that the Anc'i-
tar General should bring it under not ic"
just new.

The Premier: There are some things in
the Auditor General's report that never
vary. He repeats them year after year.

Mr. THTOMSON: It is difficult to deal
with several of the matters that I would
wish to refer to. Unfortunately a practice
has arisen in connection with the general
administration of the State whereby a great
deal of money is charged to loan expendi-
ture. I 'have referred to this before on the
Loan Es-timates. The Auditor General says
in his report-

Ta the year 1924-25 the Governor approved
of the "Advance to Treasurer" being drawn
itpon for the construction, at na estimated cost
of £18,000, of three gantry cranes for the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust, the arrangement being
thait the trust was to 'recoup the expenditure
over a period of four yearsc. An amount of
£4,500 received from the Trust for the year
3925-26 was not applied ia reduction Of the
expenditure, but taken to the Revenue Fund.
The Treasurer nuted the file as follow-
"In view of the £14,000 Fremantle harbour
-revenue outstanding, I cannot agree to allow
-the £E4,500 contribution to suspense for the

year 1925-20. As the X14,000 will be Coliectc-l
in the 1926-27 year, I agree to two debits to
the year 1926.27 of £5,000 vccl, namelyr,
£.9,000.''

We are taking into revenue mnoney that
s~hould have gone to recoup the cortract be-
tween the H1arbour Trust and the Treasurer.
It seemns to me that interest is beinga paid
from loan fuind into revenue.

The Premier: There is no0 foundation for
such a statemient as that.

Mrz. THOMSON: Following- on, the Au-
dthor General writes:

In respect to certain works and services, as
detailed below, the expenditure on which is
met from loan fund, interest on the net ex-
pen future has been (harged to, the loan fund
and credited to the revenue fun-I. purporting
to recoutp the latter for interest paid. In the
first three eases the, works have not become
revenue-producing. The provision in the vari-
ous loan Acts relating to interests states that
it shall be charged upon and payable out of
the Consolidated Revenue Fund, and assets of
the Government of Western Australia.

If the Treasurer will point out that that is
wrong I shall be pleased, but so far ars I can
g-ather we are charging up to loan expendi-
ture, inte-rest that is due on certain works.
Th-at is the statement set out in the Auditor
General's report. There is another, matter
to -which I would like the Treasurer to refer
when replying. On page 9 of the Auditor
General's report in connection with thet Lon-
don loan of £500,000, this is set out:

On the I8th Tily, 1925, the Commonwealth,
on behalf of 'the Coni~mouulealth, Victoria,
Queensland, S anti Australia, and Western Aus-
tralil, issued a loan (£5i,000,000) in London,
repayable in 1945-1975.

The chnrgeM -aine to £17T,384, made up as
follows: Discounat at V2 per cent., £2,500;
interest bonuis charged to loan proceeds,
£3,000: then we have two lots of commis-
sion. It seems strange that we should have
to pa~y double underwriters' commission.
First we have underwriters' commission
£5,000 and next underwriters' brokerage,
£1J,250. Then we find that the eommaission
paid to the Commonweath Bank ;amounted
to £61,250 and commis-sion to brokers and
other lunnkerz, £1,165. It does seem strange
that we should have to pay double broker-
nae No doubt the Premier has an iidequate
explanation to offer. Later on -we find a re-
ference in the Auditor Gene'ral's report to
conditions relating to a sinking fund not
having been complied with. He sayr,-

The condition relating to a sinking fund has
not been complied with by *the State, neither
-has any alteration been made in the interest
charges of 2% per cent. and 4% per cet, on
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the initial advance of £250,000, but interest
at I per cent. has been calculated as from the
let December, 1923, on the loan of £750,000,
and at the amre rate from the date of receipt
of the money in regard to the £1,500,000 re-
ceived during the financial year. The excess
interest at the rate of two-thirds per cent.
iiharged in the years 1923-24 and 1924-25 was
then sot off against the calculation on the IL
per cent. basks.

The point I wish to emphasise is that under
Clause 6 of the migration agreement we find
this-

The State has agreed to pay the Common-
wealth a sinking fund at the rate of Jut. per
cent, annually on "each £1010 or portion of
£100 of the moneys issued to the State . . -. "3
No charge ham yet been made against the rev-
enue fund on account of any portion 4f the
£2,250,000 already received from the Common-
wealth in regard to migration. If the clause
is to be applied retrospectively, the accrued
liability of the State will be considerable. The
only inforuation available upon the matter is
a statement by the Under Treasurer on the
fie to the effect that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment akre to be asked to forego the sinking
fund charge.

I have stated frequently in the House, and I
am going to repeat it4 that in moy opinion.
we should have in existence a public works
committee, so that we might be in a position
to deal with the finances of the Statek parti-
cularly as regards the expenditure of loan
money. We know that it is the policy of
the Government to construct the whole Of
the works departmentally. We have abso-
lutely no check upon the amount of money
that is spent. That is not in the interests of
the State. Tenders should be, called for the
construction of public works. To-day the
Leader of the Opposition asked a quiestion
regarding the selection of men required for
the construction of the Norseman Salmon
Gums railway, and the Minister's raply was
in effect that what was published was abso-
lutely incorrect. I would like to know
whether any migrant coming here will be
able to get employment on new railway
works or on the construction of roads with-
out being posses3sed of a union ticket. If not,'
it is not in the interests of the State that
that kind of thing should prevail. It looks
as if the--c was a certain amount of truth in
the ptibliqhed report by reason of Ilic fact
that no man seems to he ahle get a job on
Government works uniless he has a ticket.

Non. S. W. Munsie: That is not correct.
Mr, THOMINSON: I cannot agre3, with the

Min;,ter.
The CHTAT.MAIN: We are not dealinz

with the A.W.TY. ticket. but with the ex-
penditure of loan- funds.

Mr. THOMSON: And, Sir, with ti
methods adopted by the Government in ti
expenditure of those public funds. I maii
tain that the present system affords no adi
quate check. The Goveninient would so:
"But we have the estimates put up by tb
engineers." Those estimates, however, ax
based on the conditions which exist.

Mr. Sampson: A-nd they are not aneew
sarily right,

Mr. THOMSON: No. In the adminis
tration of our own Railway Department w
find that the inauguration of the 44-hon
week has meant an increase of approui
mately £C100,000 in the annual expeaditurt
A statement to that effect appears in th
Commissioner's report.

Hon. G. Taylor: And the Comniasione
would be likely to know.

Mr. THOMSON: I presume he would
THe makes that statement in reportinj
on the operations of his department. Ii
New South Walps it is estimated that th
44-hour week means an additional expendi,
tare of £C800,000 per annum in the Bailwaj
Department. The 44-hour week, of course
is the policy of the Governnment. I anr
criticising the alministration of our Publii
Works Department on the ground that ii
haa been for many years a recognmised en*.
torn that three-quarters of a mile to a mifl(
per day of railway is a fair and reasonable
rate of construction.

Hon. G. Taylor: Of platelaying.
Mr. THOMSON: Yes.
Mr. A. Wensbrough: With how many

men I
Mr. THOV'SON: We know that the en-

gineers in charge of the Jine that is being
built under thu departme-ntal construction
system are Alrnly convinced that they ought
to be getting three-quarters of a mile of
line laid per dny. I am not discussing the
conditions, but only a qtsLement Which has
apreared in the Press. The matter was also
dealt with in the Arbitration Court. We
know that the inton secretry has said that
the proper rate is half a mile per day. And
half a mile it is. T want to know who is
actually controlling the arairs of this State,
who is actually in chia-rye of the expenditnire
of public funds, includmng the large amount
we are bein2, ask-ed to vote to-day.

Hon. 0. Taylor: It is eauily seen in that
instance.

The Premier: The matter was decided in
the proper, constitntions! way under the
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laws of the land. The court has determined
the matter.

Hon. 0. Taylor: The platelaying is all
pretty well done now.

The Premier: No. There are hundreds
of miles of railway to be built yet.

Mr. THOMSON: That is all very 'well,
but I am referring to the principle of do-
ing everything by departmental construc-
tion, or under the administration of the
Public Works Department, instead of the
Government giving the engineers a free
hand as to general administration, and as
to who shall be employed and who shall
not be employed. The engineers are ham-
strung in their administration right from
the beginning, by the Government saying
to them, "You shall not employ any men
except those we Approve of," those they ap-
prove of being, of course, members of their
political organization and giving them
political support. That is the regrettable
position -which obtains to-day as regards
the expenditure of loan money.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Do you expect 20
men to do the same work as 40?

Mr. THOMSON: I am not discussing
that.

Mr. A. Wanabrough: That is the reason
for what you are complaining about,

Mr. THOMSON: I have not been dis-
cussing either 20 men or 40 men. I have
sufficient confidence in the engineers who
are in charge of the Norseman line to be-
lieve that if they did not consider three-
quarters of a mile of fine should ha laid
per day, they would not have put up that
request. If those engineers had had a free
hand, the construction of the railway would
not have been delayed as it has been. The
number of men employed goes. by the hoard.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: The Press stated
that the trouble occurred because the num-
ber of men required were not being, em-
ployved.

Ion. G. Taylor: The court decided the
matter.

tVr. THOMSON: Wi_' all recognise that
in order to onen up and develop) this coun-
try money must be hot rowed and railways
must he constructed. Inut I feel bound to
voice mv rrotest arahist the present method
of constrsictino; public wovts The country
may he upftini' exeel'ent vabie in the ser-
vice-, rendered hv the dtenartmental offirerb,
but at nre-zcnt there ig nn J-iock. Fo- tha)t
reason I maintain that renders should be

called for railways and other public works.
If the departmental authorities, upon the
return of tenders, are in a position to say,
"We can do the work at a cheaper rate,"
very well, I shall be satisfied, because then
we shall have a cheuk. At present, how-
ever, we have absolutely no check whatever
on the coat of construct ion of our railways.
As regards the horrowiug of money, the
Government are very fortunately situated.
Under the migration agreement it is pro-
posed to construct railways so that country
may be made avail able for new settlers, and
the money required for those railways can
be borrowed by the Government at 1 per
cent, per annum. 0Oser a period of ten
years the rate of interwst runs out at 11/
per cent. From that Aspect, I repeat, the
Government are most fortunately situated.
Like the Leader of the Opposition, I
gathered from a statement made by the
Minister for Works when dealing with the
agreement for road construction, that a cer-
tain proportion of the fuinds needed had to
be found from revenue. So far as one can
judge from these Loan Estimates, the whole
of the office expenses connected with road
construction will be charged to Loan. That
may be sound policy; I am not taking ex-
ception to it. But, once again, the Govern-
ment are most fortunate in getting a sum
of 1384,000 from the Commonwealth,
whereas I think, speaking from memory,
that on a per capita basis Western Aus.
tralia would be entitled to receive only
£90,000. Therefore the Federal 'Govern-
ment, who sometimes are regarded as in-
different to the interests of Western Aus-
trala, have at any rate one good point.
They arc providing, and hlave provided,
money for a road construction scheme in
Western Australia. That scheme is part
of the Federal Governmaent.'s scheme for the
opening up and devellopmunt of the Com-
monwealth. Thus our State Government
are in the happy position of being able to
say to the various r.ind boards, "Put up
your scheme of road construction for a
period of five years."

The Premier: I am in the unhappy posi-
tion of having to find three or four or five
times aq much money for roads this year as
has ever been found in any previous year.

Mr. THOMSON: That is so.
The P-emier: Do 'you call that a happy

Position
Mr. THOMSON: But the Commonwealth

Government are providing funds for-
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Tfhe Premiier: That does not asbibtL me. I
ha% e to find my share, and it is four or five
times greater than the money found tor road
coudtruetion in any previous year.

.ilx. THOM1SON: In some cases she Pre-
mnier has not to find the whole of the l5s.,
beeau*,e 7s. Gd. will have to be contributed
by road boards towards the construction of
main roads.

The Premier: It alt means that I have to
find more money.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 recognise that the
scheme takes tinancing. Nevertheless, after
all said and done, the State's share is only
a small part of the expenditure involved.

The Premier: Is it I Our share is
2C196.000.

ikir. THOMSON: That is so.
Hon. S. W. Mlunsie: How much was spent

by any previous Government on road cou-
struction in a year?

Mr. THOMSON: That is just the point.
No previous Government had the oppor-
tunity to spend so much money.

Hon. S. W. Mfunsie: Yes; a previous 'Gov-
erment had.

Ur. THOMSON: That is not so.
Hon. S. W. 2lunsie: The last Government

had the opportunity of spending £98,000
and spent about £12,000.

Mr. THFOMSON: I am not dealing with
that phase.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: The previous Gov-
ermnent would not raise the pound for
pound.

Mr. Sampson: The plans had to be pre-
pared and the work had to be initiated.

lion. S. W. Muniie: You wvould not find
the money.

Mr. THOMSON: I am dealing with the
position as it faces us to-day. We know
an abnormal amuount of road development is
taking place, and that must prove beneficial
to the State. Admittedly the Treasurer has
to find some £190,000. -Nevertheless the
State is in the happy position of getting*
£384,000, which previously it did not get,
to put into roads. Therefore Western Aus-
tralia is benefiting from the amount of
money provided by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment.

Hon. S. W. 'Munsie: And provided by
Western Australia.

Mr. THOMSON: I acknowledge that we
are finding our quota, hut nevertheless we
are getting from the Commonwealth Gov-
ermxent soinetlinir whiclh we did not receive
previously.

Taui M1inister f~or Railways: That fact
one., not make it any easier for us to find
thle mounev.

uj. 11flS)%5Q: But it does wean mak-
ing it much easier to find work for the
people comng tram overbea.

H~on. S. AV. Ilunbie: I thought your policy
was thlat ]pcople frou: oversin should go on
the land.

Mr. THOMSON: No: under the present
agreement.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: This is the first time
you have admitted that.

Mr. THOMSON: All those who come un-
der the migration agreement arc not to go
on the land. A definite proportion is, stated.
I think it is one migrant for every £75.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: One farmer?
MAr. THOMSON: No; not one farmer for

£75.
* Hon. S. W. 'Munsie: But one man must
be settled on the land'?

