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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—GOVERNMENT EMPLOY-
MENT AND AW.U.

Hon. Sir JAMES MI'ICHELL asked the
Minister for Works: 1, Has his attention
been drawn to the following paragraph
which appeared in Wednesday's “Daily
News” -—~“Mr, B. Devine, the officer in
charge of the construetion of the railway
to conncet the gap between Worseman and
Salmon Gums, on the Esperance line, has
engaged 40 men to proceed to Norseman by
train early to-morrow. Addressing an as-
semblage of GO applicants outside the Post
Ollice, AMr. Devine made it clearly under
stood that it was an A.W.U, job, and any
man not joined up with that union wonld
be required to take out his ticket when he
commnenced work. Mr. Devine inviled mem-
bers of the union to step forward, and a
ready response was fortheoming,  Several
names were handed in. .\ move was then
made to an ofiice in the Governmen! build-
ings, znd the names of the varions appli-
eanty were laken. Mr. J. J. Lawler, seere-
tary of the Kastern Goldfields Distriet Coun-
cil of the A.L.P., informed a Press repre-
sentative that a full complement of men
would have been willing to go if work had
been available for them”? 2, Does the Min-
ister approve thé eonditions of employment
set out in the paragraph?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, No, hot my attention has since been
drawn to an unqualified denial of the report
by Mr. Devine appearing in the issue of the
“Kalgonrlie Miner' of the morning upon
vhich the hon. member gave notiee of his
question. Tn veply fo the Engineer in
Chief’s ingquiry Mr. Devine siates he did
not address men or speak to them on condi-

[ASSEMBLY.]

tions of employment, If is apparent that, so
far as it relates to officers of the Publie
Works Department, the report is pure in-
vention. 2, Answered by No. 1.

PRIVILEGE—HANSARD”
REMOVED.

Extension of Time.

COPIES

On motion by Mr. Corboy, the time for
_ bringing up the commiitee’s report was ex-
" tended by one week.

BILLS (2)—THIED READING.
1, Dairy Cattle Compensation.
Transmitted to the Couneil. )
2, Navigation Act Amendment.
Passed.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1926-27.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 25th November; Mr,
Lutey in the Chair.

Vote—Departmental, £140,0347

HON, SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
thamn} [4.38]: One approaches the diseus-
sicn of Loan Estimates always with a gooil
deal of satisfaction, not because one neecs-
sarily agrees with all that appears on them,
but because this is a time of the session
when we can discuss the real work to be done
in the country. The ordinary Estimates of
Reverve and Expenditwie consist largely of
salary items, which are lixed quite apart
from the House; but in the Loan HEstimates
we bave something which we must consider,
and with regard to which it is just as neces-
~ary to he careful a: with repard to revenue
exjcenditure. There are some people who
think the State lives by the expenditure of
lean money, but that is not the case at all.
So far as we create assets with the money
that we horrow, we are living by work. If
we expend on a work more than is reason-
able or right, then to the extent to which
the expenditure is.excessive, but to that ex-
tent only, do we live on borrowed money
We must be careful in our borrowing and
in our spending. On that point we are all
agreed, Tn framing Loan Estimates our aim
should he the creation of wealth—wealth
creatine work, and wealth creating enter-



(30 NovemsEer, 1926,]

prise. Such development is needed in this
new country. Without momey we cannot
have work. For the most part we have to
delve into the soil to get the wealth thal
provides work, that provides opportunities
of taxation and, indeed, really everything
we have. We possess a tecritory, and ter:i-
tory of all things in the world seems to be
the most valuable possession to-day. Ouvr
territory is growing more important day by
day as the world’s population grows, and it
is growing rapidly. We should keep before
us always the faet that the change in this
regard completely alters the ountlook for
this State of ours. Our public debt is very
considerable—about 70 millions steriing, less
some 10 millions of sinking fund, leaving
a net indebtedness of about 60 millions. We
have wonderful assets, for the most part
interest-earning assets, assets created for
the development of our State. T doubt if
any State has been more careful in the ag-
gregate than this State in the expenditurc
of loan moneys. We hear much to the con-
trary from time to time, bul taking our loan
expenditure of 70 millions and looking over
all that has happened owing to that expen-
diture we sea thail, a5 a result, we now hava
not only works but people. Production is
going on adjacent to the works created hy
the loan expenditnre. Thav, of course, is the
richt thing. We have, it iz s8id, in a loan
indebtedness of 60 millions, enouch for
370,000 people to earry. We shounld have
an enormous debt if the money were not
invested in interest-earning ventures. IE
370000 people ean carry a debt of G0 mil-
lions sterling, on the same basiz, and judg-
int hv the past. the expenditure of
£4 800000 proposed bv these Loan Esti-
mates should provide orpertunities for the
settlement of another 30,000 people here,
though not of course straight away. As the
loan expenditure bears fruit, so should we
add to our pepulation to thut extent; and I
believe that we will do so. Naturally, it
takes some time after a railway has been
construeted for the land served by it to ba
brought into fuli production, for towns to
spring up, and for trade to grow; but those
things have come in the past, and surely will
come in the future. There are 30,000
prorle needed tn keep the per capita
debt at its present lavel, hy reason of this
proposed expenditure of £4.800,000. I
wish to make it clear that T do not expect
30,000 people to.he added to our numbers
straight away, bnt if the money is wisely
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expended that additional population must
in time result from the expenditure. Our
energies in the provision of developmentai
works have been largely devoted to ereating
transport faciliiies, harbour fucilities, rail-
ways, and marketing facilities, and to the
providing of money for developmental loans
to individuals. If i{ were not for these
loans we should not be justified in building
railways. As everyone knows, long-term
loans are not easily obtained from ordinary
financial institutiens, and certainly not by
the men we are able to sccure to settle on
cur lands. Therefore it becomes a matter
for the Government to provide funds for
onr banking institution o do this werk
When the work is done, we shall be able to
absorh far more people. For instance, take
that railway of 90 miles from Dowerin to
Merredin, consider the farmers settled along
the route und the eight small townships,
and take all the people in Terth engageu
in supplying the wants of those people up
there; I wonder how many of our popala-
tion would be represented by that 90 miles of
line. And so, too, with other railways that
have been built; wealth bas been created,
work provided and life flows in the shapy
of trade throughout our land, So when we
face this question we must face it having
in mind just what has happened as the
result of work of that kind. We have
the land. In the Soutk-West there are
100,000,000 acres, of which we have sold
30,000,000 acres. So we have 70,000,000
acres left. Not all of it is guod land; but
neither 15 all the land in any part of the
world. It is estimated that not more than
40 per cent. of the world’s surface can be
cnltivated. The land can be nsed only when
it can be profitably nsed. If only wool
prices are maintained, a great deal of land
not now enltivated will be used; and so
long as wheat prices keep up. opportunities
in this State will be unlimited. 1 believe
that after a few vears these prices will be
even firmer than they are at present. At
any rate, we have a long way o go to meet
the food requirements of our own people.
We shall diseuss later the development of
the South-West. I do not propose to d»
more here than point owl that we are im-
porting about £2000,000 worth of food-
stuffs, the production of which would keep
a great many of omr people busy. Why
should we import food? Our aim should
be to produce enoungh for curselves, and for
exporting in ever-increasing quantity when
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we once embark on the export trade in dairy
produce. That. T think, shonld be our aim.
Then, too, we should manufacture to meet
our growing demand. 1 am glad to see that
Messrs. Mc¢Kay, Lhe Sunshine people, are
establishing them=elves bere. A very big
industry should follow. Take the increased
area under cnltivation in thiz State as com-
pared with that in the other States. In
view of our increased area, the opportuni-
ties in this State for machinerv mannfac-
turing firms shonl@ be very rosy. The de-
mand for agrienltural wmachinery is cer-
tainly great in this State. and T hope Me-
Kay’s will cstablish their firm here and
make for us most of the agricultural imple-
ments they now send from the Bastern States.
Then, of course, there ave other manufac-
toring firms atready established here, and
others that will have 1o come lhere if they
wish to retain our trude. I do not know
why we have bought so wmuch heavy ma-
chinery that cost: a great deal in freight
when sent from the Eastern States, since it
could well be manufaclured heve. The de-
mand here is quite snilicient to keep manu-
facturers going. Tt has always been said
that production on a large scale is much
cheaper than manufacturing in small fae-
tories. But if that was s0 some years ago,
it is not 5o now. These firms ean manufac-
iure agricultural implements bere o a con-
siderable extent, and T hope they will do
go. In respect ol this developmental work,
this provision of transpert facilities. this
making possible the establishment of sec-
ondary industries by developing our back
country, all this work shounld be kept well
before the people, and it should be pointed
out to them that there will he a market for
their food produets, certainiy wheat and
wool and dairy produce. 'This should be
made clear to them and kept constantly he-
fore them. Our wim should be well under-
stood by the people. It it were, we should
not hear so wmuch eriticism of borrowing
for genuine developmental work. When if
comes to adding to onr population, it i=
diffieult to vraft an a cousiderable number
of newcomers to a small population. That
of course is ensily understood. A larg:
population, naturally, has very many more
industries and so much more to do that it
can absorb easily a greater number than
ean a smaller population. The only
difference, of course. is that we have an
enormous area of Cvown land that ecan
still be ntilised and ought to bhe settled,
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and when settled, will make this country.
The propozals contained in the Loan BEsti-
mates are certainly verv large, probably the
Jarwest that have been presented to the
House, namely, £1832347. T am disap-
pointed fo find that nothing has been pre
vided tor workers’ homes. The board are
witliont fand=. They cannot approve of the
applications made to them. I know that,
hecanse | have been written to by one or
two people in my electorate who have becn
toid by the hoard that they would have tu
wait some months hefore their applications
vould be approved. T am sorry it has not
been found possible to provide from this
larze amount of money a moderate amount
for workers' homes. New railways are to
absorh only €354,400, if we exclude certain
small items totalling £39,000. Treluded in
the main items are the Albany-Denmark ex-
tension, which is veally an extension from
Nenmark to Nomalup, for the line already
exists between Albany and Denmark. Then
there is the Dwarda-Eastward railwav to he
completed, and the Norseman-Salmon Gams
line. For rails and fastenings £65,000 is
provided, for sarvey of new lines £13,000,
and for water supply £30,000, making, wilh
the cost of the three railways, the total of
£354,400.  Only two of the railway items
referred to ave really new. Amongst the
smaller items there iz £5,000 each for the
Brookton-Dale railway, the Boyup-Cran-
brook, the Ejanding Northwards, the Kal.
kalling-Bullfinch, and the I.ake Grace-Kal-
garin, Then there are £4,000 for the Lake
(irace-Newdegate line, £5,000 for the Man-
Jimup-Mt. Barker, and £3,000 for the Yarri-
mony Eastwards railway. 1 notiee there is
on the Estimates £100,000 for the develop-
ment of mining, T understand that there is
a water rebate of £45,000 included in thar
amonnt. The Premier will agree that sinee
we shall have paid off the Joan in January
next we shall not he justified affer that date
in charging that rebate of £43,000 to loau.
T know it orvizinated in my time. When the
areater part of the interext on the eapital
enst o1 the work is rebated because the re-
payment of the loan has heen provided for,
I think the scheme itself should bear this
reduction. Since we are discussing the Kal-
goorlie water supply, I may be permitted
to say that in January we shall pay off a
loan of £2,500,000 from- sinking fund. T
hope Australia from ome end to the
other will be made to realise that the Weat-
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ern Anstralian sinking fund is a real thiug,
invested in the hands of trustees in Londaen.
They will find 2 solid ten millions of money
in the Western Australian sicking fund in
the hands of trustees in TLondon, kept
awvay from the control of the State
Treasurer. In good times and bad we
have kept up our payments to the
sinking fund, with the wesult that in
Jannary we shall from that sinking fund
repay a loan of £2500,000, The Premier
said the olher day that no Australian Giov-
ernment had ever repaid from savings a loan
of anv considerable magnitude when it he-
came due.

The Premier: We have gnother loan fail-
ing due in nine vears, and there is alremly
sufficient to meet it. We shall require an
amendment of the Aect to enable us to fore.
go further payments to that partientar sink-
ing fund.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We have
not only added to onr sinking fund the
intevest on dehentures that we have paid,
but we have bought debentares at less than
their face value. So probahly we are payv-
" ing interest on £100 debentures hought at
£80. By this means the sinking fund has been
built up. Well over a million pounds, T think,
was made in the purchase of dehentures
three vears ago, as represented hy the dif-
ference hetween the price naid and the face
value, and the seenrvity. When we women-
ber thai we are payineg into the <inkirz
fund interest on that million pounds, it will
be seen that we have kept faith. There is
nothing we have nof done to maintain that
sinking fund as it was infended to be main-
tained. We know now that when arrang-
ing amounts to be paid as sinking fund it
is impossible to say just what we are goine
to zet for onr money when we invest it.
So this 3 per cent. sinking fund in respect
of the goldfields water supply proved to he
far more than was necessary; for when that
money was horrowed, the investments wee
very much higher and we were able {o buy
at less than face value. So onr sinking finl
has proved to be verv useful. We can con-
rratulrte ourselves that the money to mect
the loan of £2500,000 i. already in the
hands of trustees. T hope the Premver will
see that when this payvment is made in Janm.
arv, the faet is made known in the Eastern
States. " T have had some little experience of
financial conferences in the East, and thouuh
thev may be totally different now, a few
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yvenrs ago we were regarded as very swmnall
patatoes indeed. An amount of £250,000 is
set aside as working capital for the Agri-
cultural Bank. The Minister told us the
other day that a sum of £1,200,000 had been
repuid to the bank last year. Partion of
those repayments is due to the fact that
other hanks hove laken over clients’ accounts
and paid off the indebtedness due to the
Agrieultnral Bank. That is a happy state
of affairs for the Government.

The Minister for Lands: I think thut
£1,200,000 was repaid to the Indostries As-
sistanee Boavd.

Hon. Sir JTAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister said it was repaid to the bank.

The Minister for Lands: I meant the In-
dustries Assistance Board.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Minister made n mistake, T hope he will
corveet it. A good deal of money has heen
repaid to the Agrienltural Bank, and T
doubt whether the hank will need working
eapital in future, because the repayments of
eapilal are re-invesled. The Loan Estimates
contain a eonsiderable sum for agrieultural
development, the amount being £2,100,000,
inelnding 86,010 for the purchase of wire
netting. T hope that the latter amount will
he repaid to us by the Commonwealth. The
s of £23100000 i a conciderable oann,
ospeeially when we remember that Asrienl-
tural Danl: eanital i< heing repaid in in-
croa-inelv boese amwents,  OF  (he fotal
£1,200,000 is provided for group settlement.
With that T shall deal a Litle later. The
Premier explnined that new voads will ab--
sorh €181,000 this vear., That amonnt in
itself is not sufficient to cover the full Fed-
eral grant bnt, as the Premier explained,
the unexpended balance will be availatla
next yvear. As the State, under the Federal
aid roads grant has {o provide 13s. to every
20=. rrovided by the Commonwealth, the
£181,000 should be sufficient. T hope the Min-
ister will see that the roads to be construeted

are made strong enough to earry the
trafic. T «dn not onite know how he
will aet sufficient monev to do that,

but it is a faet that we have spend hun-
Areds of thonsands of pounds in the
last few vears, and that our rrads nave never
heen so had as they were last wintey. That
is due to the faet that there is insufficient
strength in the roads fo carrv the heavy
traffie. Unless we build roads that are able
to earry the heavy traffic, thev must be
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broken up and destroyed, and the money
will be lost. I hope the Main Roads Board
will he able to devise means, not only io
build durable roads, but to protect tke roads
when the are construeted. XNaturally roads
are meant to be used, but when they

are subjeeted to the Theavy sleeper
carting in the South-West, they are
bound 1to ecut up. I suoppose that

for the most part sleepar carting over
long distances will svon he a thing of the
past. If we spend £181,00i this year, we
must see that we have something left at the
end of a few vears. Oaly by huilding sub-
stantial roads ean we make sure of having
something to show for the expendi’nre. The
whole of the State’s contribufion to road
making is to be provided out of loan funds.
I think the Federal Governmeut slipulated
that some money should be provided out of
revenue. Of course, roads are construeted
for the future and there is no reason why the
money should not come out of loan funds. 1
believe the loan is to earry a sinking fund
of 3 per cent., so it will be sufficiently pro-
tected. 1f the roads are sufficiently well
made, they should last long enough to enable
us to pay off the debt. The Maii Roads
Board was appointed towards thz end of
the financial year, I should like to point out
to the Minister that, according to these Esti-
mates, the expenditure on the Main RHoads
Board last year was £8,155. In that year,
however, there was no board and no work
was done. There must be symethinx wrong.
The figures may have been included for the
purposes of comparison, but it is uwot vight
{o charge up the salaries of the members of
the board for last year because the hoard
were not then in existence. The Minister will
see that the expenditure by way of snlaries
for the chairman and the second and third
members of the board arve shown, and T can
only conrlnde that expenditure to that ex-
tent mnst have been saved last year. The
public will realise the many advantages that
we have enjoyed this vear as a result of the
Federal road grant. After all, £384 000 is a
co.siderabe sum for Toad expenditure,

and that of course is given to wus
on condition that we add 75 per
cent. to the amount and spend the

total on certain roads. That expenditure
is a decided advantnge to the State, and will
provide a great deal of work. Then we have
enjoved very cheap migration moncy, and
we shall ¢et some more. That momey is for
gromn settlement.

[ASSEMBLY.]}

The Minister for Lands: It all Jepends
how they work it

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Whom do
you mean by ‘“they”?

The Minister for Lands: The peuple that
provide the money.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We have
had a good deal of it.

The Alinister for Lands:
would get sume more,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is

You said we

I

Q.

The Minister for Lands: It all depends
how they work it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We must
see that we keep our end up, and get ihe
money for which arvangemenis were made
under the migration agreement. The money
is for group settlement and for carlain de-
velopment work, such as railways ang wafer
supplies. Many water supplies in the agri-
enltural areas will come under this beading
and so will railways, apart from the lines to
be construcled in the group areas. We are
paying 1 per cent. interest on £2,200,000,
which is £22,000 a year. If we were paying
514 per cent. interest for that money, thein-
terest hill each year would be £115,500. Thus
we are saving £93,500 on the money we are
gotfing at 1 per cent. instead of 514 per
cent. That is a decided advantage, hecause
it saves the reveuue to the extent of £93,500,
which is a substantial amount. There will
be 1 per cent. to pay on this year's vxpendi-
ture under the agreement. On an cxpendi-
ture of £10,000,000 under the agreement our
payment for five years at 1 per eent. wouid
be £100,i00 per annum. For a further five
vears the State i< to pay one-third of the
interest rate, whieh witl mean £173,000 per
annum. The DBrifish and Federal Govern-
ments between them will pay in the first five
vears £423.000 per anrum, and in the second
five years £330,000 per annum. Thus the
State’s iuterest on the €10,000,000 during the
ten years will be £1,375,000, and the total
to be paid hy the British and Federal Gov-
ernments will be £3,875,000. The latter
amount represents the saving to the State.
T hope we shall get this money and uze it. A
sum of £3,875,000 represents a big saving in
interest on 2n expenditure of £10,000,000.
Up to the present, except for soldier settle-
ment, we have had to find the whole of the
interest on the money for all our develop-
ment work, and even then it has paid us
handsomely, The State could not kave kept
afloat but for the expenditure of loan moneys,
particularly on development works and on
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agriculéural development. 1t is from agrieal-
tural development that we draw the money
that keeps us going. I hope the publie will
realise that the new migration agrewinent re-
presents a saving to the State of £3,875,000
on the expenditure of £10,000,000, and if
they do so they will appreciate the fuet that
if a loss is incurred on group settlement, the
whole of it can be covered by that amount.
I hope they will realise also that in uny ease
we would have to build those railwuys and,
but for the assisiance of the British and
Federal Governments, would have Lo pay the
whole of the intercst ourselves. We as a
State cannot stand still; we must go ahead.
The water supplies that are to be constructed
with money at one per cent. would have to
be eonstrueted in any ease. This is ke Arst
time in our history when we have been
belped in the work of developing this coun-
try, and assistance comes now only because
there are many people in the Old T.and who
are anxious that some of the surplus popula-
tion should be transferred to the dominions
and particularly to Australia. Those people
are keen also to create trade, which follows
the settlement of British people in ®ustra-
lia.

Mr. Teesdale: We are anxious to get
their surplus, too, are we not?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. We
eannot do without them, and Englznd ean-
not manage with all of them. England has
always had population to spare. It is beeaunse
of that position that we arve getting this
money. The agreement that I was able to
make with the British Government, T thought
was very favourable. The present agreement
is at least twice as favourable and probably
rather more in the matter of rebaie of in-
terest.

Hon. G. Taylor: Yours was a very suc-
cessful agreement at the time.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, but
the present agreement is much betier, and
possibly we shall get a still better one later
on. At any rate we set the ball rolling and
suggested the idea that led to the favomr-
able agreement under which we are now
working.

Hon. @ Taylor: It is very easy to im-
prove upon existing machinery.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We con
thank the Federal Government for doingy
more themselves and for getting the British
Government to do more for us. I do not
care where the money eomes from so long as
we et it and so long as development follows
its expenditure. During the last two years
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of my term of office, we expended £7,325,000
of lean money, and of that amount £4,572,000
was devoted to agricultural development--
equal to about 62 per cent. Loan expendi-
ture apart from land development in the
zsame period amounted to £2,733,000, The
total loan ecxpenditure during the last two
years has Dbeen £B,177,000, of which
£4,25G,000 has been devoled to land devel-
opment, or only £316,000 less than during
the last two years of my Government, The
loan expenditure of the present Government,
apart from land development, has been
£3,921,000, or £1,168,000 more than during
my last two years of office. I do not know
where that money has gone, but it has been
expended. I do net know why it has not
produced more employment; we certainly
have experienced a considerable amount of
unemployment,

The Minister tor Lands: Unemployment
be blowed! Only last week we wanted a
number of men and c¢ould not get them,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sup-
sos¢ the farmers have now taken ali the
unemployed we had. The Minister is so
touclhy. We have had uncmployment.

The Minister for Lands: It makes one
touchy to read a paragraph in the paper
saying there is unemployment, and fo know
we cannot get the men we want,

The Premier: They announced in their
resolutions that it was not work they wanted,
but Government employment.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That may
be so. We have had unemployed in the
country as well as in Perth. Good men
have heen out of work, :

The Minister for Lands: We always have
that position at certain times of the year,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We have
had it all the time.

The Premier: The two years yon guoted
as those in which your percentage of loan
funds on land development was spent, in-
cluded the periods when the expenditure was
made on the purchase of land for returmed
soldiers.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course.

The Piemier: That is not really expand-
ing agricultural development. You buy ont
one man and put in another. Tt does met
necessarily follow that you are increasing
agricnltural development.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
was not so much of that expendifure between
1922 and 1924. Tt was borrowed money that
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was invested in land settlement and develop-
ment.

The Premier: It does not indicate in-
creased agricultural development to spend
a lot of money in buying out one man and
putting in another.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Oh yes!

The Premier: No!

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
an amount set down for soldier settlement
this year. The expenditure on the purchase
of land for soldier settlement fook place
largely between 1919 and 1921, and did not
oceur So much between 1922 and 1924, The
expenditure on group seitlement to June,
1924, was £1,227,030, and for the last two
years it was £2,167,150, so that £900,000 less
was spent by us up to June, 1924. But for
soldier settlement we should probably not
have had anything like the wheat crop we
have to-day.

The Premier: A great number of returned
soldiers merely took the place of others, whe
would have grown wheat just the same.

Hon. Sir. JAMES MITCHELL: They
would not. The returned soldiers cleared
enormous additional areas of their holdings.

The Premier: It is fair to assume that
the other settlers would have done likewise
if they had continued in possession.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No pro-
vision was made for the returned soldiers,
and they had to be settled on the land. In
1919 thousands of soldiers were coming
back, and thousands of people were out of
work. I am sorry to say that the men who
went out of their holdings did so for less
than they shouid have received, although the
bargains were good ones for the soldiers.

The Minister for Lands: In some in-
stances.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In most
cases. The estimate for group settlement this
year is £1,200,000, I was at Pemberton the
other day with people from New Zealand,
who understand that class of country. One
man said to me he would advise people to
settle there rather than in New Zealand.
We have the land and the climate. We have
sufficient evidence of pastures to justify us
in saying that we can grow pastures equal
to anything in Australia. =~ 'We have the
crops too, and the evidence of what theland
will do. Al that is needed is that a great
deal more should be done. We know what
dairying means to the country This ecan
only be done in a faifty large way. We
have for years imported butter and baecon
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costing huhdreds of thousands of pounds.
We ought to get to work as speedily as pos-
sible and develop this part of var territory.
In Victoria T60,000 cows are being milked.
The dairy production of that State was
worth in 1923-23 £10,376,000, nearly as
much as the value of the wheat crop,
which was £11,000,000. In Vietoria within
the period 368,000 pigs were slanghtered,
their value being £1,588,000. The dairy
produclion, including pigs, in Vietoria was
worth nearly £12,000,000. 1In addition,
494,000 head of ecattle were slanghtered and
sold. Most of the cattle were grown hy
small bolders. We thus see the value to
Vietoria of the class of country we ave
developing in, the South-West. Vietoria has
a little over a million and a half head of
cattle, and can slaughter 33 per cent. be-
cause the caitle are bred on small holdings
and are produced e¢very year. That is «
lesson we ought not to forget. A vast oppor-
tunity is offered to the people of Western
Australia. If we take the expenditure of
loan money over the last three vears, we
find it amounts, for the two years just endged
and the estimate for this year, to
£13,009,000. The whole of the estimated
amount for 1926-27 is not likely to be ex-
pended. If it were, we would find the ax-
penditure was £3,230,000 more than it was
during the last three years of my Govern-
ment. In 1911 the invested monev earned
interest on aceount of the public debt. [t
nearly did so in 1925, but fell considerahly
short in 1926. As far as possible we ought
1o see that the invested money does earn
interest on the total public debt. We fell
short of doing this in 1926 due to the loss
on the railways. Tt is hard to know why
we lose money on the railways,

The Minister for Railways: Why did we
have a bad harvest?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We did
not. For the last two years the railways
carried 284,000 tons of wheat more than we
had to carry in 1923 end 1924.

The Minister for Railways: In one year
we had 4,000,000 bushels less than in the
previons year.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The rail-
way profit in 1024 was £142,000, in 1925 it
was £190,000, and in 1926 the loss was
£31,982. The gross earnings in 1926 were
only £22,000 less than they were in 1925.

The Minister for Railways: We did not
put the rates up as you did when the wages
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were incereased, or we would have made «
profit.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister did not increase the wages as we did.

The Minister for Railways: We inereased
the wages, but not the rates.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister did not put down the rates. We
increased freights to meet the increase in
wages. We increased the wages by £58 and
the Minister increased them only by £15
We had not anything like the traffic that is
now rupnning over the railways, which are
earrying 284,000 tons of wheat more than
we earried.

The Minister for Railways: You know we
make very little profit out of wheat.

¥on. Sir JAMES MITCHELIL: If the
railways have the wheat, they make the
profit. The Minister now says he made n
loss hecnuse he did not get the wheat. He
cannot have it both ways. Tf he makes a
loss on wheat, why does he want to earry
it? That is no excuse for the loss. Wheat
brings railway traffie. There i1s not oniy the
freight on the wheat, but the freight on all
the stuff which goes into the distriets that
grow the wheat. A great deal of traftic
passes through Northam. All the down
traffic is very heavy. There has never been
so much traffic poing into the country as is
woing now. That is beeanse farmers ave
rrowing and selling wheat.

Hon. G. Taylor: And the Minister says
that is the reason for the reduction in rail-
way earmings.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: He says
that wheat does not pay. The Minister
should tell us why he went back £22,000 last
vear in gross earnings. There is no exense
for the loss.

The Minister for Railways: We reduced
railway freights by £45,000. The railways
jo not get anvthing of that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That was
not to be expeeted. The Minister should get
that money out of the Treasurer. T fecl
inclined to move that we order the Treas-
arer to pay that monev over in sovereigns
‘o the Commissioner of Railways.

The Premier: That would make a differ-
snee to the railway finances but not to tlie
T'reasury.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It should
1e handed over. T sympathise with the Min-
ster.
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The Minister for Railways: You blamed
me just now.

Hon. G. Taylor: Rightly so.

Hon. BSir JAMES MITCHELL: He
should have the money. He ought to be
able to justify this wonderful loss on the
year’s operations, There is no exeuse for
a loss of £31,000. 1 sympathise with him
becavse the Treasurer has stuck to the tax.

The Minister for Railways: Wages have
heen increased, but there has been no in-
crease in freights.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Minister will move that the Treasurer hand
the money over to him, I will support him.
The railways are our great earning depart-
ment, They are well run. Everybody con-
nected with the management and operation
of the railways is doing his best all the
time.

Hon. G. Taylor: It must be the Minister
who is wrong.

Horn. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I believe
the latest recruit is just as much concerned
in the sueccess of the railways as is every
otker officer up to the Comunissioner. They
are doing their best to make them pay in
a way that must please everyone. I douht
if there is any service where the people
concerned are working so loyally in it.

The Minister for Railways: There is a
wonderful spirit of co-operation in the rail-
way serviee now.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Ye-.
All our fnancial troubles over a num-
ber of years were due to the fact
that trade was not here. The railways
could not earn, for there was nothing for
them to do. Almost the whole of the deficii
wag due to the loss on the invested maoney
as a result of the war, and the tremendons
loan expenditnre which was not followeidl
hy the settflement of people and the
development of the land. This resulted
in loss on the railwa¥s and on every
public wtility. Tf we do not piek up
some of the loss this wvear, it wiil
be a serious matter for the Treasnrer.
notwithstandine any cdvantages that may
be experienced hy the Treasury on aecount
of eheap money or in any other direction.
It is our duty to see that the publie utilities
are carefully managed and properly run,
We must see that nothing is done to jeo-
pardise the work.

The Minister for Railwavs: And T sup-
pose von want it done in what you regard
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as the proper way, by raising freights and
tares.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: When
the Minister does as we did, and pays the
men over £38 n vear extra in wages, be will
do as we did; he will incrense fares and
freights.

The Minister for Railways: We won’t do
that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister should not have done what he did.
I was sorry when I fcarnt thut he had gone
to the men about it. No Minister has any
right to go to a State employee and say, “I
am peying yon more, and you should vote
for me.” The men reseived what was their
right, and what they were entitled to be
paid. Tnereased cost of living makes every-
thing dearer in connection with the rail-
ways, or anything else. Tf costs go up, it
i5 necessary to take aetion to meet the diffi-
culty. It cannot be expecled that employees
on wages can live on the same scale as form-
erly when the cost of living was not so
hizgh; it cannot be done. T do not wish tu
be unpleasant with the Minister, but I woull
advise him to remember that, in the instance
he referred to, the wages went up becanse
of the decision of the proper tribunal, anl
that is the correct way for svch increases to
be ohtained. The tribunal that gave the in-
ereased wages eamne to that delermination
apon inquiry, because it was just. There-
fore no Minister should go to Government
emplovees and szy, “Lotk what we have
done for you; vou shonld vete for us.” Wy
are all only too pleased to know that our
employees are well paid, and no countrv
ean be great where employees are not well
paid.

The Minister for Ezilwavs: If the Gov-
ernment had not passed lezislution dealing
with the basic wage, the men would not have
got it, o that the Government were really
responsihle.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister said that the Grvernment had ap-
peinted the court, ard he had no right to
88Y S0,

The Minister for Railwavs:
I said Parliarent did.

Hon. Sir JAMES VITCHELL : The
Minister did, and he had no rizht fo sav so.
J£ the Housze passed the neaessary legisla-
tion, that wonld be auite all richt.

The Minister for Railways- That is what
I said. Parliament did so, on the initiation
of the Government.

T did not;
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Ani
there 35 no reason why Porliament should
not deal with that subjeet. Certainly the
provision regarding the basic wage should
gsimplify arbitration. 1"e had diseussed
that cuestion often, and attempts were
made 1o deal with the basic wage before
It was dillicult for the court to deal
with and, in faet, it eould not be
done. While the provision of the basie
wage legislation should simplify the
work of the Arbitration Court, it does
rot seom to have had that eftect.  There
should be less trouble and less delay in
consequence of if.

The Minister for Railways: We have had
no strikes or industrial troukles as the re-
sult of it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Every
day we sce a long list of industrial troubles.

The Minister for Ruilwavs: That relates
to matters under (he jurisdiction of th-
Federal Arhitration Court.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The
Government intend to go on with publie
works and will huild more railways. These
troubles will add to the cost of those under-
talkings. Ministers will desire to get the
produce of the State away from the dis-
tricts where it is growing. I do not wish
to argue with the Minister for Railways,
but to give him a litile sound adviee. I
hope he will not err acuin, as he has domn:
cnce or twice lately. 1 hope he will not
again say that becausc there was a little
less wheat to be railed, the loss of £200,000
in ronnection with the railwayvs was justi-
fied; it was not. We are also responsible
for tramways, water supplies and the sup-
ply of clectrieity. We have to meet the
reovirements of the people under those
headings, and we have to live up to our re-
sponsibilitics. T wish with all my lLeart that
the people of the metropolis would take
over those activities and the responsibilities
attaching to them. As it is we bave to do
the work for them, and inelude the total
eost of the undertakings in our indebtedness.
The ine'usion of the capital cost of those
vmdertakings makes our public indebtedness
far more than it would he if those works
were dealt with as in Vietoria, where the
eapital involved is noi a charge sgainst the
public deht of the State. 1 am glad that tha
Minister in charge of wuter sapplies iy
present. I well remember the trouble ex-
perienred hy and the eritieism and abuas
levelled at the head of the ex-Minister for
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Works, when he was in charge of the metro-
politan water supply underlaking. He was
eritieised because of the guantity and qual-
ity of water supplied. I bad hoped thav
the expenditure of large sums of money
would have improved the position. Some
fime ago the Minister, I think, announced
that the position had been improved by the
use of water from the hills, yet to-day the
criticism is as strong as ever,

Hon. G. Tavlor: There are more com-
plaints now, although T do not know why
there should be.

Hon. S8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I
know there sre complaints against the Gov-
emment of the day, whereas in the past they
were agatust the Government with which I
was associated. T trust the Government will
be able to provide the people with a better
supply of water from the hills very soon.
These works I have mentioned cost a good
deal of money, and will eost a great deal
more. The foeal authorities should be able
to handle the undertakings as well as we
can. I notice that £G.000 has been provided
for migration. The cost of that activity is
largely borne by the Federal Government
in these days. T trust that, with the ex-
penditure of suck large sums of Ioan
moneys, we shall not fail to bring in a eon-
siderable number of people for land settle-
ment and development generally. It is mo
use bringing them in for the towns beeanse
already we have too many people there. We
cannot have migration when there is a con-
siderable degree of unemployment, but if

the migrants are placed in the conntry areas

they will make more work fur the people in
the towns. I dv noi know what the member
for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) will say
when he notices that £11,900 only is pro-
vided on the Estimates for the North-West,
if we except the amount provided for eattle
stations.
Mr. Teesdale: We are used to that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Under
the heading of Roads and Bridges, there is
an item relating te the purchase of the
Avon Valley eattle station, for which £6,500
is provided. I presume that item is included
under the wrong heading. I take it the re-
ference is to the purchase of a new cattle
station for the natives. We have heard of
the purchase only recently. For State trad-
ing concerns £259,500 is provided on the
Loan Fstimates, that amount inecluding
£170,000 for State ships, largely used for

rae]
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the service to the North. 1 am sorry nothing
is included in the Estimates for workers’
homes, and also that the Premier has not
been able to provide more money for bospi-
tals. Well equipped hospitals in the larger
centres are just as important to the people
6f the distriets served as is the Perth hos-
pital to the metropolitan ares,

The Minister for Lands: No one knows
better than you do that we could easily pro-
vide for £9,000,000 or £10,000,000 in the
Loan Estimates!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: With the
permission of the Minister for Lands, while
apologising to him for doing so, I express
my regret that so little has been provided
for the hospitals. The Minister for Lands is
getfing anTuly.

The Minister for Lands: Not at all; 1 am
just pointing out the position to you.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Cannot
the Minister understand that it is merely
right and just for me to say that I regret
that, out of the large sum of £4,832,347, only
£23,000 is provided for hospitals. We have
large centres throughont the State, such as
Albany, Geraldton, Bunbury, Northam and
Merredin,

The Premier: There is no centre going
short vegarding hospital accommodation.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes,
there is.

The Premier: No. We have spent a large
sum of money on hospitals, and I am finding
£5,000 for the hospital at Northam.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Is thay
to come out of this vote

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Does the
Premier want the people to find that money?
These hospitals should be supplied by the
Government. There wag a time when the
positien was different, but Mr. Colebateh in-
stituted a system under which the pound for
pound subsidy was provided for country hoz-
pitals. T am nof sure that it is & good sys-
tem hecause the Government are inclined to
push it too far. The Geraldton hospital
serves centres as far away as Mullewa and
Pindar.

Hon. §. W. Munsie: What is wrong with
the (eraldton hospital?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt must
be provided for.

Hon 8. W. Munsie: So it has been.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 do not
know whether there is sufficient hospital
aecommodation there,

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Yes, there is.

The Minister for Railways:
£2,000 there last year.

We spent

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: On
pound for pound basis?
Hon. 5. W. Munsie: No, Over £8,000

was spent on the hospital at Northam and
the people there did not pay a bob of that
amonnt.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T do nut
know that they should.

Mr. Lindsay: Why should the people in
other districts have to find money on the
pound for pound basis?