2Mr. THOMISONY: One man according to
that pr-oportion. However, we are not dis-
cussing the migration agreement, hut road
construction.

Hon. S, W. Man sie: But you will not be
fair even when discussing, the road construc-
tion policy.

Mr. THOMSON: The Honorary Minister
is quite wrong in saying that. I have made
the plain statement of f act that we are to
receive £384,000 annually for ten years.
Thus for the firzt tume in the history of
Western Australia we have a very consid-
erable amount of money available for road
construction, enabling us to adopt what may
be berined a continuity of road policy. I
repeat that I do not view with entire equa-
nimity the position facing us to-day, inas-
much us there is absolutely no control and
no check over the expenditure of these huge
sums of money. I know that the present
Qovrrument are carrying on a system which
has existed for years, and I also know that
this Chamber onzce passed legislation for the
establishment of a public works committee.
I have it on the authority of men who know.
that to the Commonwealth the establishment
of a public works conunitee has meant the
saving- of mnany hundreds of thousnnds of
pounds. My contention is that Westeni
Australia should have a similar committee,
which would enable us, to sruotinise public
expenditure.

Mr. E. B. Tohnston: I think the Upper
House threw out the Bill to establish a pu~b-
lie works committee.
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Mr. 'CHUM ISON: I know it and I regret
it. That, however, does not get away froni.
the fact that such a coamnittee would be in
the interest-, of the State, more especially as
regrards the expendituic of' loan funds. -Next
year we shall be increas-ing our indebteduest
by a further £10 per head. Provided we get
f tllI value for the money expended, we are
justified in taking that additional respon-
sibility uplon ourselves; but I do want to
sound a note of warning. Honestly, I do
not believe that the present system of doing
all public works departmentally is in the
interests of the State or means economical
work. I know it is useless to ask the pres-
ent Government to change that policy, but
1 would be wanting in my duty, as represen-
tative of a piroportioni f the electors, if
1 allowed this matter to go by without 'rais-
ing my voice in protest. M4illions. of poundz
aire to be expended in road coustruetiou.
We know that tenders are to be called as
far as may be possible. That waz agreed
upon in the negotiations with the Federal
Government. I am strongly of opinion that
in the matter of road construction we should
provide a check by calling tenders. T feel
quite sure that if the amount of a depart-
mental estimate is exceeded by the tenders
submitted, the department will carry out the
work. 1 would give the eneineers an abso-
lutely free hand. I regret to have to say
that, in my opinion, they have not a free
hand at present, have not "the order of tha.
sack" as fully as they should have it. The
ongineers. should be at complete liberty to
employ whom they like and to dismiss whomn
they like. Under that condition of things
the State would get much better value for
its money than is being got under present
conditions.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [7.80]: The
Committee are considering Loan Estimates
amounting to nearly five million pounds, or
something like £13 per head of the popuila-
tion. All parties are agreed that money is
essential in order that the country should he
developed. But it is a sine qua, non that
population should be materially increased.
One matter I should like to discuss is the
provision of a refrigerating, shed on the
wharf at Fremnantle. This has been a
subject of discussion in Parliament for sev-
eral yearn past. The need for a store at a
convenient place for the pre-cooling of fruit

before export has long been recognised as
essential. I regret that I am unable to find
on the Estimates any provision for that
'tore.

l1on. 01. Taylor: I think it is; on the Rev-
ellut' ltstimfates.

AMr. SAi1EWSOX: I daresay the Treasurer
will be able to explain. The Loan Estimates,
I understand, offer opportuinity for a wide
discussion. During this session on ninny
occasions members have been advised to
leave certain matters till we caie to the
Loan Estimates.

The Premier: You cannot discuss any mat-
ter not provided for in the Loan Estimates.

.1r. SAMPSON: Then I wonder whether
my remarks are in order. I amn unable to
find anything in the Estimates for the pre-
cooling store.

The Premier: There is nothing, so you
cannot discuss that subject.

Mr. SAMPSON: I had hoped provision
had been made for a pre-cooling store. It is
essential. The State is becoming of soe
importance as a fruit exporting State, and
we need to see that every possible oppor-
tunity is given to export our fruit in sound
condition. M~any countries are becoming
more and more qualified to compete with us.
America offers serious competition in the
export of primary products; and the same
may be said of South Africa. There the
London and Continental markets appear to
lie of primary consideration, If -fruit is
not of first quality it is Dot permitted to be
sent overseas; but I believe that in South
Africa they have every facility for the pro-
per transmission of their fruit. No fruit
can be sent away in good condition unless,
prior to its being placed on board ship, its
temperature has been reduced. I regret that
a tram extension has been made recently to
Cambridge-street. I know it is still open to
debate whether or not the day of the train
has gone. Personally I think this particu-
lar tram extension will very easily fall a
victim to char-a-bane opposition. The route
adopted is a roundabout one. It certainly
does not traverse the shortest distance. It
passes from Cambridge-street through one
or two smaller streets and, instead of travel-
ling south, it goes north as far as New-
castle-skreet, where it joins with the Leeder-
Oule tramn at the Oxford-street junction. It
is a great pity that tramway has to face
such a heavy handicap. I am sorry no pro-
vision is made for workers' homes. There
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was brought uinder isv notice some months
ago the instance of a family living in a hes-
sian housz'. The onl 'y IbYoteetion they had
from the weather was a few sheets of gal-
vanised iron and some hessian. It was a
family consisting of a man, his wife andl
three children, and they were anxious to
obtain a worker's home. Unfortunately
their application was so far down on the
list that it was impossible for them to wait.
In another instance success was ultimately
secured. That was the instance of a family
numbhering 10 when the application was put
in, hut 11 when approval was finally given.
It took eight months to secure that approval.
I think loan money could properly be pro-
vided in larger quantities and so give op-
portunity to those who are anxious to pur-
chase homes of their own on extended terms
under the Workers' Homes Act. I notice
a sum is being provided for experimental
farmns. I should like to know whether these
experimental farms will include one or more
fruit farms. Those well able to judge claim
that Western Australia comrares favourahly
with California in point of fruit production.
That being so, the establishment of fruit
farms for experimental purposes is well
justified. An immense amount of money
leaves this State every year for bananas,
pines, and other tropical fruits. I believe
that if serious consideration were given to
this subject and eperiments were made in
variolus parts of the State it would be found
possible by growing a proportion of our re-
quirements here to greatly redoce the
money, we are sending away for tropical and
isub-tropical fruit. Let me touch upon the
chargres being levied for water from an
extension from Mundaring to Glen For-
rest and Darlington. Prior to approval
being given to this extension the Green-
mount Road Board joined with other griar-
antors in making an offer of £50 per annum
to corer any loss that might arise in
resneet of this work. Later the meml-
bers of that board, realisinz how import-
ant it was for the maintenance of
the York Road that that road shonld
be watered during the srnmnr months.
waited as a deputation on the Minitter and
urged A reduction in the Charge ner throns-
andl galons, whlich is no less than '.- 64. So
Astonished was I at the reply given that
I felt a mistake bad been madle. Not
only is 59. 6d. the charge for this
puiblic purpose of watering the Von: Road,

but it is levied on those who have the water
service at both Glen Forrest and Darling-
ton. When a conference between the depart-
miental officers and representatives of Glen
Forrest and Darlington met at Chidlowv
some three years ago, it was defluitoly de-
cided that the charge per thousand gallons
should be 2s. 6d. Even that is in excess of
the amount charged in Guildford and in
Perth. Nevertheless the conference. felt it
was a reasonable charge, since the quantity
to be consumed would be comparatively
small. When, later on, the accounts showed
that the actual charge was 5s. 6d. per thous-
and gallons, dissatisfaction was general.

Hon. W. J. George: But they agreed to
pay it.

Mr. SAMPSON: No such agreement was
ever made. The agreement was that the
charge should be 2s. lid. I cannot conceive
any justification for the charge o?. 5s. 6d.
per thousand gallons.

Hon. WV. J. George: It is all a question
of the cost of putting down the main.

Mr. SAMPSON: When an arraiigement
is made if should be observed.

The Minister for Lands: Did you ever
hear of consumers of water maintaining
their agreements?

Mr. SAMPSON: The people of Darling-
ton and of Glen Forrest are maintaining, the
agreement they entered into. They aire very
ready to maintain that agreement, but the
department says the charge is not 2s. CIL per
thousand gallons but 5s. 6d. It is incredible
that so high a charge should be levied on
people so near to the source of supply.

I-on. W. J. George: They agreed to pay
58. Gid.

Mr. SAMPSON: They never did.
Hon. J1. George: I know they did.
Mr. SAMPSON: They -lid nothing of

the sort. The file will show that 2,, Gd. was
the charge agreed upon at the conference at
Chidlows. Sur'-ly 29. (;d. is quite sitilicient.

Hon. W. T1. George: You cannot make me
believe that tte department charge 5sg. lid. if
they a-.reed to nhnre only 2s. 6d.

Mr. SAMPSON: I assure the hon. nwyA-
her it is so. I shall he perfectly satisfied if
the. Treasurer will be good enougr, . to look
into this. I regret that the Honorniry Min-
ister, who iias the administration of this
Particular, department, is not presen~t, and so
I anneal to the T-ensurer. I bone be will
look into the mntter and if. un flidng that
"IV statement is eorrerit, be revrrt to the
chaRgze ,Igrerd to At the Chilows conference,
I shall be perfectly satisfied. The otatter of
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the charge to the road board is one which
should leceive special consideration. All said
and dont, the maintenance of the York-road
is of importance to many local authorities
in addition to the Ureentiount Road
Board. WVby should nuot the water be avail-
able to Lte (ireeninount Road Rou'd at a
reabonable ratel Wnlen one mnutions a
charge of 5s, 6d. per thousand galwns, one
is stuck by the unreasonableness ot At.

The Minister for Lands: Did not you dis-
cuss that matter on the general Estimnates, of
the'N~\ater Supply Department I

Mr. SAMPSON: I have discussed it on
several occasions, and I shall continue to
meation AL until the agreement entered
into is observed.

lion. WV. .J, George: XWb3 do not you see
the ile and then you would know.

Mr. SAMUPSON: I have seen the file and
it is stated that 2s. 6d, would he the charge.

lion. W. J. George: Was it agreed to by
the M1inister?

Mr. SAMPSON: I cannot say, but it was
agreta to by the people at the confezence. As
a result of the discussion at the conference,
the people at Glen Forrest and Darlington
entered into the guarantee.

lHon. W. J1. George: If that can be proved,
you have a ease, but I have my doubts.

Mr. SAMPSON: This matter has been
urged time after time, but the people have
received no redress. The people of the
hills district are law abiding, anxious
to pay their way and do what is
right, but they. urge that the Gov-
ernment should do what is right and
not seek to impose a charge of more than
100 per cent, in excess of Lat agreed upon.
When the general Estimates were under eon-
side. ation, a good deal of discussion ensued
on the metropolitan water supply. Those
nmembers who have considered the matter
have been astonished at the immense area of
country that is gradually being reserved for
watershed purposes. The Minister for
Works, when introducing his Estimates, said'
he expected that ultimately the water from
the Murray River would be required for
metropolitan purposes.

Hon. W. J. George: And lower down, too.
Mr. SAMPSON: Possibly so. What does

that meantI
The M"inister for Lands: It means that de-

velopment is taking place.
Mr. SAIMPSON: I wish to show that it

is the reverse of development. What is the
position in the big centres of the world?

lake London, Berlin, Paris, and even some
of the AU.Craian capital cities. Ailready
certain parts o± this btate are being de-
nuded ci settlers, who are compelled to leave
their hoiaings because the land is required
fur catiment or watershed purposes. A
muan may have lived on a farm or orenard
for many years, possibly having been borna
and bredt in the locality, and he is required,
perhaps at an advanced age, to seek neow
country and make a new hom;e.

Lon. W. JI. George: Well, he is com-
pensated.

,Ms. bAiMIPS ON: No monetary compen-
sation. could recompense a man who is force(,
off his holding in that way.

iThe Minister for Lands: But the Govern-
ment musit provide a water supply for the
public.

Mr. SAMPSON: The general impression
is that it is essential such men should be
forced off their holdings in order that the
land migoit be used for watershed purposes.
Let us consider the question from a broader
viewpoint. What is best for the State? Is
it a good thing- that such a tremendous area
as is gradually being resumed should be.
utijised for that purpose, and that settlers
should be deprived of the opportunity they
previously had to earn a living and increase
the production of the State?

Hon. G. Taylor: You cannot have dens',
settlement on a watershed.

Mr. SAMPSON: I have sought informa-
tion as to what is done in the Old Country.

The Minister for Lands: Look at the rain-
fall in the Old Country.

Mr. SAALtPSON: And we, too, get good
rains at certain times. It is possible by
various methods to bring the water to a
state that it should not eause any injury to
the health of consumers. I em pleased at
the utijisation of pipe-head dams, which
means that immediate use can be wade of
the flow of water available. That appears
to me to be in the highest degree wise, and
the effect must be a big saving of interest
charges. I claim in regard to eatehment
that there is no need for extensive areas. I
realise that that is a bold statement to make,
but I have in support of my statement my
knowledge of what has taken place and is
taking place in other countries, At Church-
man's Brook the catcbment area is roughly
three miles. long by 1 2 miles wide. Th e
Wongong area has a length of 10 miles by
perhaps three miles. The area of the Can.
ning catchment reserve is perhaps 30 milea
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by seven mniles. 1 repeat that those ligures
are approximate. In view of the statement
made the other evening, tbere is a possibility
that the Serpentine area may be utilised for
cateliment purposcz.. In that instance a
length of 20 miles by a breadth of eight
miles would he required to make poszible
the eatchment of the Murray. I can give
only approximate figures, but the ultimate
area of land to be reserved xs-ill probably be
not less than 500 square miles. Even to-day
I believe about- 400 square mniles of country
is so reserved. That is a tremendous area;
from Mundaring half way to Beverley there
is a great watershed reserve. Picture that
enormous area, somie of the mnost fertile land
in the State, held for watershed purposes!
Surely, in the ultimate result, we shall find
half the southern portion of thle State re-
served for eatchment purposes.