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Northam will have to
find money on that basis if any more is
wanted.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: Lt should
not be expected that the people from the
country distriets should come to Perth every
time they want to see a doctor. In the more
closely settled distriets there should be hos-
pitals such as those at Northam and Gerald-
ton to which the people go for operations.
They will be able to go to sueh hospitals at
Merredin, Katanning and other centres in
future years. The Government should pro-
vide such hospitals.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: We have provided
wholly and solely the buildings for hospitals.
You eannot name one to which people from
outside distriets do not go.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They go
where there are two doctors and where the
equipment is better, so that operations can
be performed. Those hospitals shounld he
provided for the people. I motice that
£98,000 is included in the Loan Kstimates
for publie buildings. The Minister has
erected a new building next to the old Pub-
lic Works Department. I do not know why
that was not mentioned in the Honse. Every-
one knows that for years the question of
removing the old baildings has been under
disenssion. I am old-fashioned and hope
that the old buildings will not go. However,
a great many people consider that the Bav-
racks will have fo go. When the Minister
decided to ereet the mew wing, be should
bave informed the House. I do not kmow
when it will be finished; it has been
nunder construction for a long time.
There is & good deal in the Loan Estimates
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that will provide useful work. Tt will be
possible to earry out much work wilth ile
aid of cheap money. Up to the end of lust
year the Treasury, in this respeet, saved no
less a sum than £93,000. We can afford
to do work when we ean get money at o
low rate of interest, but we must see to i:
that we carry out revenue producing under-
takings. We increase the population of {ha
State by using the cheap money and we ju-
crease prodnetion, This year it will tale
only a portion of our wheat to pay our in.
terest bill. It is not so long sinece it took
the whole of cur wheat production to payv
our interest hill, and the change that husz
come over the scene, therefore, is of cou-
siderable importance. We meet our obli-
gations with the aid of our produce and we
muit see that the monev we spend brings
shout increased production which will make
it possible for us to export our surplus and
so meet our interest and sinking fund ohli-
cations. I am sorry that so little has been
provided for railway econstruction, and [
repeat that I am sorry provision has not
been made for the erection of additional
workers’ homes, It would be possible tn
criticise a good deal more seriously than we
actually do, hut we have to remember that
the policy being followed is the policy that
has heen in operation in this State for sora
years. It is a policy that has been approved,
nét only here, but at the other end of the
world, a policy that led to the country beine
hetter known than was the ease bhefore. At
the present time no State in the Common-
wealth has a better reputation than has
Western Australla. We meet our obliga-
tions promptly and we do more than that,
we provide interest and sinking fund for tha
repayment of our loans. Tt shounld he
atknowledged that we have spent our money
wisely and that those from whom we seek
loan monev ean with eonfidence continme to
advance us money, knowingz that we shall
send them something they want, something
that has resulted from the expenditure of
their money. T hope the Committee will
disenss the Hstimates very ecarefully and
freely, particularly the members for Perth,
who, I am sure, will have something
to say to the Minister for Works about the
water supply. The Minister is deserving
of some eriticism in respect for not hav-
ine provided a water supply that be pro-
mised so whole-heartedly and without reser-
vation just before the last general eleetions,
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MR. THOMSON {Katanning) [4.49]:
When we are asked to pass Loan Estimates
amounnting to £4832,347, it make us won-
der. We sincerely hope that the expenditure
of this amount will give an adequate return
to the State. 1t is serious to eontemplate
that the debt per head of the population
has increased from €148 to £158, and we
are tempted to ask whether we have bern
getting value for the expenditure. 1 vegret
that ! have not had very much time to study
the Auditor General's veport, but 1 inteni
to ask the Premier, when he is replying, to
‘give us some information particularly in
regard to several items that appear in the
Auditor General’s report. We find that last
year the Treasnry regulalions were agamm
departed from, The Auditor General draws
attention to that and states that instanees
bave heen noted where eollections dnring the
first fen days of July have been included.
That is probably verv good for the Treas-
urer. It is a custom that has been hrought
in lately.

The Premier: Nothing of the kind: it has
heen done ever sinece 1 have been in DPar-
liament.

Hon. G. Taylor: Tt was done as far back
as 26 vears ago when I first came into Par-
liament.

Mr. THOMSON: It is strange, if it has
heen the practice for so long, that the Audi-
tor (eneral should bring it nnder unotice
just now.

The Premier: There are some things in
the Auditor General’s report that never
vary. He repeats them year after year.

Mr. THOMSON: It is difficult to deal
with several of the matters that I would
wish to refer to. TUnfortunately a practice
has arisen in connection with the general
administration of the Btate whereby n grent
deal of money is charged to loan expendi-
tare. T have referred to this before on the
Loan Fstimates. The Auditor General savs
in his report—

In the year 1924.25 the Governor approved
of the *“Advance to Treasurer’’ being drawn
upon for the eonstruction, at an estimated cost
of £18,000, of three gantry cranes for the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust, the arrangement heing
that the trust was to recoup the expenditure
over o period of four years. An amownt of
£4 500 received from the Trust for the year
1025-26 was not applied in reduction of the
expenditure, but taken to the Rovenne Fund.
The Treasnrer minuted the file ns follows:—
“¢Tn view of the £14,000 Fremantle harbonr

revenue outatanding, I cannot agree to allow
the £4,500 contribution to suspense for the

year 1925-26. As the £14000 will be colivoted
in the 1926-27 year, 1 agree to two lebits to
the year 1926-27 of £5,000 cael, namelr,
£9,000."°

We are tuking into vevenue wmoney that
should have gone Lo recoup the cortract be-
tween the Harbour Trust and the Treasurer.
It seéms to me that interest is being paid
from loan fund into revenue.

The 'remier: There is no Toundution for
such a statement as that.

Mr. THOMSON: Tollowing on, the Au-
ditor General writes:

In respeet to certain works and services, us
detailed below, the expeuditure on which is
mot from loan fund, interest on the net ex-
penditure has been charged to the loan fund
and eredited to the revenue fund, purperting
to reconp the latter for interest paid. In the
firat three cuses the works huve not become
revenue-producing, The provision in the wvari-
ous lpan Aects rclating to interests states that
it shall be eharged upon and payable ount of
the Conscolidated Revenue Fund, and assets of
the Government of Western Australia.

If the Treasurer will point out that that is
wrong I shall be pleased, but so far as I ean
gather we are charging up to loan expendi-
ture, interest that is due on eertair works,
That is the statement set out in the Anditor
(teneral’s veport. There is another matter
to whiel 1 would like the Treasurer to refer
when replying. On page 9 of the Auditor
General's report in connecetion with {lie Lon-
don loan of €300,000, this iz set out:

On the 18th July, 1925, the Commonwealth,

on hehalf of "the Commonwealth, Victorin,
Queensiand, South Ausirsliz, and Western Aus-
tralia, issued a loan (£5,000,000) in Londen,
repayable in 1945-1975.
The charges came to €17,384, made up as
follows: Discount at 14 per cent, £2,500;
mierest bonus charged to loan proceeds,
£3,000; then we have two lots of commis-
sion. It seems strange that we should have
io pay double underwriters’ commission.
First we have underwriters’ coanmission
£5,000 and next underwriters’ brokerage,
£1,250. Then we find that the eomonission
paid to the Commonweath Bank amounted
to £1.250 and eommission to brokers and
other hankers, £1,165. Tt does seem strange
that we should have to pay doubjs broker-
age. No doubt the Premicr has an ndequate
explanation to offer, Later on we find a re-
ference in the Auditor (Gemeral’s report to
conditions relafing te a sinking fund not
having heen complied with. He says—

The condition relating to a sinkinrg fund has
not been complied with by the State, neither
‘has any alteration been made in the interest
charges of 314 per cent. and 4% per cent. on
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the initial advance of £250,000, but interest
at 1 per cent. bas been calenlated 58 from the
lst Lecember, 1923, on the loan of £750,000,
apd at the same rate from the date of receipt
of the money in regard to the £1500,000 re-
ceived during the financial year. The excess
interest at the rate of two-thirde per cent.
tharged in the years 1923-24 and 1924-25 was
then set off against the caleulation on the 1
per cent. basis.

The point I wish to emphasise is thal under
Claunse 6 of the migration agreement we find
this—

The State has agreed to pay the Common-
wealth & sinking fund at the rate of 1Us. per
cent. annually on ‘‘each £100 or portion of
£100 of the moneys issued to the State ... ."’
No charge has yet been made against the rev-
enue fund on account of any portion of the
£2,250,000 already received from the Common-
wealth in regard to migration. If the clause
is to be applied retrospectively, the acerued
linbility of the Btate will be cousiderable. The
only information available upun the matter is
a statement by the Under Treasurer on the
file to the effect that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment are to be asked to forego the sinking
fund charge,

I have stated frequently in the Housc, and I
am going to repeat it, that in my opioion,
we should have in existence a public works
committee, so that we might be in a position
to deal with the finances of the Stale parti-
cularly as regards the expenditure of loan
money. We know that it is the policy of
the Government to construet the whole of
the works departmentally. We have abso-
lutely no check upon the amonnt of money
that is spent. That is not in the interests of
the State. Tenders should be called for the
construction of pnblie works. To-day the
Leader of the Opposition asked a «uestion
regarding the seleetion of men required for
the construction of the Norseman Salmon
Gums railway, and the Minister’s rcply was
in effect that what was published wns abso-
Tutely incorreet. I would like to know
whether any migrant coming here will be
able to get employment on new railway
works or on the eonstruction of roads with-
out being possessed of a union ticket. If not,
it is not in the intevests of the State that
that kind of thing should prevail. It looks
as if the~e was a certain amount of truth in
the published report by reason of the fact
that no man seems to be ahle get a job on
Government works unless he has a tieket.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: That is not correct.

Mr. THOMSON: T cannot agre: with the
Minicter,

The "HATRMAN: We are not dealing
with the A W.U. ticket, but with the ex-
penditure of loan- fuods.
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Mr. THOMSON: And, Sir, with tt
methods adopted by the Government in i
expenditure of those public funds. I wair
tain that the present system affords no adi
quate check. The (Government would sa)
“But we have the estimates put up by th
engineers.” Those estimates, however, ar
based on the conditions which exist.

Mr. Sampson: And they are not nece:
sarily right,

Mr. THOMSON: No. In the adminis
tration of our own Railway Department w
find that the inauguration of the 44-hou
week has meant an inecrease of approxi
mately £100,000 in the annual expenditure
A statement to that effect appears in th
Commissioner's report.

Hon. G. Taylor: And the Commissione
would be likely to know.

Mr. THOMSON: I presume he would
He makes that statement in reporting
on the operations of his department. Ir
New South Wales it is estimated that th
44-hour week means an additional expendi
ture of £800,000 per anoum in the Railway
Department. The 44-hour week, of course
is the policy of the Government. I an
erificising the alministration of our Public
Works Department on the ground that il
has beer for many years s recognised cas
tom that three-quarters of a mile to a mil¢
per day of railway is a fair and reasonable
rate of constroection,

Hon. G. Tayler: Of platelaying.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes,

Mr. A. Wansbrongh:
men§

Mr. THOYSON: We know that the en.
gineers in charge of the line that is being
built under the departmertal construction
system are firmly convinced that they ought
to he getting three-quarters of a mile of
line laid per day. I am not discussing the
conditions, but only a stelement which has
apreared in the TFress. The matter was also
dealt with in the Arbitration Court. We
know that the nnion secretary has said that
the proper rate is half a mile per day, And
half a mile it is. T want to know who is
actually controlling the affairs of this State,
who is actnallv in charee of the expenditnrs
of publie funds, including the large amount
we are being asked to vote to-day.

Hon. G. Taylor: Tt is easily seen in that
instanece,

The Premier: The matter was decided in
the proper, constitntional way under the

With how many
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laws of the land, The court has determired
the maftter.

Hon. &. Taylor: The platelaying is all
pretty well done now.

The Premier: No. There are hundreds
of miles of railway to be built yet.

Mr. THOMSON: 'That is all very well,
but I am referring to the principle of do-
ing everything by departmental construc-
tion, or under the administration of the
Pablic Works Department, instead of the
Government giving the engineers s free
hand as to general administration, and as
to who shall be emploved and who shall
not be employed. The enyineers are bam-
strung in their administration right from
the beginning, by the Clovernment saying
to them, “You skall not employ any men
except those we approve of,” those they ap-
prove of being, of course, members of their
political organisation ard giving them
political support. That is the regrettable
position which ohtaing to-day as regards
the expenditure of loan money.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Do you expect 20
men to do the same work as 0%

Mr. THOMSON: ! am not discnssing
that.

Mr. A. Wanshrough: That is the reason
for what you are complaining sbout.

Mr. THOMSON: I bhave not been dis-
eussing either 20 men or 40 men. I have
safficient confidence in the engineers who
are in charge of the Norseman line fo be-
lieve that if they did not comsider three-
quarters of a mile of line should be laid
per day, they would not have put up that
request. If those engineers had had a free
hand, the construction of the railway wonld
not have been delayed as it has been. The
number of men emploved goes by the board.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: The Press stated
that the trouble oecurred beeause the nom-
ber of men required were not being em-
ployved.

Hon. G. Taylor:
matter.

Mpr., THOMSON: We all recognise that
in order o onen up and develop this coun-
try money must be horrowed and railways
must be constructed, tut T feel bound fo
voice mv protest against the present method
of constrneting publie works, The country
mav he eetiing excellent value in the ser-
viees rendered hy the denarimental officers,
but at present there is nn vhack. TFor that
reason 1 maintain that tenders should be

The eovrt decided the
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ealled for railways and ovher public works.
If the departmental osuthorities, upon the
retnrn of fenders, are in a position to say,
“We can do the work at a cheaper rate,”
very well, I shall be satisfied, becanse then
we shall have a check. At present, how-
ever, we have absolutely no check whatever
on the cost of constrnetion of our railways.
As regards the horrowiug of money, the
Government are very fortunately situated.
Under the migration agreement it is pro-
posed to eonstruct railways so that country
may be made available for new settlers, and
the money required for those ratlways can
be borrowed by the {lovernment at 1 per
cent, per annum, Over a period of ten
years the rate of interest runs omt at 134
per cent. From that aspect, I repeat, the
Government are most fortunately situated.
Like the Leader of the Opposition, I
gothered from a statement made by the
Minister for Works when dealing with the
agreement for road construetion, that a cer-
tain proportion of the funds needed hed to
be found from revenne. So far as one ecan
judge from these Loan Estimates, the whole
of the office expenses connected with road
construction will be eharged to Loan. That
may be sound podicy; I am not taking ex-
ception to it. But, onee agsin, the Govern-
ment are most fortunate in getting a sum
of £384,000 from the Commonwealth,
whereas I think, speaking from memory,
that on o per capita bacis Western Aus-
tralia would be entitled to receive only
£90,000. Therefore the Federal Qovern-
ment, who somelimes are regarded as in-
different to the interests of Western Aus-
tralia, have at any vate one good point.
They are providing, and have provided,
money for a road ronstruction scheme in
Western Australia. That scheme is part
of the Federal Government’s scheme for the
opening up and development of the Com-
monwealth,  Thus onr Stute (Government
are in the happy position of bheing able to
say to the vavious raad Loards, “Put up
your scheme of road corstruction for a
period of five vears.”

The Premier: I am in the unhappy posi-
tion of having to find three or four or five
times as much money for roads this year as
has ever been found in any previous year.

Mr. THOMSON : That is so.

The P-emier: Do ‘you call that a happy
position?

Mr. THOMSON: But the Commonwealth
Government are providing funds for——
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“he Premier: That does not assist me. [
have to find my share, and it is fonr or tive
tines greater than the money found tor road
eonuatruction in any previous year.

Mr. THOMSON: In some cases the Pre-
mier has not to find the whole of the 15s.,
because 7s. Gd. will have to he contributed
by rvad boards towards the construction of
main roads.

The Premier: It all meanx that I have te
find more woney.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 recognise that the
scheme takes financing. Nevertheless, aftec
ali said and done, the State’s share is only
a small part of the expenditure involved.

The Premier: 1Is it? Qur share is
£196.000.

Mr. THOMSON': That is so.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: How much was spen:
by any previous Government on road cou-
gtruction in a year?

Mr, THOMSON: That is just the point.
No previous Government had the oppor-
tunity to spend so muck money.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: Yes; a previous Gov-
ernment had.

Mr. THOMSON: That is not so.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: The last Government
hzd the opportunity of spending £98,000
and spent about £12,000.

Mr. THOMSON: I am not dealing with
that phase.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: The previous Gov-
ernment would not raise the pound for
pound.

Mr. Sampson: The plans had to be pre-
pared and the work had to be initiated.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: You would not find
the money.

Mr. THOMSON: I am dealing with the
position as it faces us to-day. We know
an abnormal ameunt of road development is
taking place, and that must prove beneficial
10 the State. Admittedly the Treasurer has
to find some £190,000. Nevertheless the
State is in the happy position of getting
£384.000, which previously it did not get,
to put into roads. Therefore Western Aus-
tralia is benefiting from the amount of
money provided by the Commonwen!th Gov-
ernment.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: And provided by
‘Western Australia.

Mr. THOMSON: I acknowledge that we
are finding our quota, but nevertheless we
are getting from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment something which we did not reeeive
previously.
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Tue Minister ror Hailways: That fact
aoes net make it any easier for us to find
the moeney.

M. FuOMSON: Bat it does menn mak-
ing it much easier te find work for the
prople coining trom oversea.

Hon, 5. W. Munsie: 1 thought your policy
was that people from oversva should go on
the land.

Mr. THOMSOXN: XNo! under the present
agreement.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: This is the first time
you have admitted that.

My, THOMSOXN: All those who ¢ome un-
der the migration agreement are not to go
on the land. A definite proportion is state:d.
I think it is one migrant for every £75.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: One farmer?

Alr. THOMSON: Xo; not one farmer for
£76. :

. Hon. 8. W. Munsie: But one man must
be settled on the land? ‘

Mr. THOMSON: One man according to
that proportion. However, we are not dis-
cussing the migration agreement, bui road
construction.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: But you will not be
fair even when diseussing the road constroe-
tion poliey.

Mr. THOMSON: The Honorary Minister
is yuite wrong in saying that. T bave made
the plain statement of fact that we are to
receive £384,000 annually for ten years.
Thus for the first time in the history of
Western Australia we have a very consid-
crable amounnt of money available for roal
constraction, enabling us to adopt whati may
be termed a continuity of road poliey. 1
repeat that [ do not view with entire equa-
uimity the position facing us to-day, inas-
mueh as there js nbsolutely no contre! and
no check over the expenditure of these buge
sums of money. I know that the present
Government are earrying on a system which
has existed for vears, and I also know that
this Chamber anee passed legislation for the
establishment of a public works eommittee,
I have it on the anthority of men who know.
that tn the Commonwealth the establishment
of a public works eommitee has meant the
saving of maunv hundreds of thousnnds of
pounds. My contention is that Western
Australia should lhave a similar committee,
which would enabln ns tn serufinise poblie
expenditure.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I think the Upper
House threw out the Bill to establish a pub-
lie works committee.
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Mr. THOMSON: 1 know it and ] regret
it, That, however, does not get away frow
the fact that such a committee would be in
the interests of the State, more especially as
regards the expendituie of lnan funds. Next
year we shall be inereasing our indebtedness
by a further £10 per head. Provided we get
full value for the money expended, we are
justified in taking that additional respon-
sibility upon ourselves; but I do want to
sound a note of warmmg. Honestly, I do
not believe that the present system of deing
all public works departmentaily is in the
interests of the State or means economical
work. I know it is useless to ask the pres-
ent Glovernment to change that policy, but
T would be wanting in my duty, as represen-
tative of a prenortion »f rhe electors, if
1 allowed this matter to go by without vais-
ing my voice in protest. Millions of pounds
are to be expended in road constructiou.
We know that tenders are to be called as
far as may be possible. That was agreed
npon in the negotiations with the Federal
(Gtovernment. 1 am strongly of opinion that
in the matter of road construction we should
provide a checlke by calling tenders. I feel
quite sure that if the amount of a depart-
mental estimate is exceeded by the tenders
snbmitted, the department will earry out the
work. 1 wounld give the enzineers an abso-
lotely free hand. I regret to have to say
that, in my opinion, they have not a free
hand at present, have not “the order of the
sack” as fully as they should have it. The
engineers should be at complete liberty to
employ whom they like and to dismiss whom
they like. Under thai condition of things
the State would get much better value for
its money than is being got under present
conditions,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) ([7.30]j: The
Committee are eonsidering Loan Estimates
amounting to nearly five million pounds, or
something like £13 per head of the popula-
tion. All parties are agreed that money is
essential in order that the eountry should he
developed. But it is a sine qua non that
population should be materially inereased.
One mafter T should like to discuss is the
provision of a refrigerating shed on the
wharf at Fremantle, This has been a
snbject of disenssion in Parliament for sev-
eral years past. The need for a store at a
eonvenient place for the pre-eooling of fruit
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before export has long been recognised as
essential. 1 regret that I am unable to find
on the Estimates any provision for that
store.

Hon, i Taylor: 1 think it is on the Rev-
enne Estimates.

Mr. SAMPSOX: I daresay the Treasurer
will be able to explain. The Loan Estimates,
I understand, offer opportunity for a wide
discussion.  During this session on many
occasions members have been advised to
leave certain matters till we ecame to the
Loan Estimates.

The Premier: You cannot discuss any mat-
ter not provided for in the Loan Estimates.

Mr. SAMPSON: Then T wonder whether
my remarks are in order. I am unable o
find anything in the Estimates for the pre-
cooling store.

The Premier: There is nothing, so you
cannot discuss that subject.

Mr. SAMPSON: I bhad hoped provision
had been made for a pre-cooling store, It is
essentinl. The State is becoming of sowse
importance as a fruit exporting State, and
we need to see that every possible opporx-
tanity is given to export onr fruit in sound
rondition. Many countries are becoming
more and more qualified to compete with ns.
Amerien offers serious competition in the
export of primary produets; and the same
may be said of Sonth Africa. There the
London and Continental markets appear to
he of primary consideration, If frmit is
not of first quality it is not permitted to he
sent overseas; but I believe that in South
Afriea they have every facility for the pro-
per transmission of their fruit. No frait
can be sent away in good condition unless,
prior to its being placed on board ship, ils
temperature has been reduced. I regret that
a tram extension has been made recently to
Cambridge-street. I know it is still open to
debate whether or not the day of the tram
has gone. Personally I think this particu-
lar tram extension will very easily fall a
vietim to char-a-bane opposition. The route
adopted is a roundabout one. It certainly
does not traverse the shortest distance. Tt
passes from Cambridge-street through one
or Lwo smaller streets and, instead of travel-
ling south, it goes north as far as New-
castle-street, where it joins with the Leeder-
ville tram at the Oxford-street jumetion. It
is a great pity that tramwey has to face
soch a heavy handieap. I am sorry no pro-
vision is made for workers’ homes. There
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was brought under my notice some months
ago the instance of a family living in a hes-
gian house. The only protection fhey had
from the weather was a few sheets of gal-
vanised iron and some hessian. It was &
family consisting of a man, his wife and
three children, and they were anxious fo
obtain a worker’s home. Unfortunately
their application was so far down on the
list that it was impossible for them to wait.
In another instance suecess was ultimately
secured. That was the instance of a family
pumbering 10 when the application was put
in, bul 11 when approval was finally given.
1t took eight months to seeure that approval.
I think loan money could properly be prn-
vided in larger quantities and so give op-
portunity to those who are anxicus to pur-
chase homes of their own on extended terms
onder the Workers’ Homes Aect. I notice
a sum is being provided for experimental
farms. T should like to know whether these
experimental farms will include one or more
fruit farms. Those well able to judge claim
that Western Australia comrares favournbly
with California in point of £ruit production.
That heing so, the establishment of fruit
farms for experimental purposes is well
Justified. An immense amount of money
leaves this. State every vear for bamanas,
pines, and other tropical fruits. T believe
that if serious consideration were given to
this suhjert and evperiments were made in
varions parts of the State it would be found
possible by growing a proportion of our re-
yuirements here to greatly rednee the
money we are sending away for tropical and
sub-tropieal froit. Let me tonch upon the
charees being levied for water from an
extension from Mundaring to Glen For-
rest and Darlington. Prior to approval
beine iven to this extension the Green-
mount Road Board joined with other gmar-
antors in making an offer of £50 per annum
to cover anv loss that might arise in
respect of this work. Later the mem-
bers of that Loard, realising how import-
ant it was for the maintenznee of
the York Road that that road shonld
be watered during the snmmer months.
waited as a deputation on the Minizter and
vreed a reduction in the charge ver thovs-
and zallons, which iz nn less than 5= 64. So
astonished was T at the reply civen that
T felt a mistake had been made. Not
only is B5a, 6d. the charge for thiz
pitblie purpose of watering the Yos% Road,
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but it is levied on those who have the water
service at hoth Glen Forrest and Darling-
ton. When a confererce between the depart-
mental officers and representatives of Glen
Forrest and Darlington met at Chidlow
some three yvears ago, it was definitrly de-
cided that the charge per thousand gallons
should be 2s. 6d. Even that is in excess of
the amount charged in Guildfor¢ and in
Perth. Nevertheless the conference felt it
was a reasonable eharge, since the aunantity
to be consumed would be comparatively
small. When, later on, the accounts showed
that the actual charge was 5s. 6d. per thous-
end gallons, dissatisfaction was ganeral.

Hon. W. J. George: But they ngreed to
pay it.

Mr. SAMPSON: No such agreeinent was
ever made. The agreement was that the
charge should be 22, Gd. I cannot conceive
any justification For the eharge of 5s. 6d.
per thousand gallons.

Hon. W, J. George: It is all a question
of the cost of putting down the main.

Mr. SAMPSON: When an arrsugement
is' made it should be observed.

The Minister for T.ands: Did you ever
hear of consumers of water moaintaining
their agreements?

Mr. SAMPSON: The people of Darling-
ton and of Glen Forrest are maintaiaing the
agreement they entered into, Thev are very
ready to maintain that agreement, but the
department says the charge is not 2r. €d. per
thousand gnllons but 53, 6d. Tt is incredible
that so high a charge should he levied on
people so near to the souree of supply.

Hon. W. J. George: They agreed to pay
5s. 6d.

Mr. SAMPSON: They never did.

Hon. J. Georze: I know they did.

Mr. SAMPSON: They did nothing of
the sort. The file will show that 2a Cd. was
the charge agread upon at the confsrence at
Chidlows. Surely 2s. 6d. is quile suflinient.

Hon. W. T. Georee: You eannnt make me
believe that tke department eharge 5s. 6d. if
thev agreed to oharge only 2= 6d.

Mr. SAMPSON: T assure the hon. memm-
ber it is so. I shall be perfeetly satisfied if
the. Treasurer will be good enough to look
fnfo this. I regret that the Honorary Min-
ister, who has the administration of this
narticular department, is not preseat, and so
T aopeal to the Treasurer. I home he will
Inok into the mntter and if, vn finding that
mv statement s enrrent. he reveric to the
chares neread to at the Chidlows conference
I shall be perfectly satisfied. The wntter oi,'
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the charpe to the rcad board is one which
should 1eceive special conswdevation. All said
and dous, the maiatenance of the York-road
is ot umjortance to many local authorities
in addwwon fo the Ureenmount Road
Board. Wby should not the water be avail-
able to the Greenmount RKoad Roavd at a
reasonable rate? \When oue mentions a
charge of 3s. 6d. per thousand gul.ns, one
is steuck by the uureasonableness ot it.

The Mimster for Lands: Did not you dis-
euss that watler on the general Estiinates of
the W ater Suppiy Departmeant?

Mr. SAMEPSON: I have discussed it on
several occasions, and I shail continue to
meution t until the agreement entered
into is gbserved.

Linn. V. J, Ceorge: Why do not you see
the file and then you would kuow.

Mr. SAMPSON: I have seen the file and
it is stated that 2s, 6d. would be Lhe charge.

Hon. W. J. George: Was it agreed to by
the Minister$

Mr. SAMPSON: I cannet say, bul it was
agreca (0 by the people at the confererce. As
a result of the discussion at the ewuference,
the people at Glen Forvest and Darlington
entered inio the guaraniee.

Hon, W. J. George: If that can be proved,
you have a case, but I have my doubts.

Mr. SAMPSON: This matter has been
urged time after time, but the people have
received no redress, The people of the
bills distrit are law abiding, anxions
to pay their way and do what is
right, but they. urge that the Gov-
ernment should do what is right and
not seek to impose a charge of more than
100 per cent. in excess of tnat agreed upun.
When the general Estimates were under con-
stde.ation, a good deal of diseussion ensned
on the metropolitan water supply. Those
members who have considered the matter
have been astonished at the immense area of
country that is gradually being reserved for
watershed purposes. The Minister for
Works, when intreducing his Estimates, sa’cd
he expected that nltimately the water from
the Murray River would be required for
metropolitan purposes.

Hon. W. J. George: Anil lower down, too.

Mr. SAMPSON: Possibly so. What does
that mean?

The Minister for Lands: It means that de-
velopment is taking place.

Mr. SAMPSON: I wish to show that it
is the reverse of development. What is tke
position in the big centres of the world?
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Take London, Berlin, Paris, and even sowc
of the Austraian capital ecities. already
certain parts of this btate are being de-
nuded ci settlers, who are compelled to leave
thewr bowdings because the lund is required
tor catchment or watershed purposes. A
man may have lived on a farm or orehard
for many years, possibly having been boru
and brea m the loecality, and he is required,
perhaps at an advanced age, to seek new
country and wmake a new home.

Hon. W. J. George: Well, he is com-
pensated.

Mr. SAMPSON: No monetary compen-
sation c¢ould recompense a man who is forcen
off his holding in that way.

The Minister for Lands: But the Govern-
ment mnst provide a water supply for the
public.

Mr. SAMPSON: The general impression
is that it is essential such men should be
forced off their holdings in order that the
land migot be used for watershed purposes.
Let us eonsider the guestion from a broader
viewpoint, What is best for the State? Is
it a good thing that such a tremendous area
as is gradually being resumed should be
ufiiised tor that purpose, and that settlers
should be deprived of the opportunity they
previously had to earn a living and increace
the production of the Statef

Hon. G. Taylor: You cannot have dense
settlement on o watershed.

Mr. SAMPSON: I have sought informa-
tion as to what is done in the 0id Country.

The Minister for Lands: Look at the rajn-
fall in the Old Country.

Mr. SAMPSON: And we, foo, get good
rains at certain times, It is possible by
various methods to bring the water to a
state that it should not cause any injury to
the health of consnmers. I am pleased at
the utiisation of pipe-head dams, which
raeans that immediate use can be made of
the flow of water available. That appears
to me to be in the highest degree wise, and
the effect must be a big saving of interest
charges. I eclaim in regard to catehment
that there is no need for extensive areas. T
realise that that is a bold statement to make,
but I have in support of my statement my
knowledge of what has taken place and is
taking place in other countries. At Church-
man’s Brook the catchment area is roughly
three miles long by 1% milez wide. The
Wongong avea has a length of 10 miles by
perhaps three miles. The area of the Can.
ning catehment reserve is perhaps 30 miles
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by seven miles. 1 repeat that those figures
are approximate. In view of the statement
made the other evening, there is a possibility
that the Serpenline avea may be utilised for
catchment porposes.  In that instanee a
length of 20 miles by a bLreadth of eight
miles would be reguired to make possible
the catchment of the Murray. 1 can give
only approximate figures, but the unltimate
area of Iand to be reserved will probably be
not less than 500 square miles. Even to-day
I believe about 400 square miles of country
is so reserved. That is u tremendous area;
from Mundaring half way to Beverley there
is 2 great watershed reserve. Picture that
-enormous areq, sowe of the most fertile land
in the State, held for waterslied purposes!
Surely, in the ultimate result, we shall find
half the soutbern portion of the State re-
served for catchment purposes.

Hon. W. J. George: Nonsensel!

Mr. SAMPSON: Everyvihing is tending
that way.

Hon W. J. George: Not at all.

Mr. SAMPSON: Here we are foremng pro-
ducers off the land. Not every authority is
convinced that it is essential to do so, and
if it is not essential, is it not desirable that
an aiteration should be made at the earliest
possible moment? When we realise how
many of the best portions of the country
are being forced out of use, the guestion is
surely worthy of eonsideration,

Hon. G. Taylor: Its value as a catchment
area is greater than the value of anyvihing it
could preduce.

Mr. Marshall: There is a lot of land being
voluntarily held up while the owners are
waiting for a price.

Mr. SAMPSON: Much of the land to
which I refer is being resumed under thc
Public Works Aet, and ultimately it must
become non-productive,

The Minister for Lands: You could not
have two or three pigsties in the centre of a
cutchment area.

Mr. SAMPSON: It would be possible to
control that sort of thing. The Minister for
Lands, perhaps more than any other member
of this Houvse, has travelled in the Old Cour-
try. He knows that the consumption of
water there is very high, though not so high
per head as in a warmer climate such as
that of the Commonwealth. The quartity of
water used in g eity like London is tremen-
dous. If it were necessary there to reserve
as a watershed area all the land from which
the water comes, the whole of England might
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be held for that purpose. Obviously that is
not nccessary, and since other countries ean
provide a sufticient guantity of water to meet
their demands without holding np half the
country side, why should we not alter our
present policy! 1 ask the Goverminent te
give this matter serious consideration, I
cannot helieve that it is essential in the in-
tevests of the health of the people that so
much land should be held for watershed pur-
poses. Nofwithstanding what has been done,
the present position i3 unzatisfactory. Ne
doubt the Minister it doing everything that
ean be done, but we kuow that when bore
water was available, the position wus better
than it is to-day. To revert to the use of
bore water, however, wonld not solve the
problem, 1 ask the Government to consider
whether it is necessary to hold such exten
sive arcas in reserve.

Mr. Marshall: Do not you veally think
we should first force into use the land that
is hetd out of production?

Mr. SAMDPSOX: That is another ques-

tion. | have alwavs advoeated
Mr. Marshall: You have not done so
sincerely.

Fon. €. Taylor: The member for Mur-
chison must not guestion an hon. member’s
sineerity.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: The hon. member may
do so if he wishes; [ have no objection.
The watershed arcas to-day are fraversed
by roads and fauna diss within them, while
there are also other possihilities of pollu-
tion, but still no one snffers. One could
drink from a running stream at a very short
distance from the soures of pollution and I
helieve ne ill would result. The possibility
of pollutien is vory romote indeed. There
is no need to depend npon this natural law.
The water could be chlorinated. T1f that
were done there would be no possibility of
any injurions orzanic matter wetiing into
the water.

My, Lindsay: I agree with that.

My, SAMPSOXN: Thoueh T am expressing
the views of a lavman. 1 am supported by
my knowledze of other parts of the weorld,
and T think T am justified in drawing atten-
tion to the matter. T hope the Treasurer
will see that special attention is given to
ascertaining whether it is essential that these
areas sliould be held in reserve. I am con-
vineed that an inquiry would tesult in a
determination that they shounld not be re-
sumed.  Consequently. this State would be
the richer, heeanse in place of a tremend-
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cusly large and steadily increasing area be-
ing held in idlencss and non-productivity it
would be held and utilised,

Mr. Marshall: You will sce a 1ot of that
sorf of land aleng the Avon River that i:
held and not used.

Mr., SAMPSON: | am referring to the
valleys in the hill country. The other even-
ing the Minisicr for VWorke said that in the
opinion of many the day was perhaps not
far disiant when the waters of the Murray
would he reguired in orler 1o give Perth n
suflicient water sapply.

HON, W. J. GEORGE (Murray-Welling-
ton) [8.3]: The member for Swan does notl
seem fo have very much faith in the possi-
bility of the officers responsible for our
water supply having given consideration to
every aspect of the question before getting
out their plans. He draws a comparison
between Great Britain and other countries
and this State. T would point out that the
rainfall in those conntries is vastly different
from what it is in Western Australia.

Mr. Marshall: Where vou get 20 inches
to our one.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: The rainfali in this
State, with the exeeption of this year, is
generally confined to a few months of the
winter. TUnless tbere n= as area sufliciently
large to eollect the hig amount of water
required to carry on the particular district
during the dry varts of the year there is
hound to be tronlle. 1 am acquainted with
the water supplies of such cities as Glasgow,
Manchester and Birmingham. In those
cities the water is drawn from the adjacent
mountains and from long distances. There
are constant showers coming down throug-
out the year, and in the winter there zre
large falls of snow, which thaw and create
another flow of water into the sources of
supply. It is a pity the hon. member, or
his friends, who gave him tke information,
did not give greater consideration to a mat-
ter which is too serious to be dealt with
except in a serious manner.

Mr. Marshall: In Tndia it rains almost
every hour of the day.

ton. W. J. GEORGE: The member for
Swan may rest assured thet the engineers
responsible for dealing with onr water sup-
ply have given the Dest of their ability and
the fulnes+ of their rxperience to doing that
which they feit was rvight to do, and
they should no! hr eavilled at. I do
not intend te deal with the question of
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the distillation of water. U is so silly for
people constantly to be d=aling with the
same question. The whole of the ground
was covered by the original Perth water-
works people some 30 odd vears ago, when
there were no complaints. 1t was dealt
with by the metropulitar water supply
service, up to the time when Mr. Faulkner
left it, and there were no ecomplaints.
It is only during the last few years
that these ecomplaints have come forward,
1t is not aliogether a question of rust. The
water iz stained because it bas held in solu-
tion a cerfain amount of wash {rom the elay
s0ils of the catchment aress. These deposits
are coated upon the pipes. Whenever the
water pipes are opened up or there is a con-
stant flushing of the pipes, some of this coat-
ing is bound fo be dislodged, and some
people are bound to get it. I notice that a
eertain sum is set down for group settle-
ments. The Estimates show—

Contribution to Commonwealth main roads
chargeable to group settlement. Construction
of roads and drains Buaselton, Denmark, Man-

jimup and Northeliffe areas and other works
as may be authorised.