Ron. W. J. George: Nonsenset
Mr. SAMNPSONX: Everythintg is tending-

that way.
Hon W. J. George: 'Not at all,
Mr. SAM.PS ON: Here we are f orcin g pro-

.ducers off the land. Not every authority is
convinced that it is essential to do so, and
if it is not essential, is it not desirable that
an aiteration should be made at the earliest
possible momnent? When we realise how
many of the best portions of thle country
-are being forced out of use, the question is
surely worthy of consideration.

Hon. G, Taylor: Its value as a catcient
area is greater than the value of anYthing it
could produce.

Mr. Marshall: There is aslot of land being
voluntarily held up while the owners an'
v~aiting for a price.

Mr. SAMPSON: M~ush of thle land to
which I refer is being resumed under thec
Public Works Act, and ultimately it must
become non-productive.

The Minister for Lands: You could not
have two or three pigsties in thle centre of: a
catchment area.

Mr. SAMPSON: It would be possible to
control that sort of thing. The Minister for
Lands, perhaps more than any other member
of this House, bas travelled in the Old Gout.-
try. Hre knows that the consumption of
water there. is very high, though not so high
per head as in a warmer climate such as
that of the Commonwealth. The quanttity of
water used in a city like Loudon is tremnen-
dous. If it were necessary there to reserve
as a watershed area all the land from whicha
the water comes, the whole of England might

be held for that purpose. Obviously that is
not necessary, and since other countries can
provide a bsuihicat quantity of water to meet
their demiands without holding up half the
country side, why should we not alter our
present liolityl I ask the Govertnent to
give this muatter serious consideration. I
cannot believe that it is essential in the in-
terests of thle health. of the people that so
much land should be held for watershed pur-
poses. Notwithstanding what has been done,
the present 1Jo~itio3] iis unsatisfactory. No
doubt thle Minister i!? doing everything that
canl he done, hut we know that whien bore
water was available, the position was hetter
thani it is to-day. To revert to the use of
bore wrater, however, would not solve the
problem. 1 ask thle Government to consider
whether it is necessary to htold such oxten
sire areas iii reserve.

Mr. Mfarshall: Do not you really think
we should first force into use the land that
is held out of production?

Mr. -A[SO That is another ques-
tion. I have always advocated-

Air. M1arshall: You bare not done to
sincerely.

lion. G. Tay~or: rte miember for MaNfr-
ebison must not question anl hon. member's
sincerity.

Mr. SAVMPSON: The lion. member may
do so if he wishes; I barve no objection.
The watershed areas to-day are traversed
by roads and faulna dies within them, while
there are also other pos-iihilities of pollu-
tion, but still no one siffcr . One could
drink from a ruiming stream at :i very short
distance fromn the source of pollution and I
believe no ill would r-esult. The possibility
of pollution is very remote indeed. There
is no iieed to dependt iuporn this; natural law.
The water could he chlorinated. If that
were done there would he no pozssibility of
any injurious orzraniv matter wretting into
the water.

Mr. Lindsay: I agree with that.
'Mr, SAMNPSON:-- Thiotwh T am expressing

the views of a layman. I amt supported by
my knowledge of other parts of the world,
and T think 1 ami jusfifled in drawing atten-
tion to thle matter. I hope the Treasurer
wvill see that special attention is given to
ascertaining whether it is essential that thes;e
areas shlould be held in reserve. I am con-
vinced that anl inlquiryv would result in a
deteriminalion that they shoifld not he re-
,,mcnd. Consequientlyt. this State would be
the richer, because in place of a tremend-
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ously large and steadily increasing area be-
ing held in idleness and non-productivity it
would be held and utilised.

Mr. Marshall: You will Fee a lot of that
sort of land along the Avoic River that i:
held and not used.

2Mr. SAMPSON: I am referringr to the
valleys in the hill country The other even-
ig the -Minister for WVorkg -aid that in the
opinion of mnany the day w4h p~erhaps not
far distant when the waters of the Murray
Would ]wi re::itired in ohrto give Perthn
suflicient wvater supplir.

RON. W. J. GEORGE (Murray-Welling-
ton) [8.3]: The member for Swan does not
seem to have very mntth faith in the possi-
bility of the officers responsible for our
water supply having- given consideration to
every aspect of the question before getting
out their plans. He draws a comparison
between Great Britain and other countries
and this State. I wotild point out that tim.
rainfall in those countries is vastly different
from what it is in Wcatern Australia.

-Mr. Marshall: 'Where You get 2 inches
to our one.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: The rainfall in this
State, with the exception of this year, is
generally confined to a few months of the
witer. Unless there us aa area sufficiently
large to collect the big amount of water
required to carry on the particular district
during, the dry parts of the year there is
bound to be trouble. 1 am acquainted with
the water supplies of such cities as Glasgow,
'Manchester and Birminigham. In those
eities the water is drawn from the adjacent
mountains and from long distances. There
are constant showers comting down throng-
out the year, and in the winter there are
large falls of snow, which thaw and create
another flow of water into the sources of
supply. It is a pity the bon. member, or
his frends, who gave him the information,
did not give greater consideration to a mat-
ter which is too serious to be dealt with
except in a serious manner.

-Mr. Marshall: In India it rain% almost
every hour of the day.

l1on. W. J1. OEORGE: The member for
Swan may rest assured tbat the engineers
responsible for dealing with our water sup-
ply have given the best of their ability and
the fulneg, of their experience to doing that
which they felt wa.s righlt to do, and
they should not lip eaiiled at. I do
not intend to deal with the question of

the distillation of water. 11 is so silly for
people constantly to be dealing with the
same question. The whole of the ground
was covered by the original Perth water-
works people some 30 od(i years ago, when
there were no coniplaint.. It was dealt
with by the metropolitan water supply
service, up to the timear when Mr. Faulkner
left it, and there were no complaints.
It is only during the last few years
that these complaints have come forward.
It is not altogether a question of rust. The
water is stained because it has held in sola-
tion a certain amount of xvash fromt the clay
soils of the catchiment, areas. These deposits
are coated upon the pipes. Whenever the
water pipes are opened up or there is a con-
stant flushing of the pipes, some of this coat-
ing is bound to be dislodged, and some
people are bound to get it. I notice that a
certain sum is set down for group settle-
mnents. The Estimates show-

Contribution to Commtonwealth main roads
chargeable to group settlement. Construction
of roads and drains Busselton, Dlenmark, Man-
jimup and Northcliffe areas and other works
as may be authorised.

I would draw attention to the fact that whin
further group settlements are required there
is no need to go to the extreme south of the
State. Ther-e is any amount of land equally
as good as the Peel Estate, if not better than
it, between the Peel Estate and Parkyille
near Bunbury. There are hundreds of thetis-
ands of acres of land there suitable for a
big settlement scheme on similar lines to
those which are already under way. Around
Bunbury and Harvey and those other cen-
tres the people are already beginning to get
together data to put before the Government
with a view to asking them to give more
consideration to that part of the South-
West than has yet been meted out to it by
any Government. There are large areas of
land around Parkville that have been
shown to the Minister for Lands. Many
fine areas of land exist on the coastal side of
Pinjanra which could be used for the pur-
pose I have indicated. There is a railway
which was constructed from Waroona. to
Lake Clifton. That could be brought into
use and put to great service for the develop-
ment of the area in question. The Govern-
ment have certainly stolen all the sleepers,
rails, fishplates and bolts, etc., but the time
is not far distant when some Government--
probably not the present one-will relay
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that line and put it to the use that it should
be put. I notice that the Minister in his
Estimates is very modest as to the amount
of money that ill he spent on railways dur-
ing the rest of the financial year. For the
Manjiimup-Mlt. Barker railway a sum of
X$000 is set down. No doubt this; has to do0
with the neces~sary survey. For the Ejand-
in-, Northwards railway anoLber sum o1
£5),000 ha,9 been allocated. For the railway
north of Salmon Gums £115,000 is set down.
I hope this uinfortunate line may he con-
structed with common sense governing the
actions of thie workmen who are engaged
upon it. We should have no more of thp
silly business as to whether there shall be
constructed half a mile or three-quarters of
a mile in one day. Surely it is to the interests
of the State that the line should be constructed
as quickly as possible. Tf three-quarters of
a mile of line can he laid in one day it will
shorten the period and hasten the time when
the line will be of use to the people for
whom it is being built. I hope that better
counsels3 will prevail with the men who are
building the line, and that there will be no
further argument as to the rate at which
the work shall proceed. It is proposed to
recondition certain water pipes. This ahows
the exercise of great care and that over-
lookingz is going on with regard to the re-
quirements of so important a scheme as our
water supplies. Very naturally the people
of Perth require the water to he as good
as Possible. They have to remember that a
water supply is a serious uindertaking for
any Government. U~nless we are all pre-
pared to co-operate, the iundertakinz cannot
he carried through. T do not know how
Perth would get on without its; water sup-
ply. The People coild not depend unco
wclla. Tf they dlid there would he an out-
breakt of thie Colonial fever which Almoot
devas.tated Perth in its early history. The
water suipply of Perth and the faciities
given to the people have been a mrat boon
to them. So far as Price is concerned, we
cannot have an article without paving for
ft. flnrrince the time T occupied the nosition
of Minister for Water Snnnly a number of
peonle on the hill-, wanted water. Ever
cheme was zone into, not with the idea of

takinr~ money ouit of their Pockets. hut with
the idea of supplvinq them at a reecnnable
pnee co ionz er the denairtment dlid not
loa money on the deal. It is an atnushing
thincr. hut mari huiman netnre. that when
people act at thing they have tried for, as

soon as they get it and it cannot be taken
away, they endeavour to secure still better
conditions. They find some susceptible or
syNmpathetic member of Parliament to take
up their ease and endeavour to secure an
improvement over the conditions that were
granted at the tunie.

Vfr. SAaPson:- In other worids, a reduc-
Con in ehnrze from &s. 6d. to 2s. 6d.

l 1on. WV. J. GEORGE: If in this par-
ticular case, when the supply was given, it
was oigreed to do the work at 2s. Pd., it
should be carried out for that, even if the
State lost money. I question, however,
whether that was the case. I fancy it is
more likely that 5s. 6d. was put down, and
that the people desired to get the water for
29. 6d. When these things happen there is
always someone on the deputation who is
Possessed of a facile memory and can always
recollect that someone has said something
which does not appear on the notes.

The Premier: Those are the facts of the
case.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: It is only hulman
nature, of which I know something. I have
a Creat contempt for people who zo to the
Mlinister and get something out of him, and
then afterwards endeavour to secure some-
thing better. My heart is swelline with sym-
pathetic pity for the gentleman who has
been their unsuspecting mouthpiece.

MR, GRTrrPTT'RS (Avon) r8,15]: If in
discnsavir these Estimates one does so from
the point of view of the peonle one repre-
sents, and the term parochial may be ap-
plied to a membher's speech, then T ant
afraid my remarks will come within that
cateeorv. Ont of a total of 94.812.3-17 there
is a s.Tnl of £C30,fllM set down for the Yarrn-
monv railway. There is the larre sum of
£,5l00 that iN to 'he spent before the end
of .Tnne. 1lq27. This raiilwayv bnq been the
subjet of many denations to varionn Pre-
miens. Tisc eveninr T hunnted up thei names;
of the vario-s Premiers who hare bed cin'e-
thine to do with the line.. T frid that they
incluide the late Mvf, 'Frank 'Wilqnn, Sir
Hepnry Tspf-ov, Cir .Tqmesq l~tehell. Mr.
Sen-ifjan. fr. CnAl~ateh. onl flip nrpet
Premier. Tt took 15 veqrs to se-ure the an-
thorisation for th-e conatruction of the line.
Now, after a fn-they three vm-~ we 'have
arrived at the stace where Z5.000 hq to he
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spent. Since I have been member for Avon
I have introduced three or four deputations
to various Ministers. Always we had hoped
to hear something encouraging, certainly
something more encouraging than we can
learn from the Loan Estimates this year.
No fewer than seven railways are mentioned
in the Loan Estimates as being marked for
commencement, £C5,000 being- provided for
each. Those railways are the Boyup Brook-
Cranbrook railway, the Broorton-Dale
River line, the Bridgetown-Jardanup line,
the Kalkalling-Bullflnch line, the Lake
Grace-Kalglaria line, the Manjimup-Mo tnt
Barker line, and the Yarramiony Eastward
line. I know that the survey of the Yarra-
mony Eastward line has been completed, but
not much of a commencement can be made
with the excpeunditure of £5,000 only. This
particular line has been a political railway
ever since it was first dealt with, I was
hoping that it would continue to be a politi-
cal railway now, and that it would be started
just before the election, which would make
the election an interesting one.

Mr. Marshall: You may be sorry before
the election is over.