T would draw attention to the faet that wheu
further gronp settlements are required there
is nu need to go to the extreme south of the
State. There is any amount of Iand equally
as good as ithe Peel Estate, if not better than
it, between the Peel Estate and Parkville
near Bunbory. There are hundreds of thous-
ands of aeres of land there suitable for a
big setflement scheme on similar lines to
fhose which are already under way. Arvound
Bunbury and Harvey and those other cen-
tres the people are already beginning to get
together data to put before the Government
with a view to asking them to give move
consideration to that part of the South-
West than has yet been meted out to it by
any Government. There are large areas of
land around Parkville that have been
shown to the Minister for Lands, Many
fine areas of land exist on the coastal side of
Pinjarra which could be used for the pur-
pose T have indieated. There is a railway
which was constructed from Waroona to
Lake Clifton. That could be brought inte
use and put to great service for the develop-
ment of the area in question. The Govern-
ment have certainly stolen all the sleepers,
rails, fishplates and bolts, ete,, but the time
is not far distant when some Government-—
probably not the presenft one—will relay
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that line and put it to the use that it should
be put. I notice that the Minister in his
Estimates is very modest as to the amount
of money that will be spent on railways dur-
ing the rest of the financial vear. TFor the
Manjimup-Mt. Barker railway a sum of
£5000 is set down. No doubt this has to do
with the necessary survey. For the Ejand-
in? Northwards railway another sum of
£3,000 has been alloeated. For the railway
porth of Salmon Gums £115,000 is set down.
I bope this nnfortunate line may be con-
strocted with common sense governing the
actions of the workmen who are engaged
upon it. We should have no more of the
silly business as to whether there shall be
constructed half a mile or three-guerters of
# mile in one day. Surely it is to the interests
of the State that the line should be construeted
a3 quickly as possible, Tf three-quarters of
a mile of line ean be laid in one day it will
shorten the period and hasten the time when
the line will be of use to the people for
whom it is being built. T hope that better
counsels will prevail with the men who are
building the line, and that there will be ne
further arenment as to the rate at which
the work shall proceed. It is proposed to
recondition certain water pipes. This shows
the exercise of great care and that over-
looking is going on with regard to the re-
quirements of so important & scheme as our
water supplies. Very natnrally the people
of Perth require the water to be as eood
as possible. They have to remember that a
water snpply is a serious nndertaking for
anv Government. Tnless we are all pre-
pared to co-operate, the nndertaking eannot
he ecarried throngh. T do not know how
Perth wonld get on without its water sup-
plv. The people eonld not denend unon
wells. Tf they did there wounld be an ont-
hreak of the Colonial fever which almoct
devastated Perth in itz early history. The
water sunply of Perth and the faeilitics
given to the neople have heen a great bonn
to them. So far as price is concerned, we
eannot have an article withont naving for
it. During the time T acenpied the nosition
of Minister for Water Snnnly a numher of
peonle on the hills wanted water. TFrverv
seheme was cone into. not with the idea of
takine monev out of their pockets. hut with
the idea of supnlvine them at a reasnnable
priee o lone as the denaritment did nnt
lose monev on the deal. Tt is an astonishing
thine. hut onlv humsn natnre, that when
people get a thing they have tried for, as

[ASSEMBLY.]

soon as they get it and it cannot be taken
away, they endeavour to secure still better
conditions. They find some susceptible or
sympathetic member of Parliament to take
up their ecase and endeavour to seenre an
improvement over the conditions that were
granted at the time.

. Vir. Sampson: In other words, a redue-
ton in charce from 5s. 6d. to 2s. Gd.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: If in this par-
ticular case, when the supply was given, it
was ngreed to do the work at 2s. fd., it
«hould be carried out for that, even if the
State lost money. I question, howerer,
whether that was the ease. I faney it is
more likely that 5s. 6d. was put down, and
that the people desired to get the water for
23, 6d. When these things hapren there is
always someone on the deputation whe is
possessed of a facile memory and can always
recollect that someone has said something
which does not appear on the notes,

The Premier: Those are the facts of the
ease,

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: 1t is only human
nature, of which I know something. I have
a great contempt for people who go to the
Minister and get something ont of him, and
then afterwards endeavour to secure some-
thing better. My heart is swelling with sym-
pathetic pity for the gentleman who has
been their unsuspecting mouthpiece.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [8.15]: If in
discussing these Estimates one does so from
the point of view of the peonle one repre-
sents. and the term parochial mav be ap-
plied to a memher’s smeech, then T am
afraid my remarks will enme within that
catezorv. Ont of a total of £4.832.347 there
is a sum of £30,0M =pt down for the Yarra-
monv railwav. There is the laree sum of
£5,000 that is to he snent before the end
of Tnne. 1927. This railway has heen the
snbirct of manv derutations to variens Pre-
miers. This evenine T hunted un the names
of the variors Premiers who have had snme-
thing to da with the line. T find that thev
inclnde the late Mr. Frank Wilnn, Sir
Henry Tofrnv, Sir James Mitehel], Mr.
Seaddan, Wr. (Calshgteh, and the nrecent
Premier. Tt took 15 vears to seenre the an-
thorisation for the constrnetion of the line.
Now, after a forthar three ves= we have
arrived at the staze where £5.000 iz to he
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epent. Since I have been member for Avon
I have introduced three or four deputations
to various Ministers. Always we had hoped
to hear something encouraging, certainly
something more encouraging than we can
learn from the Loan Estimates this year.
No fewer than seven railways are mentioned
in the Loan Estimates as being marked for
commencement, £5,000 lLeing provided for
each. Those railways are the Boynp Brook-
Cranbrook railway, the Brookion-Dale
River lire, the Bridgetown-Jardanup line,
the Kalkalling-Bullfinch line, the Lake
Grace-Kalzarin line, the Manjimnp-Mount
Barker line, and the Yarramony Eastward
line. T know that the survey of the Yarra-
mony Eastward line has heen completed, but
nol much of a commencement can he made
with the expenditure of £5,000 only. This
partienlar line has been a political railway
ever since it was first dealt with, T was
hoping that it would continue to be a politi-
cal railway now, and that it would be started
just before the election, which would make
the election an interesting one.

Mr. Marshall: You may be sorry beforc
the election is over,

Mr. GRIFFTTHS: That is all right; I
do not mind that.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It is a case of tread
on the tail of my coat!

Mr. GRTFFITHS: 1 should have thought
it wiser to have provided a much larger
sum of monev on the Loan Estimates and
thus made a decent start with the railway.
Y am keenly disappointed beeause the conn-
try through which the line will proeeed is
one of the finest wheat belts in the State.
Last vear it contributed about one-fifth of
the wheat that was exnorted overseas. The
total wheat sent from the four areas throuch
the centre of which the line will go, was
4,/23.83% hushels, and we expeet that the
outrut will he lareely augmented this vear.
T told the settlers that they wonld probably
have fo wait for 20 vears hefore the line
was constrneted. which wonld give them
two more vears to oo, but T hope that my
foreenst will he nroved inacenvate. When
sneaking reearding the Kalkallne railwav
the ather nicht. some remarks of mine were
flatTe pontradicted.

HAern. 4, Tavilor: That is nothine new in
thiz Hanze,

My, ORYFFTTHS: My faets ave oener-
al’v corvert and thev were sn on that ocea-
sion. T said that some of the blocks held in
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the country through which the line would
pass—I may have said Bullfinch, although
I did not mean to do so—north and north-
east of Westonia, eomprised over 4,000 acres
and pointed to the fact that the country
throngh which the railway was fo go might
be lighter than the Jand in the Goomarin
area, for whiech we were asking railway
facilities. T find that there are nine blocks
of over 4,000 acres each, making a total
of 40,643 acres. There are nine blocks cf
over 3,000 aeres each, miving a total of
31,121 acres. There arc 14 blocks each over
2,000 aecres, giving a total of 33,687 acres.
These blocks, ranging from 2,000 aecres to
4,000 acres each, give a total area of
105,452 acres all in large areas. ~There are
10 blocks of over 1,000 acres each, making
a total of 16,877 aeres, and nine blocks
each of of 1,000 acres or less than that area,
making 2 total of 8341 acres. This gives
a total for the blocks of 100 acres or

under of 25,218 acres, Geelakin Sheet
No. 1, which I have prepared, shows
six blocks of over 4,000 acres each.

Three blocks each over 3,00 acres; 12
blocks each over 2,000 acres; 14 blocks each
over 1,000 acres; and 15 blocks of 1.000
acres or under. These 51 blocks give on
average of 2.033 acres, whereas the 51
blocks on Geelakin Sheet No. 2 give an aver-
aze of 2.562 acres per block. That area
extends to 193 wmiles from the fence to
its eastern boundary of the areas men-
tioned on Oeelakin Bheet No. 2. That
would make it 31% miles from Kalkalling
and bring it within 17 miles of Bullfinch.
S0, when T urged that the line shonld he
taken south to suit the people of the Goo-
marin area, T was sugeesting taking the line
through better elass land. I hope the Min-
ister will look into this question and T will
be pleased to show him the particulars T have
drawn up in the two sheets I referred to.

Mr. Kennedy: Why are there such huge
bloeks?

Mr. GRIFFTTHS: Beeause therc is nof
sufficient first-class land available.  There
must be 640 acres of first-elass land in a
bloek before advances ean he secured from
the Agricultura! Bank.. Tt was neecsszary to
have these larze hlocks in order to get that
proportion of first-class country. Tt may be
found in the future that the Tighter country
is the hetter in view of the lighter rainfall.

Mr. J. TI. Smith: T suppose that is the
reasnn why the railway has been hung up for
18 vears.
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Mr. GRIFFITHS: That counlry was not
proved until the Goomarin people picneered
it &nd proved its capabilities. The Yarra-
mony Eastward railway is becoming a hardy
annnal. T regret sincerely thal ount of £4,832,-
347 provided on the Loan KEstimates, there
is £5,000 only to be spent on the Yarramony
Bastward rhilway before the end of June,
1927.

MR J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [8.24]:
There are one or two small matters lo which
I Qesire to vefer. One concerns the State
Sgwmills,. Will the Minister for Works tell
me whether the business premises ihat are
heing erected at P’emberton are to be pro-
vided for out of loan funds? Will he inform
we whether the Government think it is fair
to sell land in the townsite adjoining and
vet proceed with the building of sheps that
will be used in oppositien to the pecple who
have boueht blocks in the tawn site for busi-
ness purposes?

Mr. E. B. Johnston: They are still doing
it, too.

Mr. J. . SMITH: To my mind it is an
absolute breach of fnith on the pavt of the
Government to sell bloeks in fhe townsite
and yet build business premises balf a mile
away, thus embarking upon unfair com-
petition.

Mr. E. B, Johnston:
it deliberately!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Ave those lnildings
to be paid for ont of loan funds er from
general revenue or is the money io come
from the profils of the Siate Sawmills? Deal-
ing with the vote for the development of
agrienlture, I notice that no provision has
been made for the establishment of a school
of agrienlture in the South-West. Why is
Narrogin the only favoured district? 1In
view of the large sams of money beiug spent
in the South-West, the Government wonld
be wise to make provision along the lines I
indicate. If they desire to make the pros-
pects bright for the boys in the South-West
they should provide a school for asriculiure
in the South-West =o that the lads will learn
the best methods to adopt under 1he con-
ditions that exist in that part of the State. I
am hitterly disappointed that the Treasurer
has not been able to find a sum of money
to establish a school of agrieultme in the
South-West. We have experimental farms
thronghout the wheat areas and the Mount
Barker and Bridgetown orchardists have
been urging the Government to establish an

And they are doing
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experimental orehard where investigations
can be carried out to determine the best fruits
to grow for export, the hest way to combat
diseases and so forth. e want to know
whether the Treaswrer will, even ut this
late moment, eonsider the advisability of do-
ing something along the lines of establishing
a school for agricuiture in the Soulh-West.
Regarding railway matters, I have heen fav-
oured by the Government, The people in my
distriet greatly oppreciate what hos been
done in that direetion, but there are people
there who consider thui {he Treasurer is the
hardest hearted man that ever oecupied that
position. They consider he has an obliga-
tion to fulfil and yet has made no provision
for doing so. They say he lias favoured the
Albany and Denmark people by making pro-
visian on the Loan Estimates to start the
construction of a railway from Denwark. On
the other hand, he has left the people at the
Pemberton and Northeliffe end untouched.
It a start ean be made with the line from one
end, surely the people at Northeliffe and also
those 15 or 20 miles further away, are en-
titled to some consideration at their end.
What is good for the people at one end of
a proposed line, shoull he good for the peo-
ple at the other end of the line.

The Premicr: They have good roads.

Mre. .J. H. SMITH: The Premier knows it
is impossible to cart produce over those
roads during the winter months.

The Premier: I do not.

Mr, J. H, SMITH: A rond was con-
structed out from Pemberton at a cost of
£40,000 and the Premier knows it will not
stand the strain of eontinuous traffie, par-
ticularly in the winter months. There ias
only one way of getting the produce to mar-
ket and that is by means of & railway which
should be construeled. If the Mitckell Gov-
ernment had leen returned to power, the
railway would have been construcled by now
and the people would have been earling their
produce for 215 years.

The Premier: You are joking!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: TUnfortunately a
change took place. T know it was the dream
of the Leader of the Opposition, had he been
returned to oflice three years ago, to con-
struct that vailway.

Mpr. Chesson: He is siill dreaminy.

The Premier: (‘an yon not see thot T am
goinz to start it? There is an item. on the
Estimates.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Theve is no provision
on the T.oan Estimates.
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The PPremier: As a matter of fact it is
in your interests that we should not start
it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Even if it meant my
political oblivion, it would not matter, be-
cause the interests of the eountry are much
greater than my personel interests and the
line is necessary to make a suecess of that
part of the State. With regard to hospital
accommodation I wan! to know whby places
like Beverley, I{atanning, Geraldton, and
Northam should be selected for special treat-
ment. That kind of thing applies through-
out Western Aunstralia in old-established
towns. The districts that are growing are
not receiving the same consideration. In
those places the people have to subscribe a
portion or half the amouwni that is required
to provide hospital aceoramodation.

The CHAIRMAN : I think the hon. mem-

ber is wandering from the Loan Estimates.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have said all 1
want to say about hospitals execept to add
that I would like to knew why some pro-
vision has not heen made for increasing the
size of the hogpital at Northeliffe.  The
Premier knows that Nortl.cliffe is a growing
eentre and we regquire provision made for
the accommodation of settlerr’ wives.

The Premier: Yes, 1 know. A hospital
was needed the day [ was there.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: There is no pro-
vision on these Fstimates.

The Premier: Yes, there is.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: With regard to har-
bour facilities, I draw the attention of the
Government and their supporters to the
miserable amount that has been provided for
improvements to the harbour at Bunbury.
I am interested in Bunbury harbour beeause
it is the natural outlet for our dairy pro-
duets and our frnit.

The Premier: There is money provided
for Bunbury harhour.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes. A paliry
£15,000 which is merely a drop in the
ocean. At the same time we find that for
Geraldton and Fremantle five or six times
that amount has heen set aside.

The Premier: There has been more money
spent at Bunbury than at Geraldton.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: More money bas
been wasted at Bunbury. It has not been
spent in the right dircetion by this or any
previons Government. We want adequate
provision made at Bunbury. I am aston-
ighed at the member for Punbury (Mr.
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Withers) allowing the Vote to go through
without having sometbing to say aboui it.

The Premier: We are going o snag the
river right up to Bridgstown.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: That will be a good
jdea. We in the Sonth-West do not want
to baul our produce vight past Bunbury to
Fremantle. We also want cool stores at
Bunbury. This year i will not be possible
for fruitgrowers in the South-West {o ship
a single case of fruit from Bunbury.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Possibly the Pre-
mier has been following the advice given in
Buchanan’s report.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: What I read of thac
report was not very generous so far as the
whole State was concerned. Tt dealt with
the political side of Western Australia but
did not refer very much to the conditions
of the different harbours and their geo-
graphieal positions. However, I am not
diseussing that report, I am expressing
disappointment at the small consideratica
that Bunbury has reeeived at the hands of
the present Government. There should be
in hand at the present time the nucleus of
a very big scheme at ihe Bunbury barbour.
It is not good poliecy for people outback to
have to carry their prodnee right past <
harbonr which is at their very door.

The Minister for Works: The Engineer- |
in-Chief is going into the matter now. He
has not his report ready yet. T have told
this to the House half u dozen times.

Me. J. H. SMITH: The Treasurer tlien
is again at fault for not anticipating the
report of the Engineer-in-Chief. He must
know that approval as recommended by this
officer will cost at least £100,000. The Pre-
mier could have anticipated something like
that and provided a larger sum on the Esti-
mates. | heard both the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition agreeing with ench
cther that neither had spent all that had
lcen provided on the Loan Estimates.

The Minister for Works: You c¢an het
your life that no money will be spent ut
Bunbury wntil the Engineer’s scheme has
heen set out.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: I do not blame the
Minister for not spending any more money
at Bunbury until that report has been made
available. Of course the Government murt
make out some case so that it shall not he -
apparvent that Geraldton and Fremantle
have had such a big advaniasge over other
prorts. The Minister for Works must be
aware that Bunbury is hecoming a very inm-
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portunt centre. This year there will be
shipped frum that pert no less tl.an one mil-
lion bushels of wheet. Although tbe Pre-
mier has told us that be is going io make
nece-sary provision in the yards, [ canpnut
help remarking that nothing bas been dorne
in the way of improving the railway yards
at Bunbury for the past 20 years. There
i> no shei accommodution or cool stores
or anything of the kind. I am very diz-
appointed with these Estimates, more es
pecially in regard te the continnation of
the 1ailway from Pemberton to Noitheliffe
which bkas heen promised daring the past
four or five years.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) ([8.37}:
When speaking on the general BEsti-
mates I referred to the Rottnest jetty
and the Minister replied that provision
wonld be made on the Loan Esti-
mates. T notice that on these Estimates
there is & sum of money alloeated, but it is
so well wrapped up that it is very hard to
say how’it is intended to spend it. There
iz an amount of £36,000 provided, but the
note heside it tells us that it is for “Swan
River improvements from the Narrows to
Maylands, the Rotinest jetty, the charges of
plant and minor works as authorited.™ I
shall be pleased if the Minister will tell us
what it is proposed to do at Rottmest dur
ing the eurrent financial year. The guestion
of the econdition of the Rottnest jetty has
been agitating the minds of a number of

_people for a long time. In July last I
received the following letter from the Pub
lic Works Department :

With reference to your letter of the 15th
ult, to the Hon, Minister, in regard to the
jetty at Rottnest, T have to inform you that an
amount of £500 was spent on repairs "o the
existing jetty at Rottnest. Tt iz imderstocd
that Captain Nicholas’s objeetion is not to the
structure of the jetty but to the position, which
is close in shore where the swells break only a
short distance from the rocks. 'Ther: is a
proposal under consideration to resurvey the
channel, which was partly dredgel during
19024, as soon as fine weather sets in. The whole
question of a new jetty will then he reviewed.
Even if money was available at the present
moment jetty construoction eould w0t cconmni-
cally be undertaken at this time of th. year.