Mr. QRTFFTTHS: That is aill right; I
do not mind that.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It is a ease of tread
on the tail of my coat!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I should have thought
it wiser to have provided a much larger
sum of money on the Loan Estimates and
thus made a decent start with the railway.
I am keenly disappointed because the coun-
try through which the line will proceed is
one of the finest wheat belts in the S~tate.
Last rear it contributed about one-fifth of
the wheat that was exiuorted overseas. The
total wheat sent from the four areas through
the centre of which the line will go, was
4,023. 8 q bushels. aind we expect that the
oit'-ut will he lareely augmented this year.
I told the settlers that they wouild probably
have to wait for 20 vears before the line
wag constructed, which would ere them
two more years to emo but T hope that my
fo-Pec.t will be nroved inneenirae. IWhen
snpalini reaairdine the Wslkall'ne railwayv
the other nfrht. soin remarks of mine were
fligfth eortrsdiote&-

'Rr'n. (I. Taylor: That is nothintu new in

Mr. Cr-TFFTflS: Mv facts are zener-

sl~y e-rent And they were so on ffiat occa-
sion. T said that some of the bloclks held in

the country through which the line would
pass-i may have said Bullfinch, although
I did not mean to do so-north and north-
east of Westonia, comprised over 4,000 acres
and pointed to the fact that the country
through which the railway was to go might
be lighter than the land in theq Goomarin
area, for which we w'ere asking railwvay
facilities. I find that there are nine blocks
of o'ver 4,000 acres each, making a total
of 40,643 acres. There are nine blocks ef
over 3,000 acres eachb, gtiving a total of
31,121 acres. There are 14 blocks each over
2,000 acres, giving a total of 33,687 acre-,
These blocks, ranging- from 2,000 acres to
4,000 acres each, give a total area of
105,452 acres all in large areas. 'There are
10 blocks of over 1,000 acres each, makingq
a total of 16,877 acres, and nine blocks
each of of 1,000 acres or less than that area,
making a total of 8,341 acres. This gives
a total for the blocks of 1,000 acres or
under of 25,218 acres Geelakin Sheet
No. 1, which I have prepared, shows
six blocks of over 4,000 acres each.
Three blocks each over 3,000 acres; 1.2
blocks each over 2,000 acres; 14 blocks each
over 1,000 acres; and 15 blocks of 1.000
acres or under. These 51 blocks give an
average of 2.033 acres, whereas the 51
blocks on Geelakin Sheet No. 2 give an aver-
age of 2.562 acres per block. That area
extends to 1914 miles from the fence to
its eastern boundary of the areas men-
tioned on Oeelaldin Sheet No. 2. That
would make it 3114 mites from Klkalinug
and brine it within 17 miles, of Bullfinch.
So, when T urged that the line sholild be
takcen south to snit the people of the GbOO-
marin area, r was suggesting taking ihe line
throu1gh better class land. I hope the Min-
ister will look into this question and T will
be pleased to show him the particulars I have
drawn up in the two sheets T refe~rred to-

Mr. Kennedy: Why are there such huge
blocksl

Mr. GRIFFTHS: Becaus~e thrc is not
sufficient first-class land available. There
must be 640 acres of first-class land in a1
block before advances can be secured from
the Agricultural Bank.. It was neessary to
have these large blocks in ordeT to get that
proportion of first-class country. 1 may be
fouind in the future that the litthtei country
is the better in view of the lighter rainfall.

Mr. J. H. Smith: I suppose that is the
reason why the railway has been hung up for
18 years.
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MAr. GRIFFITHS: That country was not
proved until the Goomaria people pioneered
it aind proved its capabilities. The Yarra-
many Eastward railway is becoming a hardy
annual. I regret sincerely that out of £4,832,-.
347 pros ided on the Loan Estimates, there
is £5,000 only to be spent on the Yarramony
Eastward rhilway before the end of June,
1927,

MRtp. 3. H. SMITH (Nelson) ~2]
There are one or two smiall matters to which
I desire to refer. One concerns the State
Sawmills. Will the 'Minister for Works tell
Wec whether the busines' premises that arc
1)eing erected at Pemberton are to be pro-
vided for out otf loan funds? Will he inform
mie whether the Government think it is fair
to sell land iii the townsite adjoining and
yet proceed wvith the building of sloreps that
will he used in oppo.-ition to the peceple who
bare bought blocks in the town ,ite for busi-
ness purposes!9

Mr. E. B. Johnston:- They are still doing
it, too.

Mr. J. HI. SMITH: To my mnind it is an
absolute breach of faith on the part of the
Government to sell blocks in the to-%vhsite
and yet build business premises half a mile
away, thus embarking uipon unfair comn-
petition.

Mr. E. B. Johnston:. And they .imL doing
it deliberately!

Mr. J. 11. SM1ITH: Are those bu-ildings
to be paid for out of loan funds or from
general revenne or is the money to come
froml the profits of the Slate Sawmills? Deal-
ing- with the rote for the development of
agriculture. I notice that no provision has
been made for the establishment of a school
of agriculture in the South-West. Why is
Narrogin the only faveotred district? In
view of the large sums; of money beingy Spent
in the South-West, the Glovernment would
he wkce to make provision along the lines I
indicate. If they desire to make the pros-
pects bright for the boys in the South-West
they should provide a school for a," ieulture
in the South-West so that the lads wil] learn
the best methods to adopt iinder ihe con-
ditions that exist in that part of the Sttate. I
aim bitte'rly disappointed that the Treasurer
has not been able to find a sumn of money
to establish a school of agrTicultuip in the
Southi-West. We have experimental farms
throughout the wheat areas and the 'Mount
Barker and fleidgetown orchardistR have
been urging the Government to establish an

experimental orchard where investigations
can be carried out to determine the best fruits
to grow for export, the best way to combat
diseases and so forth. We want to know
-whether the Treasurer wvill, even ut this
late moment, consider the advisability of do-
iag something along the line, of establishing
a school for agrienit are in the South-West.
Regarding railway matters, I have licen fav-
oured by the Government. The people- in my
dibtrict greatly appreciate what has been
done in that direction, but there arc people
there who consider that the Treasurer is the
hardest hearted magn that ever occupied that
position. They consider he has an obliga-
tion to fulfil and yet has made no provision
for doing so. They say he has favoured the
Albany and Denmark people by making pro-
vision on the Loon Estinmtes to start the
construction ot' a railway from Denmark. On
the other hand, be has left the peoplo at the
Pemberton and Northcliffe end untouchied.
If a start can be made with the line from one
end, surely the people at Northeliffe and also
those 15 or 20 miles further away, are en-
titled to some consideration at iteir end.
What is good for the people at one end of
a proposed line, should hie good for ihe peo-
ple at the other cad of the line.

The Premier: They have good road-.
Mr. T1. H. SMT- : The Premier k nows it

is impossqible to earl prodnet, ovrr those
roads during thle winter ionthi4.

The Premier: I do not.
Mr. J1. 11. SMITH: A rood was con-

struecled out from Pemberton at at Cost Of
£40,000 and the Premier knows it will not
stand the strain of continuouis traffic, par-
ticularly in the winter months. There is
only one way of getting the produce to mar-
ket and that is by means of a railway which
should be constructed. If the Mitchell 0ov-
erment had been returned to power, l'e
railway would have been constructed by now
and the people would have been caning their
produce for 2V, years.

The Premier: You~ are joking!F
Mr. J. IT. SMI1TH: Unfortunately a

change took place. I know it was the dreamn
of the Leader of the Opposition, hadl lie been
returned to office three years ago, to con-
struct that railway.

Mr. Chesson: He is still dreaming.
The Premier: ('an you not see that I am

going to start it? There is an item, on the
Estimates.

Mr, J1. H.L SMITH: The~re is no provision
on the Loan Estimates.
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The Premier: As a matter of fact it is
in your interests that we should not start
it.

Mr. J. H. SMITTW, Even if it meant my
political oblivion, it would not matter, be-
cause the interests of the country are much
greater than my personal interests and the
line is necessary to make a success of that
part of the State. With regard to hospital
accommodation I want to know why places
like Beverley, Katanuing. Geraldton, and
Northami should he selected for special treat-
ment. That kind of thing applies through-
out Western Australia in old-established
towns, The districts that are growing are
not receiving the saie consideration. In
those places the people have to subscribe a
portion or half the amouint that is required
to provide hospital accommodation.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 think the hon. ment-
ber is wandering from the Loan Estimates.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have said all
want to say about hospitals except to add
that I would like to knewv why some pro-
vision has not been made for increasing the
size of the hospital at Northcliffe. The
Premier knows that Nortlxeliffe is a growing
centre, and we requir-e provision made for
the accommodation of settlerh' wives.

The Premier: Yes, I know. A hospital
was needed the day I wag there.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: There is no pro-
vision on these Estimates.

The Premier: Yes, there is.
Mr. 3. H. SITH: With regard to har-

hour facilities, I draw the attention of the
Government and their supporters to the
miserable amount that has been provided for
improvements. to the harbour at Buabury.
I am interested in Bibury harbour because
it is the natural out!ct for our dairy pro-
duets and our fruit.

The Premier: There is money provided
for Bunhury harbour.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes. A paltry
£C15,000 which is merely a drop in th--
ocean, At the same time we find that for
Geraldton and Fremntle five or six times
that amount baa been set aside.

The Premier: There has been more money
spent at Bunbury than at Gera).dton,

Mr. J. H. SMTH:T Mfore money has
been wasted at Bunbury. It has not been
spent in the right diretion by this or any
previous Government. We wont adequate
provision made at Bminbtury. I am aston-
ished at the member for Bunbury (r

Withers) allowingn the Vote to go through
without having something to say about it.

The Premier: We tire going to snag the
river right up to Bridgotown.

Mr. J. HI. SYiTH: That will be a good
idea. We in the Sonth-West do, not want
to haul oar produce right past Bunbury to
Fremantle. We also want cool stores at
Bunbury. This year it will not be possible
for fruitgrowers in the South-West to ship
a single ease of fruit from Bunhury.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Possibly the Pre-
mier has been following the advice given in
B uchanan's report.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: What I1 read of that
report was not ve-ry generous so far as the
whole State was concerned. It dealt with
the political side of Western Australia but
did not refer very much to the conditions
of the different barburs and their geo-
graphical positions. However, I am not
discussing that report. I am expressing
disappointment at the smnall consideration
that 1-uabury has received at the hands of
the present Government. There should he
in hand at the present time the nucleus of
a very big scheme at the Bunbury harbour.
It is not good policy for people outback to
have to carry their produce right past %.
harbouir which is at their very door.

The Mlinister for Works:. The Engineer.
in-Chief is going into the matte'r now. He
has not his report ready yet. I hare told
this to the Hlouse half a, dozen timies.

Mr. J. HI. SAMTH: The Treasurer then
is a.-Din at fault for not anticipating the
report of the Engineer-ia-Chief. He must
know that approval as recommnended by this
officer will cost at least £100,000, The Pre-
nuier could have anticipated something like
that and provided a larger sum on the Esti-
mates. .I heard both the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition agreeing with each
other that neither had spent all that had
]een. provided on the Loan Estimates.

The Minister for Works: You can bet
your life that no money will he sp~ent at
Bunbury until the Engineer's. scheme has
been set out.

Mr. 31. H. SMITH: I do not blame the
Mlinister for not spending any more money
at Biuibury until that report has been made
available. Of course the Government murt
make out some ease so that it shall not be

apaetthat Geraldtoni and Fremantle
have had such a big advantage over other
ports. The Minister for Works must be
awaqre that Bunbury is becoming a very im-
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1'oitanut centre. This year there will bu
shipped irum that port no lesis tIan one mil-
lion bushels of wheat. Although the Pre-
mier has told us that he is going to make
necesary itrovibion in the yards, I canno.t
help remarking that nothing his been done
in the way of improving the railway yards
at Bunbury for the past 211 Years. There

i no niet ecnuodation or cool stores
or anything- of the kind. I am very dis-
appointed with these Estimates, more es-
pecially in regard to the continuation of
the jailway from Pemberton to Noi theliffe
which has been promised during the past
four or five years.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremiantle) [8.371:
When speaking on the general Esti-
mates I referred to the Rottnest jetty
and the Minister replied that provision
would he made on the Loan Esti-
mates. I notiee that on these Estimates
there is a sum of money allocated, but it is
so well wrapped up that it is very hard to
say how'it is intended to ap end it. There
is an amount of £86,000 provided, but the
note beside it tells us that it is for "Swan
River improvements from the Narrows to
Mxaylands, the Rottuest jetty, the charges of
plant and minor works as anthor:sed." I
shall be pleased if the Minister will tell us
what it is proposed to do at Rottuest dur
ing the current financial year. The question
of the condition of the Rottinest. jetty has
been agitating the minds of a number of
people for a long time. In July last I
received the following letter from the Pub
lie Works Department:-

With reference to your lettei of the 15th
ult., to the Ron. Minister, in regard to tihe
jetty at ltottniest, I hare to inform you that an
amount of £500 was spent on epSars -n the
existing jetty at Rottuest. It i3 milerstood
that Captain Nicholas's objection is not to the
structure of the jetty but to the position, which
is close in shore whore the swells break only a
short distance froml the rocks. Ther? is a
proposal under consideration to resgurvey the
channel, which was partly dredge'l luring
1924, as soon as fine weather sets in. The whole
question of a new jetty will then he reviewe'l.
Even if money was available at the present
moment jetty construction could not t'conifi-

eally be undertaken at this time of th.' year.

Unless something is done the £C5,000 that
has already been spent there will he so much]
money thrown into the sea. Something will
have to be done very shortly otherwise it
will be too late liv reason of the fact tha.
the weather will again become so had that
ino work wilhe possible at the Jetty. I

draw the attention oif the coummittee to the
tact that a large numuber of visitors will he
proceeding to itottuest in the near future,
and to tii.e people the jetty at taru island
will he as gicat a source of annoyt'nce and
dangemr as it has beven to othersi in pa-t years.
I1 trust the M1iister will be able to give us
.some detinite information as to what it is
prop osed to do in the early future at the
island. A sum of £50 for repairs was pro-
vided on the general Estimates. To-night it
will be interesting to be boid what is going
to o~cur during the present financial year.
With regard to the Fremantle railway and
road bridge, I regret that a larger amont
has not been provided on these Estimates.
The member for Avon (Mr. Griffiths) corn-
lplained that something like £30,000 wag
voted last year for the Yarramony railway
and that only £5,000 was to be spent this year.
But in connection with the Fremantle rail-
way and -road bridge the Estimates show:
there is an unexpended balance of £03,D5G
and that the estimated expenditure for this
year is £5,000, leaving a carry-over of
£88,956. It occurs to me that things sholdd
be moving a little faster with an important
work of this description. I do not know
whether the Minister can tell us how far
the investigations have gone, for instance,
whether a site has been chosen. Unle-,
something is done before this session fin-
ishes, practically nothing more will be pos-
sible until next year when the Loan Esti-
mates come up again for consideration.
Somethin2- might have been done in the way
of providing sufficient money to place an
order for material in the Old Country where
Ave know it has to he purchased, but it
certainly looks as, if iiotbing is going to 'be
done until the Houqe meets again. The pro-
gress made for the year ended the 30th
Julne, 19126, consisted of the purchase of a
site, whilst the prog-ress anticipated for the
year ended 39th June next will amount to
the completion of investigations and pre-
liminary wnrk.

Hon. 1. Trv~or: And land resumption.
Mr. SLEEMAN: It occurs; to me that no-

thine is oinir to he done during the next
12 months, further then the comnietion o~f
investigatory and preliminary work. If
that is the case, I am sorry more is not
being done. T note sleo that the flrernuient
proposce to ronstruct the seond line on the
existinz hridrre. That certainly nnints to
the fart flint the nAl hridee is to h-e ivn-
proved to an extent as to make it serve for
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some time to come. Then there is a 1pos.i-
hi] ity, that having spent so much on thc
old bridg-e, the Government may side step
the new bridge for some years. I certainly
would like to know what the Government
propose to do.

MR. KENNEDY (Greenough) [8A3]:
Though the Loan Estimates provide for the
expenditure of nearly five millions sterling,
it will be realised that this is a modest
amount considering the huge area of the
State, comprising as it does nearly a million
square miles. When we take into considera-
tion the expansion of all our industries and]
the undertakings that are being carried out
by the Government, the sum represented in
the Estimates is not very big. I congratu-
late the Government for what they have
done in the Greenough electorate in the wvay
of providing water supplies and assisting
the agricultural industry generally. Water
supplies have been provided throughout the
district excepting at the newy areas of Balka
and Dartmoor. Boring operations were car-
ried out there in the hope of locating water,
and the five or six bores that were in opera-
tion unfortunately were not successful. The
same position obtained in Goomaria, which
is adjacent to the Goldfields Water Supply,
and was provided from that source. I hope
the Government will not overlook the mat-
ter as regards my district. New bores are
being put down in the Balla and Dartmoor
area;, and are expected to furnish an ade-
quate water supply. Adjacent to those agri-
cultural areas is the mining town of Galena.
Last year hetween 200 and 300 miners
there, with their wives and families, found
themselves unprovided with -water. Their
supply then was the Murchison River when
in flood. However, the Government have
furnished them with a tank, which I am glad
to say is now full, and the Galena people
are extremely grateful. A large amount is
provided on the Loan Estimates for agri-
cultural development. That is highly neces-
sary, considering the numerous applicants
there are for land. I am pleaszed to see that
the Minister is establishing an experimental
farm east of Perenjori. The district con-
tains a larze area of aimieulturel land. T"ut
sufflhicnt data has not y et been secured
garding rainfall. An amount is prrrided
for the building of a railway from Ejatiding
northwards, which will extend about 25 miles
east of the present railway to Pithara. I

hope the time is not far distant when the
line will be extended to Binder and Mo1tllewa
on the Cue railway. The Minister for Lands
has stated that there is an immense area of
land available in the Esperance district, but
I would point out that if the Ejanding-
Northwards line is continued to either Pin-
dar or Mullexva, hundreds of settlers will
be provided tow. Last year Morowa, which
is 60 miles from Idullewa, produced 100,000
bags of wheat, and this year it is expected
to produce 150,000 bags, There is also a
large area of land available out from Pin-
tharaka, Gutha, Canna, and other sidings
along the M1ullewa-Cac railway. If that
area were opened up, it would provide
freight for the railways and shipping for
Geraldton, where a large amount is heing
spent on harbour improvement. I hope
the Minister for Lands will have
the area east of Perenjori classified
at an early date. Last year the
Government purchased the Mendel Estate,
near Mullewa, comprising approximately
33,000 acres. This has been subdivided into
17 blocks, for which there were about 150
applicants. Every day T am receiving
letters asking irhent the Government intend
to purchase the Wougoondy and Kockatea
Estates, which are adjacent to the Men del
Estate. Wongoondy and KFoekatea arc now
lying practically idle, and they would cut
up into first-class farms. I hope no hitchl
will occur in the carrying out of the maJin
roads policy. During the last few years
the Greenough electorate has benefited con-
siderably from the Government's roadi
policy, and large areas of land situated far
from a railway, and containing considerable
stretches that would not justify a railway-
as is also the case in other parts of the
State--have been rendered accessible by the
building- of good roads. One section of the
districtfrom Vuna to Bindoon, which is not
of sufficient quality to justify railway con-
struction, is now being opened up by roads,
aud numerous settlers are established from
Yuna to Dartmoor and from Bindoon to
Balla. The good roads which have been
provided enable the settlers to convey their
produce to the railways. I note that
£100,000 is provided for mining develop-
ment. r would like to tee the amount in-
creased. The Northampton mining field,
ow, of the oldest in the State from a base
metal point of view--lead and copper-has
produced over £1,500,000 worth of minerals.
Many of the mines on the field were closed
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down in the early days. not because of low-
grade ate, but because the price of lead bad
fallen to between £7 and Z5 per ton. Lead
is now from £29 to £30 per ton, and even
higher; and it would be an excellent thing
for that part of the State if the mines were
re-opened. The area of the field is exten-
sive, running from White Peak to the Mur-
chison River, and mlnouring 60 miles !u
length by 50 miles in breadth. In that area
arle many abandoned mines which, with a.
little assistance, could be worked profitably.
Last year a farmer in the distiiet while
ploughing his field turned up a lump of
metal, and to-day that place is a mine. It
has been equipped by the Tarcoola Blocks
Co. Ltd., who are now establishing a large
plant and in a few months will be employing
from 70 to 100 men. So far as lend and
copper are concerned, the district has never
been adequately prospected. I am glad to
say that the Government have undertaken
boring operations for coa at Eradu, 30 miles
from Geraldton. For many years coal has
been known to exist in that part of the
State. It has been discovenred at Irwin on
the Midland railwvay, and also on the Green-
ough River in the vicinity of Eradu; but
very little exploration wvoik has been done
until recently, when the Government put
down a bore. I am pleased to be able to
say that a few days age coal was located.
The boring is still in progress, and I hope
the coal will prove to be of commnercial
value. Although the Cole fields are a
great asset to the State, a discovery of corn-
mercial coal in the Geraldton district would
prove of immense advantage to the Com-
missioner of Railways, who would be re-
lieved of the necessity of. railing coal 600 or
700 miles to supply locom~otives in the north-
ern part of the system. fiegradiug?, I notice,
is to absorb a large amoant of money, es-
pecially the regradirig between Midlani1
Junction and Northam. Somie regrading
work is also going onl in the South-West.
But other parts of the system, especially in
the neighibourhood of Mful'ewa and Gerald-
ton, also require regramin,_. The traffic be-
tween Mullewat and Oernldhton !s :-owinz
enormously. The wool traffic is heavy and
the wheat traflit' is im-rcatsing- every year.
In a little time mnnete will be trans-
ported from Meekatharra to Clerafdton at
the rate of 50,000 to 106.1)(10 tons annually.
Over the rulinq grade on that line the
heaviest engine can at pr,i-ent take only be.
tween 180 and 200 tons. For the economical

working of the line, and in order that assist-
ance may be given to the industries of the
north, it is necessary thi large locomotives
there should be able to haul between 300 and
400 tons. Regrading at tbe 47-M1ile, between
Mullewa and Geraldton, wotld be a distinct
advantage to the system. At Eradu there is
a bank with a one in 531) grade which should
be reduced considerably. 1 hope the Goy-
ernnment will have those works carried out
as speedily as possible. On the items I
shall have something to say regarding accom-
modation for the railway staff at Ifullewa.
At present that accommodation is utterly
inadequate. Married men transferred t3
Mullewa are unable to tnke their wives and
families with them, owing t, want of accom-
modation. The Mullewa depot is rapidly
growing by reason of tfhe increase of agri-
cultural and mining products. Nomerous
railway men are there now without homes,
being compelled to leaxe their wives and
children in other part;. of the State. The
Railway Department cainot get enough
single men to go there. I hope. thierefore,
that the 'Minister for Rt'ilwsvs will see that
adequate housing acconmodation is pro-
vided at Mullewat as inl other parts of the
State. At Merredia, where I recently spent
a week-end, I noticed that the railway men
had substantial homes. Accommodation on
the same lines should be provided at Mul-
lewa, either in jarrah or in cement bricks.
Another anomaly exists at i lullewa. The
railway yards there are loc:.ted similarly to
those at loerredin. At ilerredin, however,
there is an overhead bridge for pedestrian
traffic from one part of the town to the
other. MIullewa, though nS large a town as
Merredin, has no railway ' jidge. The pub-
lie have to get from the station to the town
over railway lines covered1 %;ith trucks and
over engine pits. The poople of M.\ullewa
are anxiously waiting for the erection of n
bridge. One similar to that at Ye-vedia
would not be costly, arid 1 hope the Minister
wvill give the matter seiois consideration.
I do not see anything- onl fie Loan E~timates
to provide additional water! supplies for the
MVllevis Cf ',oav Ail tl~ trn~v onl that
line hatve lu haul water ta uks, and in some
part, of tile sv-4em they' ipeqnie two and
even tlirco tin's to earryv thVem librront to
the next watering station. There will be
enormous tira ih' on this jai of the systemn
soon, aid an :1dequa te %xoIcr s-ilv Ns v~sem-

le. The water entehurerts avnilahlc would
fill the dams every year. 1 hope, therefore,



[30 Novsmlon, 1926.] 251')

that the Minister for RaJ~ays will give con-
sideration to the establishment of additional
watering~ stations on the inorthern section of
the railway system.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [8.58] : Dur-
ing the last three years the Government
have introduced Loan Estimates for a total
of nearly 12 millions. It is curious to loot.
back a few years and see how the present
attitude of all sections in this State in regard
to loan expenditure differs from that which
existed some time ago. A few years back
tile present Premier, when speaking on the
Loan Estimates, is reported in "Hansard'"
as follows:-

Mr. Collier strongly protested against the
vicious proposition to spend £70,000 out of
loan money. This was nothing short of placing
posterity in pawn . . . . In the face of this
prosperity we found this miserable pettifog-
ging systemi of erecting bridges and public
buildings out of loan money.

The Premier: In what year was that?
Mr. NORTH: Nineteen hundred and five
The Premier: That was iii my urisog~iis-

ticated days.
Mr. NORTH: I was coming to the point

that it does not do for a new member to
offer many comments on Loan Estimates.
The State alters vecry materially in a short
time, and our business is to look ahead and
make provision for the future.

The Premier: The thoughts of men are
widened with the process of the suns.

Mr. NORTH: I want to make the point
that since it is easy for -a man like the Pre-
mier to find occasion to alter his views, it is
inadvisable for a new member, as I am, to
say much when he has not even had the of,-
portiinity to be on the Government side anc!
learn something about the handlias. of the
affairs of State.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You are now looking
21 years ahead.

Mr. NORTH: Therefore I propose to eon-
Pooe myself to a few remarks made by Dr.
Farle Page and reported in this nmorning's
newspaper, and to a reference to the State
enterprises. We find in the Loan Estimates
provision for certain new railways. Dr.
Earle Page, as reported in this warning's
newspaper, stated definitely that the Federal
Government were still willing to assist the
States in the conversion of their railway
gauges. In view of that, and in view also
of tht motion recently passed in this House,

I urge the Government to explore the ques-
tion of how far the Federal Government are
prepared to assist in converting our irnil-
ways, without our having to wait for the
recalcitrant States, Victoria and South Aus-
tralin, especially in view of the fact that we
have so many thousands of miles of railway
yet to build. The other point I wish to
make is as to whether it would not be ad-
visable for the State to try to eliminate some
of our State enterprises and other works
with the idea of improving the more im-
portant ones that will be retained. Here
]. would point to the illustration of the cat
and its kittens. It is said that if you3 remove
all the kittens but one, the one that remains
does iuch better with the cat than it would
otherwise have done. So, too, with the
State enterprises. If we could eliminate
those that give us trouble, and confine our-
selves to a few, such as railwtys, electricity
supply, hospitals and State steamers, it
might be possible out of loan funds to handle
those enterprises in such a way as to get the
results that those controlling them desire.
The Commissioner of Railways has said he
could spend miilions of pounds on the rail-
ivays and make it return 7 per cent., if not
more, in increased efficiency of service. At
present he cannot get the money, because the
State has so many enterprises to look afteL.

Vote put and passed.

I'ote-Railwayjs and Trainnoays, etc.,
£1,052,2?:

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [9.5]: There is
a sum of £5,000 to be spent on the Brook-
ton-Dale River railway. The building of this
railway has been authorised for a iew years
now, and the settlers in the district have
been agitating for it for the past 20 years.
It is the general desire that the railway
should be extended to Arma'iale. I see the
sum of £5,000 is to he spent during the
year. That will not go far. I urderstood
from the Treasurer's remarks that it was
possible a better grade could be obtained
with a view to extending the railway to
Armandale. That is pleasing news, but it
leaves me wondering whether the Premier
was sincere in that, for it is not loing since
he said his Government woull never consent
to build any railway for the sake of shorten-
ing the route. I remember also that the Min-
ister for Works, a few months agro, when
opening the Tywarda railway, said that ro))-
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ably within a short time he would bt open-
ing the railway from Dwarda to Armadale.
It was only a little while afterwards
that the Premier said his Government
would never consent to the building
of a railway for the purpose of
shortening the route. I will pin my
faith to what the Premier said cr being
probably the more correct of the t'-,-t state-
ments.

The Premier: Don't be pessimistic.

Mr. BROWN: This railway of 2C02 mniles
ought to be built as quickly as po~sible, be-
cause the settlers have put up with con-
siderable hardship and the land is not be-
ing brought under cultivation, it being too
far from a railway. Stock has to be driven
from 30 to 40 miles into Brookton r'jd it is,
of course, impossible to wake farming pay
at a distance of 40 miles from a railway.
Although there is only this item of £5,000
on the Estimates. I should like to know
when the Government intend to -tart this
railway. We are told the Government intend
to build all our railways with Imperial cheap
money. I do not know whether this cheap
money. comes to the Government in instal-
ments. Probably only a certain amount is
ranted each year, and it may be that appli-

cation has to be made by the Government for
what money they require for railwaysa. I re-
gret we have here nothing definite as to
when the Government are likely to apply for
the money for this railway. Also there is on
the Estimates a sum of £5,000 for survey
and preliminary work on the Lake Grace-
Kalgarin railway. When we have before us
the advisory board's report on that line and
the Bill for its construction, I shall have a
little to say about it. T do not know whether
it is the policy of the Government to send
our produce 300 miles round when it could
he brought to port within 200 mfiks.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It dependrs upon
which port you want.