Unless something is done the £5,000 that
has already heen spent there will be s0 much
money threwn into the sea. Sometlung will
have to be done very shortly otherwise it
will be too late hy reason of the fact tha:
the weather will again become so had that
ne work will he possible at the jetiv. 1
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draw the attention of the corunittec to the
tact that a large number of visitors will be
proceeding to Hottnest in the near future,
and to those people the jetty at tue istand
will be as gieat a source of annoy:nce and
danger as it Las been to others in past years.
1 trust the Minister wiil be able to give us
some definjite infurmation as to what it is
proposed to do in the early future at the
island. A sum of £30 for repairs was pro-
vided on the general Estimales. To-right it
will be interesting to be to.d what is going
to oteur during the present financial year,
With regard to the Fremantle railway and
road bridge, I regret that a larger amount
has not been provided on these Estimntes.
The member for Avon (Mr. Griffiths) com-
plained that something like £30,000 was
voted last year for the Yarramony railway
and that only £5,000 was to be spent this year,
But in eonnection with the Fremantle rail-
way and toad bridge the Estimates show
there is an unexpended balance of £23,936
and that the estimated expenditure for this
vear is £3,000, leaving a earry-over of
£88,956. It oceurs to me that things should
be moving a little faster with an imporiant
work of this deseription. I do not know
whether the Minister ean tell us how far
the investizations have gone, for instanece,
whether & site has been chosen. Unle:s
something is done before this session fin-
ishes, practically nothinz more will be pos-
sible until next vear when the Loan Esti-
mates eome up again for eonsideration.
Somethine might have been done in the way
of providing snfficient monev to place an
order for material in the 0ld Country where
we know it has to be purchased, but it
certainly looks as if nothing iz going to Ve
done until the House meets again. The pro-
gress made for the year ended the 30th
June, 1926, consisted of the purchase of a
site, whilst the procress anticinated for tha
vear ended 3fith June next will amonnt to
the completion of investigations and pre-
liminary work.

Hon. (. Tavior: And land resumption.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Tt acenrs to me that no-
thing is going to be done during the next
12 manths fnrther than the eomnletion of
investigatory and pre'iminary work. If
that is the case, T am sorrv more is not
heino done, T note alco that the Government
provnse tn ronstruet the seeond line on the
existing hridee. That eertainlv naints to
the fart that the o'd hridee is to he im-
proved to an extent as to make it serve for
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some time to eome. Then there is a possi-
bility, that having spent so much on the
old bridge, the Government may side step
the new bridge for some years. I certainly
would like to knmow what the Government
propose to do.

MR. EKENNEDY (Greenough) [8.43]:
Though the Loan Estimates provide for the
expenditure of nearly five millions sterling,
it will be realised that this is a modest
amount considering the huge area of the
State, comprising as it does nearly a million
square miles, When we take into considera-
tion the expansion of all our indnstries and
the undertakings that are being carried out
by the Government, the sum represented in
the Estimates is not very big. I congratn-
late the Government for what they have
done in the Greenough clectorate in the way
of providing water snpplies and assisting
the agricultural industry generally. Water
supplies have been provided throughout the
district excepting at the new areas of Balla
and Dartmoor. Boring operations were car-
ried out there in the hope of locating water,
and the five or six bores that were in opera-
tion unfortunately were not suecessful. The
same position obtained in Goomarin, which
is adjacent to the Goldfields Water Supply,
and was provided from that source. I hope
the Government will not overlook the mat-
ter as regards my district. New bores ars
being put down in the Balla and Dartmoor
areas, and are expected to furnish an ade-
gnate water supply. Adjacent to those agri-
cnitural areas is the mining town of Galena.
Last year between 200 and 300 miners
there, with their wives and families, found
themselves unprovided with water. Their
supply then was the Murchison River when
in flood. However, the Government bhave
furnished them with a tank, which I am glad
to say is now full, and the Galena people
are extremely grateful. A large amount is
provided on the Loan Estimates for agri-
cultural development. That is highly neces-
sary, considering the numerous applicants
there are for land. T am pleased to see that
the Minister is establishing an experimental
farm east of Perenjori. The distriet eon-
tains a large area of agricultural land. 'wit
sufficient data has not vet been secured ..
garding rainfall. An amount is previded
for the building of a railway from Ejanding
northwards, which will extend about 25 miles
east of the present railway to Pithara, T
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Lope the time is not far distant when the
line will be extended to Pindar and Maullews
on the Cue railway. The Minister for Lands
has stated that there is an immense area of
land available in the Esperance district, but
I would point out that if the Ejanding
Northwards line is continued to either Pin-
dar or Mullewa, hundreds of settlers will
be provided for. Last year Morowa, which
is 60 miles from Mullewa, produced 100,000
bags of wheat, and ikis year it is expected
to produce 150,000 bags, There is also a
large area of land available out from Pin.
tharuka, Gutha, Canna, and other sidings
along the Mullewa-Cue railway. If that
area were opened up, it would provide
freight for the railways and shipping for
Geraldton, where a large amount is being
spent on harbour improvement. I hope

the Minister for Lands will have
the aren east of Perenjori classifiec
at an early date. TLast year the

Government purchased the Mendel Estate,
near Mullews, comprising approxzimately
33,000 acres. This has been subdivided into
17 blocks, for which there were about 150
applicants. Every day T am receiving
letters asking when the (lovernment intend
to purchase the Wongoondy and EKockatea
Estates, which are adjacent to the Mendet
Estate. Wongoondy and Kockatea are now
lying practically idle, and they would cut
up inte first-class farms. I hope no hit¢h
will ocenr in the carrying out of the main
roads poliecy. During the last few years
the Greenough electorafe has benefited con-
siderably from fthe Government’s road
policy, and large areas of land situated far
from a railway, and containing considerable
stretehes that would not justify a railway—
as is also the ease in other parts of the
State—have been rendered accessible by the
building of gzood roads, One seection of the
distriet from Yuna to Bindoon, which is not
of sufficient quality to justify railway con-
struetion, is now being opened up by roads,
and numerous settlers are established from
Yuna to Dartmoor aud from Bindoon to
Balla. The good roads which have been
provided enable the settlers to convey their
produce to the rallwavs. I mnote that
£100,000 is provided for mining develop-
ment. T would like t» =ee the amount in-
ereased, The Northampton mining feld,
one of the oldest in the State from a base
metal point of view—-lcad and eopper—has
prodaced over £1,500,000 worth of minerals.
Many of the mines on the field were closed
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down in the early days, not because of low-
grade ore, but because the price of lead had
fallen to befween £7 and £5 per ton. Lead
is now from £29 to £30 per ton, and ever
higher; and it would be an excellent thing
for that part of the State if the mines were
re-opened. The area of the field is exten-
sive, running from White Peak to the Mur-
chison River, and messuring 60 miles in
length by 50 miles in breadth. In that area
are many abandoned mines which, with a
little assistanee, eonld bhe worked profitably.
Last year a farmer i the distiiet while
ploughing his field tucrned up a lump of
metal, and to-day that place i a mine. Tt
has heen equipped by the Tarcoola Blocks
Co. Ltd., who are now establishing a large
plant and in & few months will be employing
from 70 to 100 men. 5o far as lead and
copper are concerned, the district has never
been adequately prospected. I am glad te
say tbat the Governmen: have undertaken
boring operations for coal at Eradu, 30 miles
from Geraldton. For many vears coal has
been known to exist in that part of the
State. It has been discovered at Irwin on
the Midland railway, and also on the Green-
ongh River in the vicinity of Eradu; but
very little exploration work has heen done
until recently, when the Clovernment put
down a bore. I am pleased to be able to
say that a few days age coal was located.
The boring is still in progress, and I hope
the coal will prave to be of commereial
value. Althongh the Collie fields are a
great asset to the State, a discovery of com-
merctal coal in the Geraldten distriet would
prove of immense advaulage to the Com-
missioner of Railways, who would be re-
lieved of the necessity of railing eoal 600 or
700 miles to supply locomatives in the north-
ern part of the system. Regrading, T notice,
ig to absorb a large amoant of money, es-
pecially the regradiug hetween Midland
Junction and Northam. Some regrading
work is also going on in the South-West.
But other parts of the systam, especially in
the neighbourhood of Mullewa and Gerald-
ton, also require regradin:z. The traffie be-
tween Mullewa and (teraldton is oowin:
epormously. The wool traflic is heavy and
the wheat traflie is increxsing every year.
In a little time manzaneze will be trans-
ported from Meekatharra to Qeraldton at
the rate of 50,000 to 1000 tons annually.
Over the ruline erade on that line the
heaviest engine ean at precent take only be.
tween 180 and 200 tons. Fur the economical
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working of the line, and ir order that assist-
ance may be given to the industries of the
north, it is neeessary thai lurge locomotives
there should be able to haul Ietween 300 and
400 tons. Recrading at the 47-Mile, between
Mullewn and Geraldton, would be a distinet
advantage to the system. At Eradu there is
a bank with a one in 3 grade which should
be reduced considerably. I hope the Gov-
ernment will have those works carried out
as speedily as possible.  On the items T
shall have something to say rezarding aceom-
modation for the railwuy stalf al Mullewa,
At present that accommodation is utterly
inadequate.  Married men transferred to
Mullews are unable to take their wives and
families with them, owing t¢, want of accom-
modation. The Mullewa depot is rapidly
growing by reason of the inerease of agri-
cultural and mining producls.  Nnmerous
railway men are there now withont homes,
heing compelled to leave their wives and
children in other parts of the State. Tha
Railway Department canmot get enough
sinele men to go there. 1 hope, therefore,
that the Minister for Railwavs will see that
adequate housing acenmmndation is pro-
vided at Mullewa as in other parts of the
State. At Merredin, where I recently spent
a week-end, I noticed that the railway men
had substantial homes. Accommodation on
the same lines should ‘e provided at Mul-
lewa, either in jarrah or in cement brieks.
Another snomaly exists ui Muollewa.  The
railway yards there are located similarly to
those at Merredin. A! Merredin, however,
there is an overhead bridre for pedestrian
tralic from one part of the town to the
other. Mullewa, though as larze a town as
Merredin, has no railway iidge. The pub-
lie have to get from the siation to the town
over raiiway lines covered wiih trueis and
over engine pits. The people of Mullewa
are anxiously waiting for the erection of 4
hridge. One similar to that at Merredia
would not be costly, and | hope the Minister
will give the matter swricus consideration.
I do not =ee anylhing on 1he Loan E-=timates
to provide additional watcer supplies for the
Mnllpwa Coe maibway. Al the traine on thad
line have iv danl water tanks, and in some
parts ol the svstem thev veqnire fwo and
even three tun"s to earry them thronsh to
the next watering station. There will be
enormous tritiie on this j.at of the system
soon, and an adequate water shpuly 5 essen-
tial. The water catchmerts available wonld
fill the daws every year. 1 hope, therefore,
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that the Minister for Railways will give con-
gideration to the establizshment of additional
watering atations on the 1orthern seetion ot
the railway system.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [8.58): Dur-
ing the last three years the Government
have introduced Loan Estimates for a total
of nearly 12 millions. It is curious to lool.
back a few years and sce how the present
attitude of alt sections in this State in regard
to loan expenditure differs from thst which
existed some time ago. A few years back
the present Premier, when speaking on the
Loan Estimates, is reported in “Hansard"
as follows:—

_Mr. Collier strongly protested against the
vieious proposition to spead £70,000 out of
loan money. This was nothing short of pacing
posterity in pawn , ... In the face of this
progperity we found this miserable pettitog-
ging system of erecting bridges and public
buildings out of loan moucy.

The Premier: In what year was that?

Mr. NORTH: Ninetcen bundred and five

The Premier: That was in my unsopghis-
ticated days.

Mr. NORTH: I was coming to the point
that it does not do for a new member to
offer many comments on Loan Estimates.
The Btate alters very materially in a short
time, and our husiness is to look ahead and
make provision for the future.

The Premier: The thoughts of men are
widened with the proeess of the suns.

Mr, NORTH: I want to make the point
that sinee it is easy for a man like the Pre-
mier to find occasion to alter his views, it is
inadvisable for a new member, as I am, {o
say much when he has not even had the op-
poriunity Lo be on the Government side anc
learn something about the handling of the
affairs of State.

Ir. E. B. Johnston: Yueu are now looking
21 years abead.

Mr. NORTH : Therefore I proposs to eon-
fine myself to a few remarks made by Dr.
Farle Page and reported in this morning's
newspaper, and to a reference to the State
enterprises. We find in the Loan Estimates
provision for certain new railways. Dr,
Earle Page, as reported in this morning’s
newspaper, stated definitely thal the Federal
Government were still willing to assist the
States in the converston of their railway
gsuges. In view of that, and in view alsn
of the motion recently passed in this House,
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I urge the Government to explore the gues-
tion of how far the Federal Government are
prepared to assist in converung our rail-
ways, without our having to wait for the
recaleitrant States, Vietorin and South Aus-
tralia, especially in view of the fact that we
Lave so many thousands of miles of railwayg
yet to build, The other point I wish to
make is as to whether it would not be ad-
visable for the State to try to eliminate some
of our State enterprises and other works
with the idea of improving the more im-
portant ones that will be retained. Here
1 would point to the illustration of the eat
and its kittens. It is said that if you remove
all the kittens but one, the one that remains
does much better with the cat than it would
otherwise have done. So, too, with the
State enterprises. . If we could eliminate
those that give us trouble, and confine our-
selves to a few, such as railweys, electrieity
supply, hospitals and State steamers, it
might be possible out of loan funds to handle
those enterprises in such a way as to get the
resuits that those controlling them desire.
"he Commissioner of Railways has said bhe
could spend millions of pounds on the rail-
wnys ond make it return 7 per eent., if not
more, in increased efliciency of service. At
present he cannot get the money, because the
State has so many enterprises to lock afec.

YVote put and passed.

IY'ote—Railways and Tramways, eic.,

£1,052,923:

MR. BROWN (Pingelly} [9.5}: There is
a sum of £5,000 to be spent on the Brook-
ton-Dale River railway. The building of this
railway has been authorised for a few years
now, and lhe seftlers in the distriet have
been agitating for it for the past 20 years.
It is the general desire that the railway
should be extended to Armadale. 1 see the
gum of £3000 iz to be spent during the
year. That will not go far. I understood
from the Treasurer’s remarks that it was
possible a better grade conld be obtained
with a view to extending the railway fto
Armadale. That is pleasing news, but it
leaves me wondering whether the Premier
was sineere in that, for it is not long sinee
be said his Government woull never consent
to build any railway for the suke of shorten-
ing the route. T remember also that the Min-
igter for Works, a few menths aco, when
opening the Thearda railway, said that prob-
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ably within a short {ime he would hc open-
ing the railway from Dward: to Armadale.
It was only a little while afterwards
that the Premier said his Government
would npever consent to the building
of a raillway for the purpose of
shortening the ronte. I will pin my
faith to what the Premier said »= being
probably the more correct of the t-o state-
ments.

The Premier: Don’t be pessimistic.

Mr. BROWN: This railway of 20615 miles
ought to be built as quickly as possible, be-
cause the settlers have put up with con-
siderable hardship and the land is not be-
ing brought under eultivation, it ueing too
far from a railway. Stock has to bz driven
from 30 to 40 miles into Bronkton znd it is,
of course, impossible to make farming pay
at a distanece of 10 miles from a railway.
Although there is only this item of £5,000
on the Estimates, I should like 1o know
when the Government intend to stert this
railway. We are told the Governmeni intend
to build all our railways with Imperial cheap
money. I do not know whether this cheap
money. comes to the Government in instal-
ments. Probably enly a certain minount is
granted each year, and it mav be that appli-
eation has to be made by the Government for
what money they require for railways. I re-
gret we have here nothing definite as to
when the Government are likely to upply for
the money for this railway. Also there is on
the Estimates a sum of £5,300 for sumrvey
and preliminary work on the Lake Grace-
Kalgarin railway. When we have before us
the advisory board’s report on that line and
the Bill for its construetion, T shall have a
little to say about it. T do not know whether
it is the policy of the (Jovernment to send
our produce 200 miles round when it conld
be broneht to port within 200 milcs.

Mr. E. B. Johuston: Tt depends upon
which port you want.

Mr. BROWN: The hest port ta us 18
Fremantle, Personally, I have nothing to
say against Bunbury, but T have heen told
it is not mueh of a port. Ii is a peod po-
licy to et away from cenfralisalion and
avoid bunilding up huge eities such as Syd-
ney. When we have in Western Australia
harbours like Fremantle, Runbury wud Al-
bany, it i3 only right that the produce
should be taken to those portz. However, I
shonld like to know what monev world have
to be srent on Bunbury to bring that port
np to date.
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Hon. G. Taylor: What is wreong with

Esperance¥

Mr. BROWN: I have been told tbat Es-
perance has a splendid harbour and that
there will be 4 new wheat nrovince in that
distriet. However, T shall have a litle more
to say when the Lake Grace-Kalgarin Rail-
way Bill comes before the Jlouse. T also
note there is on the Estimatey un amount of
£200,000 for additions and impruvements
to opened railways I should bike (o draw
attention to n hardy annmal in the 1’ingelly
rallway station. which is a disgrace to the
State. 1 do not know whether the (fovern-
ment intend to do anything to that station
out of the smn provided, but I do hicpe that
something will be done. Not a greal deal of
money would be required io put the station
into a proper eondition for the benofit of the
travelling public and of the staff. (' course
I know we requirc to have a great nany sta-
tions and additions and piatforins con-
structed throughout the State. The settle-
ment of Yealering Lake is fast growing into
a town, and it is nearly lime a station-
master was appointed to that place. If pos-
sible a short platform should be ereeted at
every important siding on our railways. I
am pleased to see that between two and
three million pounds arve to be devoted to the
development of agriculture. At the same
time T am told that more than half of it is
to be expended in the South-West. Possibly
in the course of time the South-West will be
the garden of Western Awustralia, but T
should like to point out that at present the
Government have to depend upon tiie wheat-
growing distrietz for the weltare and pros-
perity and revenue of the State,

Mr. Withers: T am glad yon say “at
present.”

Mr. BROWN: When the popalation of
the State reaches a million, the Sonlh-West
will come into its own; but in the meantime
other distriets, where development is now
taking place, are to a certain extent ne-
glected for the South-West. My principal
object in risinz was fo speak on hihalf of
the Brookton-Dale railway, and I hope when
the Government get this cheap money that
railway will not be forgotten.

Item, Additions and Improvements to
Opened Railways, £200,000:

Mr. WITHERS: I do not see herr any re-
fercnee to the locomotive =hops at Bun-
bury. Will the Minister tell us whether they
are provided for?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
When the Premier introduee] the Extimates
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he indiecated how certain of that money
would be spent. Something like £6,000 or
£10,000 is to be expended on that work.

Ttem, Lake Grace-Ealgarin railway,

£5,000:

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Can the Premier
tell us anything about this item? If this
is the route that has been decided upon, I
congraulate the Government on the faet
that it will serve the people east of Jilakin,
East Wslyurin, as well as Kalgarin. The
line should bave started at Dudinin or Kolin
or at some point on the Yilliminning-Kon-
dinin line, but T am glad that the route sug-
gested will serve the extensive settlement
south of Kalgarin, All through Jilakin and
Kast Walyurin there are 85 many settlets
as there are at Kalgarin. Consequently
many good men will be served by this rail-
way, but a hetter route would have been
from Dudinin or Kulin.

Mr. Corboy: There is not so much dif-
ference that vou would oppose this route,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: No; I will sup-
port it in the interests of the settlers who
will be served by this proposal.

Mr. CORBOY: I congratulate the Pre-
mier on baving provided on the Loan Esti-
mates the neeessary money for the imitial
work of constructing the Lake Grace-Kal-
garin railway. The route proposed will
serve the settlers at least as efficiently as any
other route gonld possibly do. To-day I re-
ceived a letter from Kalgarin informing me
that at a meeting of the local railwav league
held on Sunday last a motion was carried
nnanimously expressing satistuction that the
recommendation had been adopted ¢nd that
the settlers were about to be provided with
railway facilities.

Mr. Brown: What abont Kondinin?

Mr, CORBOY: T am not concerned ahout
Kondinin or the loss of trade to the store-
keepers there. T am concerned about the pro-
vision of railway facilities to settlers who
are at present some 30 miles from railway
facilities.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That is the point.

Mr. CORBOY : Tt does not matter whether
the railway zoes info Kondinin. Kulin, Dud-
inin or Lake Grace, but it does matter that
settlers situated a long wav out should be
provided with railway facililies. Ralgarin
this vear will he sending away 100.¢00 bags
of wheat, and that dnes not take inte ae-
count the settlers at Jilakin, North Newde-

gate or Walyurin. The average distance
from railway communication of the settlers
at Kalgarin is 35 miles.

The Minister for Lands:
miles?

Mr. CORBOY: The Minister is speaking
of those settlers whom one might regard as
suburban residents of Kondinin. Scttlement
continnes 42 miles east of Koudinin, s0 when
I say that the average distance of sefilers ai
Kalgarin is 35 miles, I am very unear the
mark. The Government should be congratu-
lated on having provided on the Lwan Esti-
mates this year the necessary monev for the
initial expense of building the line before the
Bill has been introduced. We thus kave an
agsurunce that the (Fovernment will push on
with the work at the earliest possible mo-
ment, and we may safely assume that the
facilities will be provided for those settlers
to shift their harvest next year.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: I would not
bave taken part in the discussion but for
the remarks of the member for Yilgarn
{Mr. Corboy) regarding the provision of
money for the survey of the line, the parti-
culars of whick have never been discussed by
the Housze. T do not know the policy of the
Crovernment regarding the area to he served,
but we must recognise that we are iackling
a new area. It is one that is not geperally
understood by the House; it is not mach un-
derstood by the departmenial officers.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The ares in question
is seltled.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We want to
know where we stand. YWe must not be ear-
ried away by a desire to serve the Kalgarin
area. No doubt it is a valuable and we'l-
settled distriet, but when we start to build
this railway, it will not be merely » railway
from Lake Grace to Kalearin. It must be
carried somewhere and presumably u long
distance. T should like to know what is pro-
posed. Perhaps the Government pronose to
carry the line from Lake Grace merelv to
serve the Kalgarin area, where the settlers
deserve early attention, but we want to
know what the ultimate intentijon of the
Government may be.

Mr. Teesdale: We will have to deal with
that.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The danger is
that we may be embarking upon something
that will cause some recret afterwards. 1
am speaking from experience; this sort of
thine has been done before. After snrveys
have heen made and railwavs built, we have
found that mistakes have been made, he-

Is it not 18
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cause Parliament had not given the question
mature consideration. [ Dbelieve the Lline
shouid go from Lake Grace and junction
somewhere with the eastern goldfields line.
Is there any definite policy, and how far
will the £3,000 earry us in the way of pleds-
ing Parlizinent to something about which we
know very little?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is not wise to vote
£5,000 for a railway about which we know
nothing. Had the Bill for the eonstruction
of the line been passed, we would have
known what area was to be served. We are
asked to vote £5,000 for preliminary work
that will pledge Parliament to carry out the
construction of the railway from Lake Grace
to Kalgarin. I am not opposing the building
of the line, but we may be placing ourselves
in a diffienlt position.

Mr. Corboy: It is better than holding up
the work for another 12 months.

The PREMIER: The member for Mount
Margaret is quite right. The Commitiee, in
passing this item, will not be committing
themselves to anything. It would not be pos-
sible for the Government to construet the
line or commence even the preliminary work
of econstruetion without bringing down a
Bill and securing authority. It is intended
to bring down in a day or two a Bill to au-
thorise the eonstruction of the line, and the
whole matter can then be discussed by the
Honse. 1f the House does not approve
of the route, no money will be expended.

Hon. G. Taylor: It is all right so long as
you bring down the Bill.

The PREMIER: The Railway Advisory
Board have recommended a line from ILaske
Grace to Kalgarin, and tliere is no doubt it
will not terminate there for all time. Tt will
have to be continued somrwhere, hut T do not
think there is anvone in the Lands Depart-
ment or on the Advisery Board with a poliey
as to where the line should go. T think all
are agreed that a railway to the Kalgarin
distriet is justified. What direetion the line
may take in future I cannot say. We shall
have the report of the Advizory Board in a
day or two and when the Bill comes down the
route ean he dizenssed.  With the exeeption
of the people at Kondinin

Mr. E. B. Tohnston:
wayv.

The PREMIER: Ye=, and who really are
not concerned, T think all a2re acreed that

the route rveeommended hy the .Advisory
Board iz the eorreet ane.

Whe have a vail-
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Xondinin was
mentioned in the Governor’s Speech.

The PREMIER: But it was intended
that Kalgarin should be served.

Mr. Corboy: Yes, the country east of
Kondinin,

The PREMIER: When members see the
report of the Advisory Board, I think they
will have no doubt that the route recom-
mended is the correct one.

Hon. G. TAYLQOR: The Fremiers re-
marks have cleared up the difticulty that I
foresaw, but the member for Yilgarn said
that if the item were not passed, the line
would be held up for 12 months, [ thought
we were being asked to pass sowething for
which a Bill would be brought down next
year. The Premier tells us that the Bill will
be brought down in a few days and that puis
a totally different complexion on the watter.
No doubt when we see the report of the
Advisory Board we shall be satisfied.

Item, Railway Surveys, New lines, €1i,.-
000:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T thought
the Minister for Works agreed the other
night that it was advisable to set aside suf-
ficient money for the survey of lines to avoid
the re-grading that has been necessary on
many of our lines in the past. We have al-
ways spent foo liltle on the iniial survey of
our lines anil have not obtained the best pos-
sible grades, I merely wish to direct atten-
tion fo the matter. It is not wise to starve
the survey. Only £13,000 is provided and
that amount will not go far these days.

Mr. Corboy: The amount is eight times
greater than the expenditure last year.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But
nothing was done last year. The first sur-
vey is all important.

The Minister for Railways: An expendi-
ture of £1,0000 on that may save £20,000.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, and
years of haulage over a bad grade. We have
never given the engineers sufficient money to
enable them to loeate the hest route.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We have
in the ficld every available skilled railway
surveyor. IPossibly we shall he able to get
another pan2 ont very spon. Tt is with that
in mind that the vofe has heen arranged. Any
railway may require to he relaid later on, as
trade iImproves and the load inereases. We
are reloeating the Drookton-Armadale route.
The Fngineer-in-Chief is eonvineed that he
ean get n urade of one in 80 instead of one
in 0. This will he an impertant line, and
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may carry as much wheat as any other line,
It is, therefore, essential that the grade
should be a good one. Great pains are be-
ing taken in this matter by the Engineer-in-
Chief and his staff, and there will be no un-
necessary delay in carrying out the prelim-
mary work. The amount provided under
this head will all be spent.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
glad to know that care will be exercised in
the choice of routes. I do not blame the de-
partment, beeause in the past we have given
too little money for this purpose. Between
Perth and Northam there has been an enor-
mous cxpenditure in deviations, espeecially
between Chidlows and Wooroloo.

Ttem —Trams, Perth Eleetric and Exten-
sions, £80,000:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I wish to draw atten-
tion to the deplorable state of the Newcastle
street and Oxford street trams. One line has
been Iaid for 27 years and the rails are now
worn out. 1 understand that quite recently
a tram ran off the line on to the footpath.
I believe as much money has been spent
in trying to keep the line in order during the
past six years as would pay hdlf the cost of
relaying with new material. T tear some seri-
ous aceident will oceur on the Oxford street
section if the matter is not attended to. The
ranuing time between William-siTeet ter-
minus and 3t Hawthorn has been inereased
by seven or eight minutes, and over a bad
line suech as this is the danger of accidents is
inereased. The section beiween Loffus-
street and Oxford street is n new one, bat as
soon as a tram leaves that the passengers
feel that it will run off the line.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
have ordered eight miles of vails for the
trams, but they have been held up in Eng-
land. We are informed they will be: ready
two months after the coal strike ends. A
refaying programme has been arranged, and
when_the rails arrive it is almost eertain that
the portion of the system reforred to by the
member for Mt. Margaret will he attended
to. Every vear we are spending £21,000 on
relaying, and that expenditare will 20 on for
the next three or four vears,

Vote put and passed.

Tote—Harbours and Rivers, £2332%5:

Ttem—Bunbury Harbour Works, €13.000:

Mr. WITHERS : Is this morey for main-
tenance! The amount set down is necessary
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for the continuance of the present system. In
the event of the Engineer-in-Chief reporting
favourably on harbour improvements, could
the unexpended balance of £70,569 be spent
on the works? If not, will a greater sum
than £15,000 be available on next year's es-
timates?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The po-
sition regarding the Bunbury harbour is that
the money is required for further dredging,
deepening and eompleting investigations be-
ing condocted regarding the provision of a
new harbour. The Engineer-in-Chief has an
officer at Bunbury who is colleeting a lot
of information. Mr. Stileman declines to eom-
mit himself to any scherne for Bunbury until
he has the information he desires.

Hon. (. Taylor: Quite right, too.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
officer is taking soundings, watching the
movements of the tides, the effect upon the
existing dredging and so forth. The Engineer-
in-Chief tells me that he hopes before long
to be able to make a definite recommendation
to the Government.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But you have
had all this information for years.

The Premier: But some mistakes have heen
made there.

Mr. Withers: The Bunbury harbour alters
every year.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1While
there is a fund of information already avail-
able, everyone from C. Y. O’Connor onwards,
including Sir George Buchanan, admits that
the Bunbury harbour presents a diflienlt -
problem. TWhen the Engineer-in-Chief pre-
sents his definite seheme it will he necessary
for Parliament to approve of it and vote the
necessary funds. It will be for the Govern-
ment to decide what aection will be taken and
that will be diseussed later.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
must always be annual expenditure in con-
nection with harbours that have to be
dredged, because they are always silting np.
Even at Fremantle moncy has to he spent
annually on dredging. Engineers have gone
into the Bunbury harbour problem for years
past. With the new Enginecr-in-Chief there
came practieally a new staff. all the old of-
ficers of the department having vacated their
positions,

The Minister for Works: That is =o.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELTL: TRaot the
records compiled by these old officers still
remain.
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The Minister for Works: The ideas of the
predecessors of the present ofticers are all on
paper.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And I
do not know that the new officers will get
more information regarding tides and so
forth thaa tle older otlicers. Of conrse, they
eannot get anylbing new!

The Minister for Works: They are doing
50.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
trouble at Bupbury is that the water
becomes still inside the jetty and the
sand settles. That is why so much
dredging has had to be undertaken
and acres of land have been reclaimed since
operations first commenced. T am glad to
know that the Engineer-in-Chief is giving
consideration to the Bunbury problem, but I
do not like to think that the older men who
bave locked into the question for vears are
to be ignored altogether.

The Minister for Works: They are not be-
ing ignored.
and

Item, Improvements to Harbours

Rivers, £36,000;

Mr. SLEEMAN: In the details regarding
the work mention is made of the Roftnest
jetty. Will the Minister furnish some infor-
mation regarding that proposal?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
afraid Rottpnest will have to wait another
year for the jetty. It i3 not proposed to con-
struct it from the vote this year. The dredg-
ing done at Rottnest was in conneetion with
the new site for a jetty. The present site is

‘not considered suitable and it was proposed
to ereet a mew jetty on another site. The
channel has been carefully examined, and
soundings taken fo determine the silting that
takes place. Further investigation is neces-
sary and, therefore, no money is provided
for a new jetty.

Mr. ANGELO: For several years I have
mentioned the necessity for dredging at the
Carnarvon jetty. That question has been
placed before the Government several times
and ‘there have been promiszs that investiga-
tions would be made. T hope the Minister
will look into the matter this year. The
trouble seems to be that when ships move in
the swell they create a trough for themselves

. and throw up the ocean bed into a sort
of furrow off the jetty. It is on the
bank thus thrown wup that boats have
grounded. If the new State ship “Koolinda”
draws more water than the boats at presen!
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on the coast, she will encounter diffieulty
at that port. During the last two or three
years boats that grounded off the jetly have
Lad to wait until the tide was high enough
to enable them to come alongside. Another
matter relates to the provision of lights at
the entrance to Shark Bay. The Honorary
Alinister, Mr. Hickey, when travelling north,
had the position explained to him by the
captain of a State steamer. That officer
pointed out how easily the ehanmel eould
be lighted by the erection of three reinforeced
concrete piles, fitted with automatie lights
al a cost of about £1,500 each. Under exist-
ing conditions, boats have to remawn at an-
chor for upwards of 12 hours waiting fur
daylight to enable them to navigate the nar-
row channel at the entrance to the Bay.

Mr. Teesdale: Look at the cost the “Koom-
bana’ was involved in there.

Mr. ANGELO: And the “Bambra” too.
The loss entailed by such stoppages would
more than compensate for the cost of the
three lights.

The Minister for Lands: All lighting dues
go to the Commonwealth;

Mr. ANGELO: I think the Minister is
wrong. We were told that dues in respect
of lights at the entrance to a channe! do not
go to the Commonwealth, The Honorary
Minister, Mr. Hickey, promised that the mat-
ter should be looked into.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Water
£589,080:

Item, Sewerage for Perth and Fremantle,
£115,975;

Hon, &, TAYLOR: Will any effort be
made to sewer portions of the metropolitan
area to the north of the existing sewered
sren?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
afraid we shall not be able to find money
this year for that work. We are committed
to a large expenditure in Subiaco. The out-
fall there has necessitated the expenditure
of a large snm. To spend £115,000 on sew-
grage in one year is a pretty big item.

Hon. G. Taylor: But you are spending
a large proportion of it in Subiaco.

The Premier: Until that is completed we
cannot get any return.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is all
dead money until we get to that stage.

Supply and Sewerage,
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Item, Water

£269,425 ¢

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: How far
will the Vote take us? Will it mean a sup-
ply from Churchman's Brook next summer?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The En
gineer-in-Chief is hopeful that he will be
¢ble to impound next winter’s rains in the
Churchman’s Brook reservoir, in which
event the supply will be available from there
during the fcllowing summer. The original
idea was that as soon as the work at Church-
man’s Brook was completed, we should
shift over to Wongong Brook and construct
the reservoir there before proceeding to the
Canning site. The Engineer-in-Clief has
not yet decided whether he will adhere to the
original plan or proceed with the Canning
site first.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The one pipe
will connect the two supplies?

The MINISTER FCR WORKS: Yes,
the pipes are there now, and we have pipe
head dams bringing in the water. But the
storage is not there, and as the end of sam-
mer approgches there will be very littl~
water left. When the work is completed
Wongong will hold twice as much as Mun-
daring, while the Canning reservoir will im-
pound twice as much as Wongong.

Hon. Sir James Mitcheil: At present we
are getting only the natural flow?

Tne MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
s0. The work at Churchman’s had to go
slow during the winter because of the ex-
pense, but now the fine weather has set in,
efforts up there have been redoubled and
the work is heing pushed on. So it is
hoped that reservoir will be ready to im-
pound next winter’s rain, although that is
not to be taken as certain.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T hope
the water from Churchman’s will be avail-
able next summer. Of course cvery c¢ity in
Australiz has had its troubles in respeet of
water, and I snppose we must have ours.

Ttem, Goldfields Water Supply, £62,000:

Mr. SBAMPSON: T should like to know
from the Minister whether the extension
from Mount Helena to Parkerville is in-
cinded in this.

The Minister for Works: This iz in the
department of the Honorary Minister (Hon.
J. Cunningham) who, unfortunately, is not
here just now.

Ttern, Water Supply in agriculinral and
North-West districts, incloding drainage and

Metropolitan Supply,
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irrigation and loans apd grants fo local au-
thorities, £110,800:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I should
like to kmow bow much of this will come
under the migration agreemenl at interest
of one per cent. That money will be avail-
able, will it not?¥

The Premier: We hope so, but we are not
yet sure,

The Minister for Lands: We have a tem-
porary approval.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 kpew
the Minister bad some kind of approval.
Apparently it is an approval that has lo
he eonfirmed.

The Minister for Lands: I have definite
approval for £148,000 for water supply, and
£500,000 in all,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
water supply for agricultural distriets? Well
that will enable us to hold up water at a
moderate cost. I just wanted to know
whether we are to pay one per cent. for this
work this year.

The Minisier for Lands: There is no
drainage from one per cent. money in that.

Hon. 8Bir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
this temporary approval the Minister has
will prove to be permanent, and that we
shall be able to give the farmers the advan-
tage of it.

The Premier: The commissioners seem to
be going very thoroughly into things.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Appar-
ently they are. If they get a good look at
that country they will be satisfied for all
time.

The Minister for Lands: If they attempt
to cxercise control there will be no cheap
money.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They
are taking considerable pains to acqnire a
knowledge of the country, and T am glad of
it. The Minister should be with them.

The Premier: T am afraid there would
have becn a disruption before they went very
far. I am keeping him as far from them
as I can.

The Minister for Lands: I sent two un-
der secretaries with them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister ought to have gone with the com-
missioners. However, he is very obstinate
and will not do his duty, even when we
point it out to him.

The Premier: He is to have n conference
with them on Friday.
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Hon. Siv JAMES MITCHELL: Well, 1
pity them.

Vote put aud passed.

Vote—Uevelopment of Goldfield and Min-
eral Resources, £105,175

Item,
L£100,060:

Hon. G. TAYLOR : I suppose the £45,000
rebate on water will come out of this
£104,000,

The Minister for Mines: It had to.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Is that the only cail
on the £100,000, the only money earmarked ¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
rmoney will be expended in the usual way in
the form of assistance to persons engaged
in niining development to whom loans are
approved, loan of boring plants, assistance
for prospecting and boring, rebates to pros-
pectors on low grade ore, subsidies to bat-
teries, and subsidies for earting long dis-
tances.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
£35,000 in that way last year.
pened?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This year
we have segregated the item for prospecting
and horing for minerals.