Mr. BROWN: The best port 14? 11.9 Is
Fremantle. Personally, I have neihing- to
say against Barbary, bat I have 'c-en told
it is not much of a port. It is a good ip0-
[iey to Ecet away from centralisation and
avoid building utp huge cities such as Syd-
ney. When we have in Western Auslyalin
harhours like Fremantle, Biunbury .nvd Al-
bany. it is only right that the produce
should be taken to those ports. However, I
should like to ktnow what money world have
to be sr'ent on Bunbury to bring that port
lip to date.

Hon. 0. Taylor: What is wrang with
EsperaneeI

Mr. BROWN: I have been told tbat Es-
peranee has a splendid harbour and that
there will be a new wheat province in that
district. However, I shall ha' e a little more
to say when the Lake Grace-Kalgarin Rail-
way Bill comes before the House. I also
note there is on the Estimates an amount of
£200,000 for additions and inprivements
to opened railways I should like lo draw
attention to at hardy annual in the l'ingelly
railway station, which is a iigrati' to the
State. I do not know whether the Govern-
ment intend to dto anythin'g to that station
out of the sura provided, but I do hope that
something will be done. Not a great deal of
money would be required to put th- station
into a proper condition for th± bent-fit of the
travelling public and of the staff. ('t course
I know we require to have a great many sta-
tions and additions and platforms con-
structed throughout the State. The settle-
ment of Yealering Lake is fast growin g into
a town, anti it is nearly time a station-
master was app~ointed to that place. If pos-
sible a short platform should be erected at
every imjportant siding on our railways. I
am pleased to see that between two and
three million pounds are to be devoted to the
development of agriculture. At the same
time I am told that more than half of it is
to be expended in the South-West. Possibly
in the course of time the South-West will be
the garden of Western Australia, hut I
should like to point out that at present the
Government have to depend upon the wheat-
growing districts for the welfare a,,d pros-
perity and revenue of the State.

Mr. Withers: I ami glad you Fay "at
present."

Mr., BROWN: Wben the pop~flation of
the State reaches a Million, the Southi-West
will come info its own; but in, the ueantime
other districts, -where development is now
taking p~lace, are to a certain extent ne-
glected for the South-West. My principal
object in risitns- was to speak on bialf of
the Brookton-flale railway, and I hope when
the Government get this cheap money that
railway will not be forgotten.

Item, Additions and Improvements to
Opened Railways, £200,000:

Mr. WITHERS: I do not Ree hem any re-
fer-ence to the locomotive ;hops at Bun-
bury. Will the Minister tell its whether they
are Provided tori

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
When the Premier introduced the Estimates
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he indicated how certain of that money
would be spent. Something like £8,000 or
£10,000 is to be expended on that work.

Item, Lake Grace-Kalgarin railway,
£:5,000:

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Can the Premier
tell us anything about this item? If this
is the route that has been (lecided upon, I
congraulate the Government on the fact
that it will serve the people east of Jilabin,
East Walyurin, as well as Kalgarin. The
line should have started at fludinin or Kuhin
or at some point on the Yilliininniug-Kon-
dinin line, but I amo glad that the route su-
gested will serve the extensive settlement
south of IKalgarin. All through Jilakin and
East Walyurin there are as many settlets
as there are at Kalgarin. Consequently
many good men will be served by this rail-
way, but a better route would have been
from Dudinin or Rudin.

Mr. Corboy: There is not so much dif-
ference that you would oppose this route.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: No; I will sup-
port it in the interests of the settlers who
will be served by this proposal.

Mr. CORBOY: I congratulate the Pre-
mier on having provided on the Loan Esti-
mates the necessary money for the initial
work of constructing the Lake Grace-Kal-
garin railway. The route proposed will
serve the settlers at least as efficiently as any
other route could possibly do. To-day I re-
ceived a letter from Kalgarin informing me
that at a meeting of the local railwa y league
held on Sunday last a motion was carried
unanimously expressing satisfaction that the
recommendation had been adopted iund that
the settlers were about to be provided with
railway facilities.

Mr. Brown: What about Rondinin?

Mr. CORBOY: I am not eoncerned about
Kondinin or the loss of trade to tle store-
keepers there. T am concerned about I he pro-
vision of railway facilities to settlers who
are at present some 30 miles from railway
facilities.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That is the point.
Mr. CORBOY: It does not matter whether

the railway goes into Kondinin. Rui;n, Dud-
ini or Lake Grace, but it does matter that
settlers situated a lone way out should be
provided with railway facilies. Kalgarin
this Year will be sendinz away' 100.000 bags
of wheat, and that does nor take into ac-
count the settlers at Jilakin, North Newde-

gate or Walyurin. The average distance
from railway communication of the settlers
at Kalgarin is 35 miles.

The Minister for Lands: Is it not 18
miles

Mr. CORBOY: The Minister is speaking
of those settlers whom one might regard as
suburban residents of Kondinin. Settlement
continues 42 miles east of Koadinin, so when
I say that the average distance, of sviers at
Kalgarin is 35 miles, I am very oear the
mark. The Government should be congratu-
lated on having provided on the Loan Esti-
mates this year the necessary money for the
initial expense of building the line before the
Bill has been introduced. We thus have an
assurance that the Government will push on
with the work at the earliest pogaible mo-
ment, and we may safely assume that the
facilities will be provided for those settlers
to shift their harvest next year.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: I would not
have taken part in the discussion but for
the remarks of the memb.' for Yilgarn
(Air. Corboy) regatrdineg the provision of
money for the survey of the line, the parti-
culars of which have never been discussed by
the House. I do not know the polity of the
Government regarding the area to be served,
but we must recognise that we are tackling
a new area. It is one that is not generally
understood by the House; it is not much un-
derstood by the departmentail offiers.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The area in question
is settled.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We want to
know where we stand. We must not be car-
ried away by a desire to serve the Kalgarin
area. No doubt it is a valuable andI well-
settled district, but when we start to build
this railway, it will not be merely ' a railway
from Lake Grace to Kalgarin. It must be
carried somewhere and presumably * i long
distance. I should like to know what is pro-
posed. Perhaps the Government propose to
carry the line from Lake Grace merely to
serve the Kalgarin area, where the settlers
deserve early attention, but we want to
know what the ultimate intention of the
Government may be.

Mr. Teesdale: We will have to deal with
that.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The dancer is
that we may be embarking upon something
that will cause some resgret afterwards. I
am speaking from experience; this sort of
thins, has been done before. After snrveys
have been made and railways built, we ha ve
found that mistakes have been made, be-
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cause Parliament bad not given the question
mature consideration. I believe the Line
should go from Lake Grace -and junction
somewhere with the eastern goldfields line.
Is there any definite policy, and bow far
will the £5,006 carry us in the way of pledg-
ing Parliament to something, about which wve
know very little?'

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is not wise to vote
£5,000 for a railway about which we know
nothing. Had the Bill for the construction
of the line been passed, wve would have
known what area was to be served. We are
asked to vote t5,000 for preliminary wyork
that will pledge Parliament to carry out the
constrnction of the railway from Lake Grace
to Kalgarin. I am not opposineg the building
of the line, but we may be placing ourselves
in a difficult position.

Mr. Corboy: It is better than holding tip
the work for another 12 months.

The PREMIER; The member for 'Mount
Margaret is quite right. The Committee, in
passing this item, will not hb, committing
themselves to anything. It would not be pos-
sible* for the Government to construct the
line or commence even the preliminary work
of construction without bringingI down a
Bill and seeuring authority. It is intended
to bring down in a day or twvo a Bill to aul-
thorise the constriaction of the line, and the
whole matter can then lie discussed by the
House. if thie Hlouse does not approve
of the route, no money wvill be expended.

Honl. G. Taylor: It is all right so long as,
you bring down the Bill.

The PREMIER: The Railway Advisory
Board hare recommended a line fromn Lake
Grace to Kalgarin, and there is no doubt it
will not terminate there for all timie. It will
have to be continued somewhere, but I do not
think there is anyone in the Lands Depart-
ment or on the Advisory Board with a policy
as to where the line shuld go. I think all
are agreed that a railway to the Kalglarin
district is justified. What direction the line
may take in fatalc I cannot say. We shall
have the report of the Advbonr v Board in a
day or two and when flip Bill1 comes down the
route can be diessed. With thle exception
of the 1)eople af Rondinin

Mr. E. B. John-ton: Who have a ra;l-
wax'.

The PREMIER: Yes, and wvlo really are
not concerned, I think all are aagreed that
the route recommrended by' tihe Idvisory
Board is the ceorrect one.

lon. Sir James Mitchell: Kondinin was
mentioned in the Governor's Speech.

The PREMIER: But it was intended
that Kalgarin should be served.

Mr. Corboy: Yes, the country east of
Kondinin.

The PREMIE: When members see the
report of the Advisory Board, I think they
will have no doubt that the route reconm-
mended is the correct one.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Premier's re-
marks hare cleared up the difficulty that I
foresaw, but the member for Yilg-arn said
that if the item were not passed, the line
would be held uip for 12 months. I thought
we were being asked to pass something for
which a Bill would be brought down next
year. The Premier tells us that the Bill will
be brought down in a fewv days and that puts
a totally different complexion onl the matter.
No doubt when we see the report of the
Advisory Bard we shall be satisfied.

Item, Railway Surveys, New lines, E£1;,-
000:

Hon. Sir JAMES 2[ITCHIELL: I thougpht
the Minister for Works agreed the other
night Lhalt it was advisable to set aside suf-
ficient money for the survey of lines to avoid
the re-grading that has been nccessary onl
many, of our lines in the past. We have al-
ways spent too little on the initial survey of
our lines and have not obtained the best pos-
sible grades.' I merely wish to direct atten-
tion to the matter. It is not wvise to starve
the survey. Only £13,000 is provided and
that amount will not go far these days.

Mr. Corboy: The amount is eight times
greater than the expenditure last year.

Eon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But
nothing was done last year. The first sur-
vey is all important.

The Minister for Railways: An expendi-
tnre of £1,000 on that may save £20,000.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, and
years of haulage over a bad grade. We have
never given the engineers sufficient money to
enable them to locate the best route.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We have
in the field every available skilled railway
surveyor. Possibly we shll] be able to get
another gang omit ver 'v soon. It is with that
in inid that the votb has been arranged. Any
railway may require it) be relaid later- on, as
trade Improves and the load inerae%. 'We
are relov-ating the flrookton-Armadale route.
The Enieer-in-Chiief is convinced that be
can vet a -n-ade of one in Q.O instead of one
in 60. This will be anl important line, and
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may carry as much wheat as any other flune.
It is, therefore, essential that the grade
should be a good one. Great pains are be-
ing taken in this matter by the Engineer-in-
Chief and his staff, and there will be no un-
necessary delay in carrying out the prelimi-
inary work. The amount provided under
this head will all he spent.

Hon. Sir JAMES I]MITCHELL: I am
glad to know that care will be exerci,ed in
the choice of routes. I do not blame the de-
partment, because in the past we have given
too little money for this purjpose. Between
Perth and Northain there has been an enor-
mous expenditure in deviations, especially
between Chidlows and Wooroloo.

Item -Trains. Perth Electric and Exten-
sionLs, £80,000:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I wish to draw atten-
tion to the deplorable state of the Newcastle
street and Oxford street trains. One line has
been laid for 27 years and the rails are now
worn out. 1 understand that quite recently
a tram ran off the line on to the footpath.
I believe as mucht money has been spent
in trying to keep the line in order during the
past six years as would pay half the cost of
relaying with new material. I tear somne sen-
ous accident will occur on the Oxford street
seetion if the matter is not attended to. The
running time between Williani-street ter-
minus and Mt. Hawthorn has been increased
by seven or eight minutes, and over a bad
line such as this is the danger of accidents is
increased. The section between Loftus-
street and Oxford street is a new one, but as
Soon as a tramn leaves that the passengers
feel that it will run off the line.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
have ordered eight miles of rails for the
tramns, but they have been held up in Eng-
land. We are informed they will be ready
two months after the coal strike ends. A
relaying programme has been arranged, and
when, the rails arrive it is almost certain that
the portion of the system referred to by the
member for 'Mt. Alarearet will be attended
to. Even' year we are spending1 £21,000 on
r-laving, and that expenditure will go on for
the next three or four years.

Vote put and passed.

Fa'te-Harbours and Rivers, (2.33,2q5:

Itern-Bunbury Harbour Works, £15,000:

Mr. WITHERS: Is this money for main-
tenance? The amount set down is necessary

for the continuance of the present system. In
the event of the Engineer-in-Chief reporting
favourably on harbour improvements, could
the unexpended balance of £70,509 be spent
on the works? If not, will a greater sum
than £15,000 be available on next year's es-
timates 1

The MI1NISTER FOR WORKS: The po-
sition regarding the Bunbury harbour is that
the money is required for further dredging,
deepening and completing investigations be-
ing conducted regarding the provision of a
new harbour. The Engineer-in-Chief has an
officer at Bunbury who is collecting a lot
of information. MNr. Stileanan declines to com-
mit himself to any scheme for Bunbury until
be has the information he desires.

Hoan. G. Taylor: Quite right, too.

The MINWISTER FOR WORKS: The
officer is taking soundings, watching the
movements of the tides, the effect upon the
existing dredging and so forth. The Engineer-
in-Chief tells me that he hopes before long
to be able to make a definite recommendation
to the Government.

Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell: But you have
had all this information for years.

The Premier: But some mistakes have been
made there.

Mr. Withers: The Bunbury harbour alters
every year.

The M1INISTER FOR WVORKS: While
there is a fund of information already avail-
able, everyone from C. Y. O'Connor onwards,
including Sir George Buchanan, admits that
the lBunbury harbour presents a difficult
problem. When the Engineer-in-Chief pre-
sents his definite scheme it will he necessary
for Parliament to approve of it and vote the
necessary funds- It will be for the Govern-
ment to decide what nation will be taken and
that will be discussed later.