Hon. G. Taylor: 1 noticed that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The ob-
ject is to enable us to take advantage of the
Federal prospecting grant. Last year we
did not get a penny of that grant. Although
£5,000 was allocated to the State out of the
total of £30,000, no portion of it could be
elaimed until the total amount of our vote
had been spent. We can never spend onr
total vote because we are paying out dur-
ing the year and must have a few pounds in
hand at the end of the year to meet commit-
ments.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You shoald
reduce the vote.
" The MINISTER FOR MINES: | hav
segregated the amount for prospecting, and
when that is expended, we shall eall upon
the Federal authorities to allocate their vote.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You spent
£35,000 last year.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: More
than that. We spent £50,000 on the Horse-
shoe mine alone.

Hon. G. Taylor: Not out of this vote.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, out
of Government funds. We spent money also

Development of Mining, ete,

You spent
What hap-
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on the silver-lead mines and we bad £3,000
in the Protheroc mine, which closed down.

Hon. G. Taylor: There was no return for
that?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
£50,000 to the Horseshoe mive was
tuoney spent but money guaranteed.

The Minister for Mines: It is as good as
spent. We shall bave to pay it.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: 1t might
not be necessary fo pay one penny of it
If the company pay the amount, the (overn.
ment will not have to pay.

The Minister for Mines: The rompany
will not pay it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
recurity over the plant and the mine.

The Premier: The bank has advanced the
money to the company with our gunarantee.

Mr, Teesdale: Therc is great seenrity in
mining machinery !

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
the Horseshoe mine will be revived.

Mr. Tcesdale: Try to sell some mining
machinery and see how you gel om.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Recently
I travelled with a mining expert, who dis-
cussed values in the Boulder and Horseshoe
mines and came to the conclusien that the
prospects were very bright if those mines
went down another 1,000 feet. I hope the
Horseshoe will start again and that a ve-
vival of mining will follow. The Premieyr
does not expect to have to find the money.

Hon. G. Taylor: He does not look ton
pleased about the prospects.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Government had to find the money, it would
mean that the mine would not work again.

Myr. Teesdale: The Premier would sell his
chanee pretty cheaply.

The Premier: I fecl
mine will work again.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I think
50, too. T hope the company will find money
to do some development work. I do not zee
why more gold should not he obtained from
the Golden Mile.

Mr. Teesdale: There are plenty of mines
cutside the Golden Mile,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: XNo
chance should be missed, us all the facilities
are available for working the Horseshoe
mine.  After the goldfields water supply
loan of £2,500.000 is repaid in January next,
the £45000 should not be charced to loan.
The scheme should earry the reduced

The
nof

I hope

sonfident that the
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amount. The interest is abuvut £75,000 a
year and the rebate to ihe mines is £45,000.
Singe 1922 the rebate has been made and
charged to this vote, but this should be the
last oceasion when it should be so charged.

Hon, . TAYLOR: If the bank ealls up
the gnarautes for the £50,000, will it be paid
out of this vote?

T'he Minister for Mines:
affect this vote.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : My chief is very hope-
ful that the Guvernment will nui be ealted
upon {o find the money. Even it the Gov-
ernment have to meet this demand, I hope
the mine will work again. The Governwment
are pledged to that loan, but I am glad to
know it will not come out of this vote.

The Minister for Mines: Without that
guaraniee the mine wonld not have bleen
working so long.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: That is so. It kept
the mine working at least 12 months longer
than would otherwise have been the ease.
Certain development work was not done dur-
ing the previous year, hut the money that
should have heen spent on il was paid out in
dividends.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
money will not come out of this vote. I be-
lieve the Golden Horseshoe will yet resume
operdtions, There are wonderful possibili-
ties abouf it, and biz reserves of ore. We
require more money this year than last, be-
cause we have three boring plants at work,
and may have a fourth later on. These will
absorb & considerable sum ench wonth. I ap-
ticipate that the vote will be exhansted hy
the end of the year. We may get good re
suits at any time.

No, it will not

Vote put and passed.

Vote — Development  of
£2,123.750:

Item, Agricultural Immigration, £6,000:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: This item seems tn
refer to passages. Will the Minister kindly
explain?

The Minister for Lands: It refers to rail-
way fares and items of that deseription.

Apriculture,

Item, Agricnltural
£1,370,000 :

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: What specific
works will be included in this expenditure?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It refers
to drainage in the Busselton, Northeliffe and

Group Settlement,
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Denmark ureas. One ol the works included
is that of the drainage of the Owingup
Swamp.

Item—Purchase of wire netting for set-
tlers, £100,000:

Ilon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
this item fox?

The Minister tor Lands: 1t is for wire
petting that we bought this year.

Hon. Siv JAMES MITCHELL: Is it part
of the arrangement that the Federal grant
will cover?

The Minister for Lands: Yes, when the
agreement is entered into.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Is this a
temporary arrangement?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is nof
a temporary arvangement. When the Com-
monwealth agreement is made, we hope to
transfer this amount to the Federal Govern-
ment. In the meantime it is a State arrange-
ment whether the Commonwealth come in or
not. We are charging extra interest to make
up for the State’s payments, If the agree-
ment is made, a reduetion will be given to
the farmers.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Has the Min-
ister fAnalised the agreement to caver the
amount ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. This
eannot be done until the Federal Parliament
meets.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: But the State
has signed the agreement.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yea

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Then it is fairly
certain we shall get the money.

What is

~ Vote put and passed.

Vote—Roads and bridges, public build-
ings, ete., £320,300:

Item, New roads and bridges in counntry
and poldfields distriets, including feeders to
railways, ete., £181,300: _

Mr. LATHAM: Is it proposed to pro-
vide money for clearing feeder roads in new
areas where land has been thrown open for
selection?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: We have
tried to bring as much of this work as pos-
gible under the Commonwealth scheme, de-
viged mainly for the coustruction of roads te
open up country for new settlers. We asked
the road boards to name the roads they
wanted, in their order of preference, but
after doing that many of the boards said
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there were ofher roads more urgeni than
those they bad instanced. They are not go-
ing to doublebank me in that way.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There must be
roads for new settlers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: During
the last two years records have been broken
in this direction.

Hon. Sir James
imagination.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In solid
mileages. It is no use boards giving me their
order of preference, and then afterwards
bringing forward what they counsider fo be
more urgent works. In view of all the
money the State has to find under the
seheme, it is impossible for the Government
to continue giving additional grants to loeal
authorities. Besides, the local authorities
are getting great relief under the scheme.
I have been impressing those facts on them.
Special grants will henceforth be few and
far beiween. Roads are being built inte all
new railway sidings.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell:
ways been done.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ye:.
Wae provide for such roads in the scheme.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The
Minister for Works always says, “We have
done far more than you ever did.” Years
ago roads were cut wherever land had been
sold. Land was surveyed and sold all the
way from Perth io the Murchison River, and
roads were eut evervwhere. I am speaking
of 1909. However, the roads were then cut
cheaply under efficient administration. Why
should the Minister want preference as re-
gards new roads to be cleared in new areas
now? The total mileage cannot be greaf.
There is no nse in sending people ont into
the country unlesz they are provided with
roads,

The Minister for Lands: The Minister for
Works was dealing with roads for which
preferpnee was desired.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T hope
that wherever land is surveyed and sold, the
Government will ent those promptly. Other-
wise settlers cannot remain on the land.

Mitchell : In  your

That hag al-

Ttem, Roads and Bridges, Public Build-
ings, ete., New Roads and Bridwes in eoun-
try and goldfields districts, £1531,300:

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: Has any pro-

vision been made for the Gordon River
bridee?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not un-
less that work is provided for in the Com-
monwealth grant.

ltem, Fremantle Road and Railway
Bridge, £5,000:

Mr. SLEEMAN: Is this amount of £5,000
to be spent on the bridge during the next
twelve months? 1Is there any possibility of
making a commencement with the building
of a new bridge this year? I ask because
there will not be any more Loan Estimates
antil this cime next year. Last August,.
when I introduced a deputation to the Pre-
mier, he was pretty definite regarding the
matler; but this item of £5,000 does not
look very definite.

The Premier: 1 eannot say. It is a mat-
ter for the Engineer-in-Chief. The Govern-
ment cannot decide until they have the
neeessary reports.

Mr. SLEEMAN: For a railway, provision.
is made on thesze Loan Estimates to the ex-
tent of £5,000 in anticipation of what the
report of the Railway Advisory Board is
likely to be.

Hon. G. Taylor: The Government have
the board’s report on that line. They have
not the report,of the Engineer-in-Chief on
this bridge.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I was told that the re-
port of the Engineer-in-Chief was ready,
but that he did not want to let his report go
because certain people were likely to jump
in and take up land.

The Minister for Works: No such thing,

Mr. SLEEMAN: The other night the
Minister for Works said that the Engineer-
in-Chief was afraid even to put his plans on
paper lest land agents seeking information
might obtain it. Whether the report of the
Engineer-in-Chief was ready or not, the
Minister did not say.

The ‘inister for Works: You said I dil
say it

Mr. SLEXMAN: T took it that the report
of the Engineer-in-Chief was veady hut was
being kept Dark lest some people should get
hold of certain information.

Mr. Davy: And pat up fake sales to
swindle the Government.

Mr. SLEEMAN: That was what was
meant.

The Yinister for Works: That is what T
said.

Mr, BLEFMAN: A great deal of valu-
ab'e fime mav he Inst hefore a commence.
ment is made with the bridze. The Prewier
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told the deputation pretty definitely that as
soon as the Engineer-in-Chief had delivered
his report, the work would proceed.

The Premier: I said there would be an
item for it on this year's Loan Estimates,
and the item is here.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1t is a pretty miserable
item.

The Premier: Quite possibly the amount
will not be spent.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It would be as well not
to spend the anount as to hold it out by
way of inducement, I wish to know whether
something definite is being done regarding
the bridge.

The Premier: How can we do anything
definite before we have a definite recom-
mendation ?

Mr. SLEEMAN : The report of the
Engineer-in-Chief will be available in a
week or two; if it is not available now.

The Premier: Who said it would be avail-
able in a week?

Mr. SLEEMAN: Perhaps in two weeks
or three weeks?

The Premier: Perhaps in three months,

M. SLEEMAN: Then, cannot something
be done at the end of the three months?

The Premier: Something will be done.

Mr, SLEEMAN: It looks as if nothing
will be done exeept investigation and pre-
liminary work, things which amount to
practically nothing.

Hon. G. Taylor: It will be all right before
March,

Mr. SLEEMAN: I do not know that it
will be all right before another 12 months.
What is geing to be done beyond the ex-
penditure of £5,000%

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I have
nu idea when the Engineer-in-Chief’s re-
port will be ready. I gave no indication to
the House that he had formed any ideas on
the subject. T said he was afraid to put
his ideas on paper for fear the information
would leak ont. I did not say his schemes
were ready hecanse I did not know. When
the Fngineer-in-Chiet’s report is presented
it will be a good while before the work can
be undertaken. This applies partienlarly
when it concerns a work such as the pro-
posed bridge, which will ecost nearly one
million pounds. Tt will involve a great
deal of preparation and the bulk of the
material will probably have to come from
England. Specifications will have to be
prepared and a whole host of details at-
tended to. It will mean months and
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months of work quite apart from the gues-
tion of surveys, land aequisition and so on.
It is not only the building of a bridge that
is involved in this proposition. ln some
quarlers, particnlarly at Narrogin, my
recent remarks were misconstrued. When
the bridge is built, quite a number of very
important points will have to be taken into
consideration. There is the extenszion of
the existing harbour, which has to take-
paramount place in regard to this question.
To spend a miliion pounds in the construec-
tion of a bridge only to find that the exten-
sion of the harbour will necessitate its
removal, would be a ealamity, A large sam
will have to be provided for harbour exten-
gions and we must be very sure that the
best is obtained from the expenditure we
will incur. The whole of the railway sys-
tem that leads into the port has to be con-
sidered. Attention has to be given to all
the trunk lines that bring produce down fo
the coast and all this is the job for the
officers of the Engineer-in-Chief. 1 have
seen masses of figures dealing with the
traffic over the different lines, the quantity
of wheat hanled, the tonnage at various
stages, and what it will mean if the haul-
age is done over one line, I bave seen
details regarding the use that can be made
of both sides of the harbour, and the possi-
bility of transferring goods from one side
to the other, People who think we can say
we will build a bridge one day and get on
with the job next week, have no ides what
investigations have to be carried out, and
such people should get it out of their minds
that it is possible to arrive at a decision on
such a big question within a week or a
month. We do not want any repetition of
the Fremantle dock episode. Before we
incar any big expenditure, detailed infor-
mation has to be collected and earefully ex-
amined. We will not ask the country to
be involved in this huge expenditure before
Parliament is given the vpportunity to ap-
prove of the position. I do not knuw that
g will mean tte introduction of a special
il

Hon, G. Taylor: Yoa will have to get
authorisation to spend the money.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, hut
I do not think a special Bill is necessary
to enable us to construet the bridge. The
land will be acquired under the Publie
Works Aet and the momey for the acinal
work will be voted by Parliament, In
determining matters relating to the bridge,
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the interests of the railways, road and
tramway communications have to be con-
sidered too. Those who know the disenssion
that took place in New South Wales re-
zurding the construction of the North Shore
vridge, which is a mueh bigger proposition,
will appreeciate what such a problem means.

Hon. . Taylor: They were fighting about
it when I was a boy.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We have
to be sure of our position before we ap-
prove of any proposal, and I will noi be
bustled into any decision.

Hop. Sir James Mitchell : That ic [he
way! We will see that you are bustled.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Wlen a
decision is arrived at it will be wn sound
grounds. I am as anxious as the nexi man
to see the bridge built and to get on with
the work, but that will not be the deciding
factor.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We are all ex-
pert bridge builders !

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No mat-
ter what agitation may be apparens out-
side, it will not induce me to intevfere with
the engineers, who will do their task thor-
oughly without any pressure from me.

Mr. Teesdale: You are looking on the
wrong side of the House. No uvne spoke
about it from the QOpposition side,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can
only reiterate my statement that I mever
stated that the Engineer-in-Chief’s plans
were ready and that we were likely to have
them within the pext week or two. I am
sure I did not convey that impression fo the
House.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I should
like to know that the Government will not
undertake such a work without consulting
Parliament. By voting £5,00¢ we are mak-
ing provision for the prelimininary work
that has to be done. The erection of this
bridge is & most important matter for the
whole State. Future harbour requirements
must be considered and 1 do not know that
it is enough to tske the advice of the En-
gineer-in-Chief only. Certainly Parliament
should be consulted before a siart is made
with the construetion of the bridge. The
Government should not take the responsi-
bility of deciding where the bridge should
be established without consulting Parlia-
ment. To authorise its construction at a
wrong site wonld be disastrons. In the past
this work was held np because it was not
possible to find the money necessary,

rASSEMBLY.)

Mr. Sleeman: That i3 o good old excuse!
No money!

Honp. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Timc and
again it has been stated why the money was
not available for work that was required.
In the past we have endeavoured to ¢mbark
upen undertakings that would create devel-
apmental work tor the people und thus pro-
vide mesns by which the works could be paid
for. This bridge will be a very co-tly work
and 1 hope the Alinister will sce to it that
the House is consulted before the work is
undertaken. By voting £5,000 to-night, we
are not committing ourselves to the site
of the bridge, nor to the great expenditure
in respeet of the bridge, but merely to the
preparatory work that must be dooe before
we are consulted. Even the Minister can-
not hold that the House has agreed to let
the Government decide this very important
question of the site of the bridge.

The Minister for Lands: It would not take
me long to decide it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
you are! I do not know how the Premier
gets on with the handling of that Minister!

The Minister for Lands: We get on very
well together.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of
course the whole of the heavy traffic goes to
North Fremantle, as does also the timber
traffic, .

The Minister for Works: No, most of that
goes to the south side.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: However,
that is not important. What is important is
that the House should be consulted before
the real work is undertaken. 1 am satisfied
to vote this sum, but I should be dissatisfied
if T thought the Honse was not to be con-
sulted before the actual work was begun.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The engineers cannof
bring down a report in a day or twe. This
guestion has been on the cards for a consid-
erable time and has been investigated by
varions engineers. It is now five or six
months since the Engineer-in-Chief bezan
conferring with the other engineers about 1t.
We can reasonably expect it will not be
long before his report is ready. In the
meantime something shounld be done, so’that
when the report is ready orders could he
placed for some of the material, whether in
the Eastern States or in the Old Country.
To hear some members talk one would think
this bridge was a new question. It has been
a burning question for a number of years.
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Hon. Sir Jemes Mitchell: The material,
of course, will be ordered as soon as possible,

Myr. SLEEMAN: What ean be done by
way of ordering material with £5,000%

Hon, G. TAYLOR: I hope the Govern-
ment will not embark on any expenditure
beyond the amount voted to-might. The
bridge will cost anything up to £500,000.

Mr, Sleeman: According to the estimates,
it will eost £650,000.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : Does the hon. member
think that by voting £5,000 for preliminary
work we are going to allow the Government
to embark upon the main expenditure?

Mr, Sleeman: You ought to give me eredit
for having more brains than that.

Hon G. TAYLOR: The hon. member has
snggested that they should go on ordering
material,

Mr. Sleeman:
made for it

Hon. 3. TAYLOR: The great bulk of
ihe majn expenditure will be for material.
If the hon member expects the Government
to embark upon thatexpenditure by immed-
iately placing orders for material, what
chance will Parliament have to discuss the
expeaditure when the question eomes before
the House? I hepe the QGovernment will not
spend a penny more than the amount au-
thorised to-night.

Mr. SLEEMAN: What I said was I
hoped something wonld be done to provide
for a certain thing, by wayv of purchasing
material in the Eastern States or in the Old
Country. What I complained of was that
£5,000 was insufficient.

I said provision could be

Ttem, Reconstruction of Canning-road:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: TIs that
the road being built between here and Arma-
dale?

The Premier: No, it is the road on the
south side of the river to Fremantle.

Voie put and passed.
Vote — Other  State
£259,500:

Ttem, State Sawmills, £50,000:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We have been told
that the Government have formed a town-
site at Pemberton and sold lots at high
fignres, and that they are now building
shops on the old townsite, which is half a
mile from the pew townsite, The member
for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith) desired to

Undertakings,
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know whether any of the £50,000 was in-
tended for the erection of shops or other
buildings.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: The
only buildings that have been erected since
the townsite lots were sold are those neces-
sary to complete undertakings given before
the lots were sold or to meet the require-
ments of the sawmills store. The store was
much overcrowded and a new huilding was
required.

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
bank?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: An ar-
rangement was made with a buteher &nd a
bank. The hall, which has stood in the een-
tre of the settlement for years, has been
enlarged under an arrangement with the
Timber Workers’ Union.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell:
used for recreation purposes?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, all
the people use it. The big settlement will
always be &t the mill.

What about the

The hall is

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Lands Improvement Logn Fund,
£44,225—agreed to.

Resolution reported, and the report

adopted.

BILL—SEEARERS’ ACCOMMODATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Couneil with amend-
ments,

BILI—LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Counecil and read a fivst
time.

House adjourned at 11.6 pm.