Hon. Sir JAMES M1ITCHELL: There
must always be annual expenditure in con-
nection with harhours that have to be
dredged, because they are always silting up.
Even at Fremuantle money has to be spent
annually on dredging. Engineers have gone
into the Bunbury harbour problem for years
past. With the new Engineec'-in-C'iief there
came practically a new taff.ll the old of-
ficers of the department baving- vacated their
positions.

The 'Minister for Works: That is so.
Hon. Sir JAMES 3.IITCflIjLT: Bitt the

records Compjiledl Iw those old officer Still
rentl a
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The Minister for Works: The ideas of the
predecessors of the present officers are all on
paper.

Hon. Sir JA3[1S MI1TCHELL: And I
do not know that the new otlicers will get
more information regarding- tides and so
forth than th~e older oli'er. Of course, they
cannot get anything new!

The Minister for Works: They are doing
SO.

Hon. Sir J.AXES 'MITCHELL: The
trouble at Bunbury is th~at; the water
becomes still inside the jetty and the
sand settles. That is why so much
dredging has had to he undertaken
and acres of land have been reclaimed since
operations first commenced. I am glad to
know that the Engineer-in-Chief is giving
consideration to the Banhury problem, but I
do not like to think that the older men who
have looked into the question for years are
to be ignored altogether.

The Minister for Works: They are not be-
ing ignored.

Item, Improvements to Harbours end
Rivers, £36,000:

Mr. SLEEMAN: In the details regarding
the work mention is made of the Rottnest
jetty. Will the Minister furnish some infor-
mation regarding that proposal?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
afraid Rottnaest will have to wait another
year for the jetty. It is not proposed to con-
struct it from the vote this year. The dredg-
ing done at Rottnest was in connection with
the new site for a jetty. The present site is
not considered suitable and it was proposed
to erect a new jetty on another site. The
channel has been carefully examined, and
soundings taken to determine the silting that
takes place. Further investigation is neces-
sary and, therefore, no money is provided
for a new jetty.

Mr. ANGELO: For several years I have
mentioned the necessity for dredging at the
Carnarvon jetty. That question has been
placed before the Government several times
and 'there have been promises that investiga-
tions would be made. I hope the Minister
will look into the matter this year. The
trouble seems to be that -when ships move in
the swell they create a trough for themselves
and throw up the oceani bed into a sort
Of furrow off the jetty. It is on the
bank thus thrown up that boats have
rounded. If the new State ship "Koolinda"
draws more water than the boats at presen!

on the coast, she will encounter difficulty
at that port. During the last two or three
years boats that grounded off the jetty have
Lad to wait until the tide was high enough
to enable them to come alongside. Another
matter relates to the provision of lights at
the entrance to Shark Bay. The Honorary
Minister, Mr. Hickey, when travelling north,
had the position explained to him by the
captain of a State steamer. That officer
pointed out how easily the channel could1
he lighted by the erection of three reinforced
concrete piles, fitted with automatic lights
at a cost of about £1,500 each. Under exist-
ing conditions, boats have to remain at an-
chor for upwards of 12 hours waiting for
daylight to enable them to navigate the nar-
row channel at the entrance to the B-ay.

Air. Teesd ale: Look at the cost the "Koom-
bana?" was involved in there.

Mr. ANGELO: And the "Bambra" too.
The loss entailed by such stoppage-s would
more than compensate for the cost of the
three lights.

The Minister for Lands: All lighting dues
go to the Commonwealth:.

MAr. ANGELO: I think the Minister is
wrong. We were told that dues in respect
of lights at the entrance to a channel do not
go to the Commonwealth. The Honorary
Minister, Mr. Hickey, promised that the mat-
ter should be looked into.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Water Supply and Sewerage,
£589,080:

Item, Sewerage for Perth and Fremantle,
£115,975:

lon. G. TAYLOR: Will any effort be
made to sewer portions of the metropolitan
area to the north of the existing sewered
eest

The MIENISTER FOR WORKS: I ant
afraid we shall not be ahle to find money
this year for that work. We are committed
to a large expenditure in Subiaco. The out-
fall there has necessitated the expenditure
of a large sum. To spend £115,000 on Sew-
erage in one year is a pretty big item.

Hon. G. Taylor: But you are spending-
a large proportion of it in Subiaco.

The Premier: Until that is completed we
cannot get any return.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is all
dead money until we get to that stage.
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Item, Metropolitan Water Supply,
£269,425:-

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: How far
will the Vote take us? Will it mean a sup-
ply from Churchman's Brook next -,ummero,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The En
gineer-in-Chief is hopeful that he wvill be
chlc to impound next winter's rains in the
Churchman's Brook reservoir, in which
event the supply will be available from there
during the fcllowing summer. The original
idea was that as soon as the work at Church-
man's Brook was completed, we should
sihift over to Wongong Brook and construct
the reservoir there before proceeding to the
Canning site. The Engineer-in-Chief has
not yet decided whether he will adhere to the
original plan or proceed with the Canning
site first.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The one pipe
will connect the two supplies?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
the pipes are there now, nd we have pipe
head dams bringing in the water. But the
storage is not there, and as the end of sum-
mer approaches there will be very littl'
water left. When the work is completed
Wongong will hold twice as much as Man-
daring, while the Canning reservoir will im-
pound twice as much as Wongong.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: At present wt,
are getting only the natural flow'

Tne MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
so. The work at Churchman's had to go
slow during the winter because of the ex-
pense, but now the fine weather has set in,
efforts up there have been redoubled and
the work is being pushed on. So it is
hoped that reservoir will be ready to im-
pound next winter's rain, although that is
not to be taken as certain.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
the water from Churchmnan's will lie avail-
able next summer. Of course every city in
Australia has had its troubles in respect of
water, and I suppose we must have ours.

Item, Goldfields Water Supply, £C62,000:
Mr. SAMPSON: I should like to know

from the Minister whether the extension
from Mount Helena to Parkerville is in-
euded in this.

The Minister for Works: This is in the
department of the Honorary Minister (Hon.
J1. Cunningham) who, unfortunately, is not
here just now.

Item, Water Supply in agricultural and
North-West districts, including drainage and

irrigation and loans and grants to local au-
thorities, 9110,800:

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I should
like to know how much of this will come
under the migration agreement, at interest
of one per cent. That money will be avail-
able, will it uot?

The Premier: We hope so, but we are not
yet sure.

The Minister for Lands: We have a tem-
porary approval.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 knew
the Minister had some kind of approval.
Apparently it is an approval that has to
he confirmed.

The Minister for Lands: I have definite
approval for £148,000 for water supply, and
£500,000 in all,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
water supply for agricultural districts? Well
that will enable us to hold up water at a
moderate cost. I just wanted to know
whether we are to pay one per cent. for this
work this year.

The Minister for Lands: There is no
drainage from one per cent. money in that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
this temporary approval the Minister has
will prove to be permanent, and that we
shall be able to give the farmers the advan-
tage of it.

The Premier: The commissioners seem to
he going very thoroughly into things.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Appar-
ently they are. If they get a good look at
that country they will be satisfied for all
time.

The Minister for Lands: If they attempt
to exercise control there wvill he no cheap
money.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They
are taking considerable pains to acquire a
knowledge of the country, and I am glad of'
it. The Minister should be with them.

The Premier: I am afraid there would
hLave been a disruption before they went very
far. I am keeping him as far from them
as I can.

The Minister for Lands: I sent two un-
der secretaries with them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister ought to have gone with the corn-
mission ers. However, he is very obstinate
and -will not do his duty, even when we
point it out to him.

The Premier: He is to have ni conference
with them on Friday.
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lon. Sir JAMIES MITCHELL: Well, I
pity them.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Development of Goldfield and Min-
eral Resources, £105,175:

Item, Development of Mining, etc.,
£;100,000:

Ron. G. TAYLOR: I suppose the £:45,000
rebate on water will conme out of this
E100,000.

The M1inister for Mines: It had to.
Hon. 0. TAYLOR: Is that the only call

ofl tihe £100,000, the only money earmarkedi
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The

money will be expended in the usual way in
the form of assistance to persons engaged
in nlining development to whom loans are
approved, loan of boring plants, assistance
for prospecting and boring, rebates to pros-
pectors on low grade ore, subsidies to bat-
teries, and subsidies for carting long dis-
tances.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You spent
£35,000 in that way last year. What hap-
pened?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This year
wve have segregated the item for prospecting
and boring for minerals.

Hon. G. Taylor: I noticed that.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tie ob-

ject is to enable us to take advantage of the
Federal prospecting grant. Last year we
did not get a penny of that grant. Although
L5,000 was allocated to the State out of the
total of £30,000, no portion of it could be
claimed until the total amount of our vote
had been spent. We can never spend our
total vote because we are paying out dur-
ing the year and must have a few pounds in
hand at the end of the year to meet commit-
ments.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You should
reduce the vote.

The ICNISTER FOR MINES: I hio"
segregated the amount for prospecting, and
when that is expended, we shall call upon
the Federal authorities to allocate their vote.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You spent
£35,000 last year.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: More
than that. We spent £50,000 on the Horse-
shoe mine alone.

Hon. G. Taylor: Not out of this vote.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, out

of Government funds. We spent money also

on the silver-lead mines and we bad £5,000
in the Protheroc mine, which closed dowvn.

Hon. G. Taylor: There was no return for
that

The MINISTER FOR MINTS: No.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The

£50,000 to the Horseshoe mine was not
money spent but money guaranteed.

The Minister for Mines: It is as good as
spent. We shall have to pay it.

Hon. Sir JAMES M6ITCHELL: It might
not be necessary to pay one penny of it
If the company pay the amount, the (Govern.
ment will not have to pay.

The Minister for Mines: The ciompany
will not pay it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
security over the plant and the mine.

The Premier: The bank has advanced the
money to the company' with our guarantee.

Mr. Tleesdale: There is great security in
mini ng machinery!

Hon. Sir JAMES MFTCHELL: I hope
the Horseshoe mine will be revived.

Mr. Teesdale: Try to sell some mining
machinery and see bow you get on.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Recently
I travelled with a mining expert, who dis-
cussed values in the Boulder and Horseshoe
mines and come to the conclusion that the
prospects were very bright if those mines
went down another 1,000 feet. I hope the
Horseshoe will start again and that at re-
vivall of mining will follow. The Premier
does not expect to have to find the money.

Hon. G. Taylor: He does miot look too
pleased about the prospects.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Government had to find the money, it would3
mean that the mine would not workc again.

Mr. Teesdale: The Premier would sell his
chance pretty cheaply.

The Premier: I feel "-onfident that the
imne will work again.

Hon. Sir JAM1ES MITCHELL: I think
so, too. I hope the company will find money
to do some development work. I do not see
why more gold should not be obtained frmm
the Golden Me.

Mr. Teesdale: There are plenty of mines
outside the Golden Mile.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No
chance should be missed, its all the facilities
are available for working the Horseshoe
mine. After the goldfields water supply
loan of £2,500.000 is repaid in January next,
the 445,000 should not be charged to loan.
The scheme should carry the reduced
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amount. The interest is abut X45,000 a
year and the rebate to the mines is £45,000.
Since 19122 the rebate has been made and
charged to this vote, hut this should be the
last occasion when it should be so charged.

H1on. GI. TAYLOR : If the hank calls up
the guarantee for the £50,000, will it be paid
out of this vote -

The 2 Iiniter for M1inies: No, it will not
affect this vote.

lHon. G. TAYLOR]: My chief is very hope-
ful that the Government will nut be called
upon to find the money. Even if the Gov-
ernment have to meet this demand, I hope
the mine will work again. The Government
are pledged to that loan, but I am glad to
know it will not conic out of this vote.

The Mliister for MKines: Without that
guarantee the mine would not have been
working- so long.

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: That is so. It kept
the mine waorlcinz at least 12 months longer
than would otherwise have been the ease.
Certain developmient work was not done dur-
ing the previous year, hut the money that
should have been spent on it was paid out in
Aividends.

The AMINITER FOR MIINES: The
money wvill not come out of this vote. I be-
liove the flolden Horseshoe will yet resume
o perstion s. There are wonderful possibii-
ties shout it, and big reserves of ore. We
require more 11on1ey this year than last, be-
tause we have three boring plants at work,
end may have a fourth later on. These will
absorb a considerable sum each mnonth. I an-
ticipate that the vote wvill he exhausted by
the end of the year. We may gret good re
sults at any time.

Vote put and passed.

Vote - Development of At'(1ricmdIture,
£2,123,750:-

Item, Agricultural Immigration, £6,000:

fron. G. TAYLOR: This item seems to
refer to Passages. Will the Mx~inister kindly
explain9?

The Minister for Lands: It refers to rail-
way fares and items of that description.

Item, Agricultural Group Settlement,
£1,370,000:

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: What specific
works will be included in this expenditure?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It refers
Wo drainage in the Busselton, Northcliffe and

Denmark areas. One o[ the works included
is that of the drainage of the Owingup
Swamp.

Item-Puchase of wire netti-ng for set-
tlers, £100,000:

H1on. Sir .1 ES 'MITCHELL: What is
this item for?

The Minister for Lands: It is for wire
netting that we bought this year.

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: Is it part
of the arrangement that the Federal grant
will cover ?

The 'Minister for Lands: Yes, when the
agreement is entered into.

Hon. Sir JAMES M1ITCHELL: Is this a
temporary arrangement?7

The MI1NISTER FOR LANDS: It is not
a temporary arrangement. When the Comn-
monwealth agreement is made, -we hope to
transfer this amount to the Federal Govern-
went. In the meantime it is a State arrange-
ment 'whether the Commonwealth come in or
not. We are charging extra interest to make
up for the State's payments. If the agree-
ment is made, a reduction wvill he given to
the farmers.

lion. Sir James MNitchell: Has the Min-
ister finalised the agreement to cover the
amount?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. This
cannot be done until the Federal Parliament
meets.

H'on. Sir James -Mitchell: But the State
has signed the agreement.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then it is fairly

certain 'we shall get the money.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Roads and bridges, public build-
ings, etc., £329,300:

Itema, New roads and bridges in country
and gordflelds districts, including feeders to
railways, etc., £181,300:

Mr. LATHAM: Is it proposed to pro-
vide money for clearing feeder roads in new
areas where land has been thrown open for
selection?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We have
tried to bring as, much of this work as pos-
sible under the Commonwealth scheme, de-
vised mainly for the construction of roads to
open up country for new settlers. We asked
the road boards to name the roads they
wanted, in their order of Preference, but
after doing that many of the boards said
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there were other roads more urgent than
those they had instanced. They are not go-
ig to doublebank me in that way.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There must be
roads for new settlers.

The MUhISTER FOR WORKS: During
the last two years records have been broken
in this direction.

Hon. Sir James Mlitchell : In your
imagination.

The MINISTER FOR WVORKS: In solid
mileages. It is no use boards giving me their
order of preference, ndl then afterwards
bringing forward what they consider to be
more urgent works. I n view of all the
money the State has to fid under the
scheme, it is impossible for the Government
to continue giving additional grants to local
authorities. Besides, the local authorities
amt getting great relief under the scheme.
I have been impressing those facts on them.
Special rants will henceforth be few and
far between. Roads are being built into all
new railway sidings.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That has al-
ways been done.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
We provide for such roads in the scheme.

Hon. Sir JAM1ES MITCHELL : The
Minister for Works always says, "We have
done far more than you ever did." Years
ago roads were cut wherever land had been
sold. Land was surveyed and sold all the
way from Perth to the Murehison River, and
roads were cut everywhere. I am speakingq
of 1909. However, the roads were then cut
cheaply uinder effcient administration. Why
should the Minister want preference as re-
gards new roads to he cleared in new areas
now! The total mileage cannot be great.
There is no use in sending people out into
the country unless they are provided withi
-roads.

The Mlinhiter for lands.: The Mfinister for
Workit was dealinT with roads for which
preferfnec ws desired.

lion. Sir JAMNES MTITCHELL: I hop"
that wherever land is surveyed and sold. th-,
Government will cut those promptly. Other-
wise settlers cannot remain on the land.

Item, Roads and 'Bridges, Public Build-
in,", etc., New Road% and Bridires in coun-
try and goldfields di-triotsz E181,300!

Mr. A. WANSIRROrOGH: Has any pro-
viszion been made for the Gordon River
bridwet

The MXINISTER FOR WORKS: Not un-
less that work is provided for in the Com-
monwealth grant.

Item, Frenmantle Road and Railway
Bridge, £3,000:

11r. SLEEMAN: Is this amount of £5,000
to be spent on the bridge during the next
twelve months I Is there any possibility of
making a commencement with the building
of a new bridge this year? I ask because
there will not be any more Loan Estimates
aintil this cime next year. Last August,
when I introduced a deputation to the Pre-
mier, he was pretty definite regarding the
matter; but this item of £5,000 does not
look very defnite.

The Premier: I cannot say. It is a mat-
ter for the Engineer-in-Chief. The Govern-
muent cannot decide until they have the
necessary reports.

Mr. S1LEEMAN: For a railway, provision.
is made on these Loan Estimates to the ex-
tent of £5,000 in anticipation of what the
report of the Railway Advisory Board is
likely to be.

Hon. 0. Taylor: The Government have
the board's report on that line. They have
not the report.of the Engineer-in-Chief on
this bridge.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I was told that the re-
port of the Engineer-in-Chief was ready,
but that he did not; want to let his report go
because certain people were likely to jump
in and take up land.

The Minister for Works: No such thing.
Mr. SLEEAN: The other night the

Mlinister for Works said that the Engineer-
in-Chief was afraid even to put his plans on
paper lest. land agents seeking information
might obtain it, Whether the report of the
Engineer-in-Chief was ready or not, the
Minister did not say.

The m'iister for Works: You said I dilI
eRy it.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I took it that the report
of the Enginee'-in-Chief wa.; ready hut was
being kept haok le~t some people should get
hold of certain information.

Mr. Davy' : And plit uip fake sales to
swindle the Government.

1Mr. SLEE MAN: That was what was
meant.

The Vinister for Works: That is what I
saidi.
Mrf. RLEE!"rAN: k. w-rat deal of ren-

able tinie mitv he lost before a commence.
ment is mande with the bridge. The Premier
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told the deputation pretty definitely that as
soon as the Engineer-in-Chief had delivered
his report, the wvork would proceed.

The Premier: I said there would be an
item for it on this year's Loan Estimates,
and the item in here.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It is a pretty miserable
item.

The Premier: Quite possibly the amount
will not be spent.

Mr. $LEEMAN: It would be as well not
to spend the amount as to hold it out by
way of inducement. I wish to know whether
something definite is being done regarding
the bridge.

The Premier: How can we do anything
definite before we have a definite recom-
mendationI

Mr. SLEEMAN : The report of the
Engineer-in-Chief will be available in a
week or two; if it is not available now.

The Premier: Who said it would be avail-
able in a weekI

Mr. SLEEMAN: Perhaps in two weeks
or three weeks?
*The Premier: Perhaps in three months.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Then, cannot something
be done at the end of the three monthsI

The Premier: Something will be done.
Mr. SLEEMAN: It looks as if nothing

will be done except investigation and pre-
liminary work, things which amount to
practically nothing.

Hon. G. Taylor: It will be all right before
March.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I do not know that it
will be all right before another 12 months.
What is going to be done beyond the ex-
penditure of £5,000?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
no idea when the Engineer-in-Chief's re-
port will be ready. I gave no indication to
the House that he had formed any ideas on
the subject. I said he was afraid to put
his ideas on paper for~ fear the information
would leak out. I did not say his schemes
were ready because I did not know. When
the Engineer-in-Chief's report is presented
it will be a good while before the work can
be undertaken. This applies particularly
when it concerns a work such as the pro-
posed bridge, which will cost nearly one
million pounds. It will involve a great
deal of preparation und the bulk of the
material will probably have to come from
England. Specifications will have to be
prepared and a whole host of details at-
tended to. It will mean months and

months of work quite apart from the ques-
tion of surveys, land acquisition and so on.
It is not only the building of a bridge that
is involved in this proposition. In some
quarters, particularly at Narrogin, my
recent remarks were misconstrued. When-
the bridge is built, quite a number of very
important points will have to be taken into
consideration. There is the extension of
the existing harbour, which has to take
paramount place in regard to this question,
To spend a million pounds in the construc-
tion of a bridge only to find that the exten-
sion of the harbour will necessitate its
removal, would be a calamity. A large sum
will have to be provided for harbouir exten-
sions and we must be very sure that the
best is obtained from the expenditure we
will incur. The whole of the railway sys-
tern that leads into the port has to he con-
sidered. Attention has to be given to all
the trunk lines that bring produce down to
the coast and all this is the job for the
officers of the Engineer-in-Chief. I have
seen masses of figures dealing with the
traffic over the different lines, the quantity
of wheat hauled, the tonnage at various
stages, and what it will mean if the haul-
age is done over one line. I have seen
details regarding the use that can be made
of both sides of the harbour, and the possi-
bility of transferring goods from one side
to the other. People who think we can say
we will build a bridge one day and get on
with the job next week, have no idea what
investigations have to be carried out, and
such people should get it out of their minds
that it is possible to arrive at a decision on
such a big question within a week or a
month. We do not want any repetition of
the Fremantle dock episode. Before we
incur any big expenditure, detailed infor-
mnation has to be collected and carefully ex-
amined. We will not ask the country to
be involved in this huge expenditure before
Parliament is given the opportunity to ap-
prove of the position. I do not kntuw that
it will mean tie introduction of a special
Bill.

Hon. G. Taylor: Yea will have to get
authorisation to spend the money.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, bit
I do not think a special Bill is necessary
to enable us to construct the bridge. The
laud will be acquired under the Public
Works Act and the money for the actual
work will be voted by Parliament. In
determining matters relating to the bridge,
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the interests of the railways, road and
tramway communications have to be con-
sidered too. Those who know the discussion
that took place in New South Wales re-
garding the coubtruction of the North Shore
bridge, which is3 a much bigger proposition,
will appreciate what such a problem means.

lHon. G. Taylor: They were fighting about
it when I was a boy.

The M1INISTER FOR WVORKS: We have
to be sire of our position before we ap-
prove of any proposal, and I will not be
bustled into any decision.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : That ic Uhe
way! We will see that you are bustled.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Wh~en a
decision is arrived at it will be '.n sound
grounds. I am as anxious as the neit man
to see the bridge built and to get on with
the work, but that will not be the deciding
factor.

H1on. Sir James Mitchell: We are all ex-
pert bridge builders !

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No mat-
ter what agitation may be apparent oUt-
side, it Will not induce me to interfere with
the engiaeers, who wilt do their task thor-
oughly without any pressure from me.

Mr. Teesdale: You are looking on the
wrong side of the House. No oine spoke
about it from the Opposition side.

The MI1NISTER FOR WORKS: I can
only reiterate my statement that I never
stated that the Engin~eer-in-Chief's plans
were ready and that we were likely to have
them within the next week or two. I am
sure I did not convey that impression to the
House.

Ron. Sir JAM1ES MITCHELL: I should
like to know that the Government will not
undertake such a work without consulting
Parliament. By voting £5,000 we are mak-
ing provision for the prelimininary work
that has to be done. The erection of this
bridge is a most important matter for the
whole State. Future harbour requirements
must he considered and I do not know that
it is enough to take the advice of the En-
gineer-in-Chief only. Certainly Parliament
should be consulted before a start is made
with the construction of the bridge. The
Government should not take the responsi-
bility of deciding where the bridge should
be established without consulting Parlia-
meat. To authorise its construction at a
wrong site would be disastrous. In the past
this work was held up because it was not
possible to find the money necessary.

Mr. Sleemnan: That i6 a good old excuse!
-No money!

Hon. Sir JAM S M1ITCHELL: Time and
ag-ain it has been stated why the money was
not available for work that was required.
In the past we have endeavoured to embark
upon undertakings that would create develk
opmental work tor the people and thus. pro-
vide mleans by which the works could be paid
for. This bridge wilt be a very coG.tly work
and I hope the Minister will see to it that
the House is consulted before the work is
undertaken. By voting £5,000 to-night, we
are not committing ourselves to the site
of the bridge, nor to the great expenditure
in respect of the bridge, but merely to the
preparatory work that must be done before
we are consulted. Even the Minister can-
not hold that the House has agreed to let
the Government decide this very important
question of the site of the bridge.

The Minister for Lands: It would not take
me long to decide it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
you are! I do not know how the Premier
gets on with the handling of that Minister!£

The Minister for Lands: We get on very
well together.

Hon. Sir JAMES -MITCHELL: Of
course the whole of the heavy traffic goes to
North Fremantle, as does also the timber
traffic,

The Minister for Works: No, most of that
goes to the south side.

Hlon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: However,
that is not important. What is important is
that the House should be consulted before
the real work is undertaken. I am satisfied
to vote this sum, hut I should be dissatisfied
if T thought the House was not to he con-
sulted before the actual work was begun.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The engineers cannot
bring down a report in a day or two. This
question has been on the cards for a consid-
erable time and has been investigated hy
various engineers. It is now five or six
months since the Eng-ineer-in-Chief began
conferring with the other engineers about it.
We can reasonably expect it will -not be
long before his report is ready. In the
meantime something should be done, so'that
when the report is ready orders could be
placed for some of the material, whether in
the Eastern States or in the Old Country.
To hear some members talk one would think
this bridge was a new question. It has been
a burning question for a number of years.
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Hona. Sir James Mitchell: The material,
of course, will be ordered as soon as possible.

Mr. SLEEMAN: What can be done by
way of ordering material with £C5,0007

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I hope the Govern-
ment w,.ill not embark on any expenditure
beyond the amount voted to-night. The
bridge will cost anything up to £500,000.

Mr. Sleeman: According to the estimates,
it will cost £650,000.

Ron. G. TAYLOR: Does the hon. member
think that by voting £C5,000 for preliminary
work we are going to allow the Government
to embark upon the main expenditure?

Mr. Sleeman: You ought to give me credit
for having more brains than that.

Hon G. TAYLOR: The hon. member has
suggested that they should go on ordering
material.

mr. Sleenian: I said provision could be
made for it.

Hon. U. TAYLOR: The great bulk of
the main expenditure will be for material.
If the hon member expects the Government
to embark upon that expenditure by immed-
iately placing :orders for material. what
chance will Parliament have to discuss the
expenditure when the question comes before
the House? I hope the Government will not
spend a penny more than the amount an-
thorised to-night.

Mr. SLEEMAN: What I said was I
hoped something would be done to provide
for a certain thing, by way of purchasing
muaterial in the Eastern States or in the Old
Country. What I complained of was that
£5,000 was insufficient.

Item, Reconstruction of Canning-road;
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Is that

the road being built between here and Anna-
dale,?

The Premier: No, it is the road on the
south side of the river to Fremantle.

Vote put and passed.

Vote - Other State Undertakings,
£259,500:

Item, State Sawmills, £50,000:

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: We have been told
that the Government have formed a town-
site at Pemberton end sold lots at high
figures, and that they fire now building
shops on the old townsite, which is half a
mile from the new townsite. The member
for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith) dehired to

know whether any of the E50,000 was in-
tended for the erection of shops or other
buildings.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
only buildings that have been erected since
the toivasite lots were sold are those asses-
sary to complete undertakings given before
the lots were sold or to meet the require-
ments of the sawmills store. The store was
much overcrowded and a new building was
required.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: What about the
bankI

The MINISTER FOR WORKS; An ar-
rangement was made with a buteher and a
bank. The hall, which has stood in the cen-
tre of the settlement for years, has been
enlarged under an arrangement with the
Timber Workers' Union.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell - The ball is
used for recreation purposes?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- Yes, all
the people 'use it. The big settlement will
always be at the mill.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Lande Improvement Loan Fund,
£44,225-agreed to.

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.

BILL -SHEARERS' ACCOMMODATION
ACT AMXKDMENT.

Returned from the Council with amend-
ments.

BILL--LUI'AOY ACT AMENDMXNT.
Recived from the Council and read a first

time.

House adjourned at 11.6 p.m.
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